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The ^ater pvtt of the following work wks written 
many years after the occurrences took place ; and as 
Mr. Abbott's memory could not precisely ascertaia 
the exact time of the occurrences, they are conse- 
(piently inserted without day or date. However, it is 
of no material consequence, whether an occurrence 
took place on a Monday or a Saturday ; whether in 
May or December, or in what particular year ; pro- 
vided that the relation thereof be true, and the sub- 
ject be calculat^sd to improve the mind and to pro- 
•^ mote virtue and religion. 

^ Could Mr. Abbott have given a relation ofeven^ 
meeting, and all the particular occurrences, with^jf^QV^^ 
and date, it would have swelled the work far be.^,g|Ti. \ 
'^ what he designed or wished, and would have led nl^_ 
A to a detjul of many things of no importance. He on- \. 
i'N ly wished to relate the most material circumstances 
^ «nd occurrences in his life, which he could perfectly 
recollect. The d^y and date not being mentioned, is, 
in the opinion of the compiler, of no disadvantage to 
the wor](. 

Mr. Abbott, a short time before his death, put his 
maAiiscripts into the possession of the compiler, 
with a request, that he would arrange and re- 
vise tbem fcir publication : which he has endeavor 
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tbperform to the best of his ability. Cate has been, 
taken, not to expunge any thing that might be of util- 
. ity ; and also to preserve the original, plain, Bimple 
ideas and language ofthe man. 
. . If some circumstance «j» idccurrences do not stand 
exactly in that order pf arrangement, HI which they 
occwred in point of time, the compiler does not hdid 
himself accountable for the error ;. and he hopes, that, 
if such inaccuracy should appear, it will be held e;K. 
9uaable in the judgment of every judicious and candid 
reader. 

The work is divided into two parts. Part the Fini!^ 
contains his ejcperience and gospel labours, previpus 
Jo his entering th^ itinerant connection of Metiibdist 
preachers; during which time, he visited varipu» 
parts of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, DeJ^iware, and 
Maryland^ Part the Second^ contains his travels and 
"x>spel labours, after he entered the itinerant conaeo- 

le compiler had an intimate acquaintance with * 
^r Abbott for about twenty years, and had know- 
pledge of some things relative to that emUieut saint of 
God (wluch were not mentioned in his own manu* 
scripts) which may be acceptable to the reader : he 
has therefore, annexed to the work, a Narrative of 
the life and death of that extraordinary, zealous, faith- 
ful, and useful maji. 

THB COMPUaSIt. ' 
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THE EXPERIENCE, Ace. 



PART THE FIRST, 

K|[, his Pnrentnge, Dirlh, Man-Int^ i 
r Mi>nnM'efLl&, nhile in NUiire'B Ibf-burS» ' 
[ Cnntietion, Cunvcrsion, and Sanctific-ttan 
I GoBpcl Uilimirs, iui(> ilivera Itemwluble Ocoiirn 
k c«s «1iUc ft Loca l>rcacl>er, lill tlm Deaih of ■ 
LWife. 



EY gr»n(iratlie 



.lames AWjoU-tvi 
(I Oi-eiii-Bri4uin : 
I lo AiiK'rfcit, aud sortlol n 



n ■it'll, iiitti iiiul(l*< 
and t«o dHUf-lilifr^, M; tiitli;'!', l^t'^J^'^V 
Abhutt, wa8 his lliii'd son; wlit^niir Hrrli 
at »^, lie [viuuvuil IVoin Lttnti^lslund t 
Vew-Jvriify. where he niiii-Ht'd llu^ d:ii>] 
kr orMr.Jtilm Bni-nmf^liH.nhmtriirall 
hngdon ««iinl.v. Ariei-Mrank hp rcn.f 

' I ti» Liiii;;-Islaiid. «htir hi* rt-v 
nine Uiiir. and tiud two sum and 

Atet-. AfUr thia lie soli) hi> t'arl 



a nervous complaint about five weeks. In 
the dead of the; night before she expired, 
slie cried unto the Lord, and besought hitn 
to look in mercy upon the family, and with 
a loud voice prayed fervently for us all, 
which caused the spectatm^s to wonder, and 
to cry out, " Hannah, what is the matter 
with you ?*' Next day she departed this 
life. I thcu pondered these things in my 
heart. 

In six weeks after, my father took tlie 
small-pox, and departed this life, leaving 
r^y grandfather executor. In his wiU he 
ordered that we should all have trades ; ac- 
coj'dingJy I was put to a hatter in Phila- 
delphia, where I soon fell into bad company, 
and from that to car^-playing, cock-figiit* 
ing, and many c^iier evil pi*actices. My 
ntaster and I parted before my time was 
oiitf andl went into Jersey, and hired with 
one of my brothers, where I wrought at 
plantation work^ Some time after this I 
iQUPticd ; and when I got what my father 
left roe, f rented a farm, |tnd followed 
that business; but all this time 1 had no 
fear of God before my eyes, but lived in sin 
and open rebellion against God, in drink- 
ing, fightiiig, swearing, gambling, &c, yet I 
worked luinl, and got a comfortable living 
fop my family. J professed myself a pres- 
foytomo* went •ft»u to meeting, and loany 
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pios tlie Spirit of God nlanned itir {^Ul 
111 of its danger ; hut il its oH^o vtitn M 
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'Vha& I cantiniicil in ;i scene ol'sin, iind 

thr. pnnmcM I mailr, uiiring llmt [icr!<i^ 
aiy«Bd inj' lifr. but all (o no imrpoBi^ : 
;j" were as often bpokpn as niiule ; fin- 
yet iDL-vprltHil lii'ai-d lliDnaiiiri-of cOi;- 
ion of vonvt'csion. II was » dark liim 
Wftpcffifig rcli.i;iun, juiU Hull! or nailijn;^ 
cvrrsaifl about ex|]crimcRlal rrligian: &u<l 
to my kaovletlj^e I never had hcant cUIjit 
" lan say that I hey had tlie paivj 

\g iovu of God in theil" souls, nr kiiill^ 
■Ip sins wci-e ibr^'veii. My uifo was t 
nnUer «f llif preshylcrisin dhurt-ii, hibI a 
iTing woman ; yet a< thut liiuo ahu karfl) 
lining about »liait-t nurli. 
Ahnni tlir tliirly-thirrt yrarof rrt- at^cd 



J.-:i anrjtlifi-. I 
■licre [ ssivi tu: 
l|tiHt<i, whV-It I 
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giBt to it, but all in rain* Being hurried 
into the seeontl apartment, the devils put 
me into a viee, and tormented me until my 
body was all in a gore of blood-^I cried 
again for merey, but stUl in vain. I ob- 
served that a light followed me, amd I 
heard one say to me, << How good doth 
this light appear to you.'* I was soon hur- 

' ried into the third apartment, where there 
were scorfrions with stings in their tails, 
fastened in sockets at the end thereof: 
their tails appeared to be about a &thom 

' long, and every time they struck me, their 
stings, whieh appeared an inch and a half 
in length, stuck fast in me, and they roared 
like thunder* Here I was constrained to 
ery again for mercy. As fast a^ I pulled 
out the sting of one, another struck me.—- 
I was hurried through this apartment to a 
lake that burned with lire : it appeared like 
a flaming furnace, and the flames dazzled 
like the sun. The devils were here throw- 
ing in the souls of men and women. There 
appeared two regiments of devils moving 
through the arches, blowing up the flames; 
and when they came to the end, one I'cgi- 
ment turned to the right, and the otiier to 
the left, and came round the pit, and the 
screeclies of the damned were beyond tlte 
expression of man. When it came to my 
ium to be thrown vpky one devil took me by 
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I lie licail wul lUiotlirr l>v llio fVi-). find «il 
iliit fcur)»i-L«c I »« al^e ami t'ouuil it a <1iTaii 
Uul oil ! ivkiit liorroi- si-izi'il luy 
Iii-pasl ! I ltii»u^li(. 1 slioiilil (lie and 
ihiniiu'il. This Idouglit m 
mind luratkuil right Qr (j^'ii ilujs. in wliicl 
1 iiiimIu ittaay pi'oniiKes to amend my lUe 
(im ihej HOOD woi-c olTaKiim. 

AIJ>i<U livo or six yieieUa after this, 
\\rvamf4 thai I tlifd and waa carried into 
u!if of ilip most b^^-aufifiil places I e\tr 
iiJid mj guide brought iiui to iiiie of tho 
uLOftt i-U'gaoL huihlingH 1 evtr bfhehl, nti* 
whrii wt- cfuat^ lo it. llie gatc« opened to HI 
fiflhpir uwn accoi-d.and wc went Htraigl 
t'oruanl info Jhf building, wlii-rc wc wci 
ri,p ( 'rva tonipaay of the heavenly hosl, nr- 
111 I ; ill white r.iiment down to ibeie IWl, 
A\ I ti i 'L'd on through the enti-v until vm 
I :'niv i<> u door on Itie right, vhich flti 
abour lialf open ; passhig a little I'oe 
"tf mailr a stand Im-Iui-c Uic door ; I lool 
■n. am* "aw the .U<-],-M fifDavi cittitjt;' 
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f that I should shortly die^ which brought all 
my sins before me, and caused me to make 
many promises to Grod to repent, whieh 
lasted for some time; but this wore off 
again, and I went to my old practices. 

One sabbath-day (our minister being sick^ 
and ray wife being a great meeting woman) 
hearing that there was to be a methodist 
meeting about ten or twelve miles dis- 
tant, she expressed a desire to go to it, and 
asked my consent ; f gave it; and she and 
my oldest son and daughter went to hear 
the man. On their return, I asked her how 
she liked ther preacher, she replied that be 
was as great a preacher as erer she had 
heard in all her life ; and persuaded me to 
go and hear for myself: accordingly on the 
next sabbath I went ; there was a large 
congregation assembled to hear the man : 
his text was, Come unto me all ye that la^ 
hour^ and are hcaTij {oden, and I will give 
you rest. Matt. xi. 2S. The man was much 
engaged, and the people were crying all 
through the house ; this greatly surprised 
me, for I never had seen the like before. — 
The sermon made no impression ^n me ; 
but when he came to the application, he 
said, " It may be, <hat some of you may 
^ << think that there is neither God oorde-vil, 
*^ heaven nor hell, only a guilty consewftnce ; 
^ and indeed my friends that isf bad 
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<^ enough/' But, said he, « I assure you 
« that there is both hedven and hell, God 
« and devil,*'-^I spoke, I am the man, — 
B^t he went on, and' said, " When I was 
« eoming from England to this country, I 
^ saw a ball of fii;^ fall from the elements 
<< about as large as a small pot, &e." In 
fllustrating from tliis, be argued that £i*e 
was eontained in every thing, and that there . 
^-as a dreadful hell that was beyond our 
comprdiension, and advised the people to 
fty to Christ for refuge. He then shewed 
Use reality of the existence of a God, from 
a beautiful illustration of his works, which 
irere evidenced to us daily ; and that tliis 
God had created the heavens and earth: 
then called upon the people to come unto 
God, for Christ had died for their redemp- 
tion. There was much weeping and heavy 
groaning among the people. Meet ng be-^ 
Ing over, the two di*eams that I had dream- 
ed about seven years before, came as fresh 
into my mind as if dreamed, the niglit be- 
fore, and that (jod had shewn me both hea- 
ven and heU, the state of the blessed and 
ihe damned. This brought me to tliink of 
Bay mis-spent life, and in a moment all my 
sins that I ever had committed were brought 
to my view ; I saw it was the mercy of 
G(mI that 1 was out of hell, and promised 
to sucnead my life in future. I went hom€ 
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. under awfal sensations of u future alai;^^ 
my convictions increased; and I began to 
read my bible witb attentiony and 8«\e 
things in a fSifierent light from what I had - 
ever seen them before, and made many pi*^^^ 
mises to God, with tears and groans, to- 
forsake sin; but I knew not the way to 
Christ for refuge, being ignorant of the 
nature both of eonvictlon and conversion* 
But blessed be God^ he still gave melightV 
sfo that the work was deepened in ray smtt 
day by day : the preacher came to preach 
in oar neighbourhood, and I went to heal^ 
him again ; it being a new thing in thiB 
place, brought many together to hear him: 
some were presbyt^rians, some baptists^ 
and others without any profession of reli*. 
gion. He took his text, and preached with 
power ; the word reached my h^art in suchi 
a powerful manner that it shook every 
joint in my bwly ; tears flowed in abun- 
dance, and I cried out for mei^cy, of vfhfch 
the people took notice, and many others 
were melted into tears : when the sermon 
AVas over, tlie people flocked round the 
preacher, and bcgah to dispute with hJm 
about principles of religion, I said that 
tliere never was such preaching as this ; 
but the people said, Abbott is going mvuL 
1 returned home with my family, in soi c 
stress, and pondered these thinpr'^i in my 
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mind : I saw it was t he mercy of God that 
I was out of helL I cried to God for mer- 
tjj hut it seemed'all in Tain. It brought to 
my mind the jnany times lus holy Spi- 
rit had strove with me when I was a 
small boy, and from that time to this. 
Satan suggested to me that my day of 
grace was now over, and that I was one 
of those damned reprobates that God had 
assigned over to him from ail eternity; 
therefore I might pray and cry, but he was 
sure of me at last. Being brought up in 
tiie doctrine 4if eieetion aad reprobatiou, I 
coachnled tliat 1 should be dauiaed do what 
I eourd : hy this time ?ny ^-^se became des- 
perate. 1 knew not wii it to d.s and was 
almust 1:1 cL s;riir. Oac <Liy ^oi ig to jiiilU I 
felt such a, hA\ ivi my brva^t ai'i.siug frouia 
f;;nihy co»*seie.iee, aad i^iv:i^ belaleu i»i my 
rolurn, as I was passi >j4- fiu'ough a piece of 
woods, the devil sud^ieiily su^v:^csted to iuy 
mind, that as I was one of tu-^ reprobatfs, 
and there whs no merey for ine, I had bet- 
ter haN^;:; myself a id know the worst f.^f it. 
^VlH!e I was lo>kin^ ^or a suitable place tor 
thtl purpose, I thuui^ht I iieaed a voice 
sa; i.Vj^n (alUuiirig to tiie auxicty and dis- 
tivKs ui* soul that I then felt) **Tijis tor- 
iiiMl is uotiiinij; to lieiJ/' i iraiucdiiitely 
eliani^f.il niv mind, and drove home under 
fhc greatest aiixiety iutagiuable, for it ap- 
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pearcd to me . Ihe devil was behind me ;in \ 
tjie >itaggon \vith his hand just over iriy 
heady threa^tening to take me away both 
soul land body. I cauriot express my feel- 
ings at that tims; my hair arose oti my 
head through fear. I was afraid to look 
baek, lest I should visibly see him. In thi» 
deplorable eondition I returned homej 
when I got into the house I dared nt)t go 
outside of the door, for fear the devil woiud 
take me away. My wife saw that soitie- 
Ibing was the^matter with me, and enqui-* 
red what it was ; for, said she, " Tou look 
like death,'^ I was eonsti*ained to turn 
from her and weep, for I expected she 
knew my eondition, as she had been a mem- 
ber of the presbyterian ehurch for many 
years, and was a praying woman. Bed- 
time being come, I told her I should sleep 
by niyself ; when I lay down, and fell into 
a doze, my mind was 4U^ with awful ap- 
paritions. I thought I saw devils ready to 
take me, hell open ready to receive me; 
and that I was rolling, bed and all, into the 
flames, while other huge devils stood ready 
to receive me. Then I would suddenly 
awake in the greatest distress imaginabkv 
and so I continued during the niglit. Next 
morning, being the 9th of October, 1772, 
taving a piece of grass to cut, I arose and 
ent to it; sie soon as I began to mow I 
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was taken \fiih fainting fits^ aud it seemed 
to me that the earth would Mjpen and swal- 
ioir me up, while my troubled heart beat so 
loud that I could hear the strokes, and 
eoold compare it to two men a boxing, or 
threshing, more thaii like its ^sual motion. 
It occurred to my mind, What is all the 
world to me ; I shall be dead and damned 
before the setting sun. This caused toe to 
lay down my scythe, while I stood weeping 
for my sins ; but alas ! ail in vain. I still 
grew worse, and went back to the house 
under great distress, where I read some 
liyn^tts that I' had in a book, of the suffer- 
ings of our* blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Here my heart was tendered, and I could 
weep freely, nntil my very cheeks were 
«ore with wiping them. It was pressed 
«pon me to pray, and perhaps the Lord 
would have mercy upon me. I endeavour- 
ed to eomply with the impression, and went 
to a lonely place and kneeled down to pray; 
bat the devil suggested to my mind that 
there was somebody hid in the woods, and 
they would laugh at me^ so I arose and 
looked all round for them, but could see no 
one, yet I dared not pray there. However, 
I went to the other end of my field, and 
kneeleil down again ; here the enemy sug- 
gested the same thing, but the Lord gav« 
me strength to pray, it being the first V 
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1 ever prayed with a vocal voice. My /^ 
' ]pi*ayer was not like the pharisee, but liki 
the poor publican^ I cried, ** God he merei" 
fid to me a sinner /" God have mercj oa 
Hie ! I believe I loight have been heard 
half* a mile ; tny distress was not ^o great 
when I arose from prayer as when I kneel- 
ed ; for I believe I could not have continu- 
ed in the body, if God had not moderated 
the pain- and anxiety that I was in, but 
must have expired before the going down of 
the sun. Glory to God, I felt my distress 
«$^mewhat removed ! I then returned to the 
uouse and sat down to dinner, but my soul 
was still inso greatdistress that I could not 
eat; although I put food into my mouth 
and chewed it^ yet I could not swallow it ; 
so in as private a manner as possible^ that 
"^ my wife should not discover my anxiety, I 
threw it to the dog, ^nA asked her if she 
would go with me to meeting, as a metho*< 
dist preacher was to preach in the neigh- 
bourhood that afternoon ; she agreed, and' 
We went. When we got there, the peopio 
not being assembled, I retired in(« the 
woods to pray, and got in asnon^ the 
boughs of a fallen tree, and then in iinr ut~ . 
most anguish of my soul I crie^l n^Hy G^A 
for mercy, so loud, that the people r.t t\i^ 
house heard mo. After tliia I fcii sf>?ntv 
"■"ng easier, but still had no peacft 1 taer 
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went to one of the near neighbours^ and 
advised them to go with nte and hear the 
preacher, whom I spake so highly of, that 
they all went. When we got there the 
preacher had eome, and there was a large 
concourse assembled ; a great many more 
than could get into the -house* I went ia, 
sat down and took my little son upon my 
knee— rtlie preacher began soon after. His 
word was attended with such power that it 
ran through me from head to foot, and I 
shook and trembled like Belshazzar, and 
felt that I should cry out if I did not leave 
the house, wliich I determined to do, that I 
might not expose myself by crjing out 
among the people ; but when I attempted 
to put my little son down and rise to go, I 
found that my strength had failed me, and 
the use of my limbs was so far gone that I 
was utterly unable to rise. Immediately! 
cried aloud, like the penitent of old, Save^ 
Lord^ or I perish—Rut before the preacher 
concluded, I refrained and wiped my eyes ; 
my heart gave way to shame, and I wa.s 
tempted to wish I was doad or could die,- 
as 1 had so exposed myself that my neigh- 
bours and acquaintance would laiigh at and 
de?[>ise me. AVhen meeting was over I 
thoiiglit to speak to the preacher, but such 
a crowd got round him, disputing points of 
doctrine, that i could not conveniently ge*^ 

* B 3 



■ »n B[tportut)ity. That evening I set up 
family prayt'r, it bi-ing the first (ime 1 ever 
hai) attein|tte(l to pray in my family. My 
wife bcinu^a Btciet prt^sbyterian and iirufes- 
sor of rt.-ligion> she was a praying womas* 

* and innch pleased with having family pray- 
er ; so that she prov<>d a great help to me, 
and endeaToured to encuurage me iti my 
duty } although, dear ereaturc, at that 
time she know iiottiin^ of experiiuentul re- 

. ligion. 

Saturday. lOlh of Ottohcr,l?72, my dis- 
tress continued, although not so great aa 
the day befopr. 

Sunday lith. my wife and I i^nt eleyen 
or twelvt; miles to meeting, in order to hear 
the same methodist preaelier again. When 
we arrived at the plaee, the pi-eacher was 
walking across a field; I went and related, 
to Iiiin in^ distress of soul, ^ni told him 
that 1 had a desire to he hai>tized, hoping 
it would tte of serviee to make me I)et(ei> 
and ivlie^e me of my distress ; for I had no 
idea of laith in Christ. He asked me if I 
was a quakir. I told him, no, I was noth- 
ing but a poor, wrclitUedt eondeauied sin- 
ner. Sle llien oxtmrli'd me to ln'tove iu 
tie Ijord Jfaus i)h'A-H. ami uiijiHi'i! ll,i^ pro- 
mises oi'the gospel ; I replird. 1 eouUl not 
believe that Christ would have mercy atk. 
sHuka sioii^' as 1 vrm, and hui'^t tntu b 
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flood of tears. He then said, I was the ve- 
ry man that Christ died for,. or he would- 
toot have awakened me. Tiiat it was the 
iost Christ came to seek, and the greatest 
of sinners became to save, and commanded 
me to believe. We then went to the house; 
he Boon began. to preaeh, and I stood out- 
side thedoor, fori was afraid to go in lest 
I should expose myself again, as on the 
Friday before : in his |>rayer he partieular- 
iy 'prayed for the poor brojien-hearted sin-. 
ner. His cries to God on this occasion ran 
through my heart like darts and daj;gers ; 
after meeting I returned and prayed in my 
familjs and ever after continued that dnty. 
j|. That night I lay alone, expee!ing to sleep 
little, but to pray and weep ail ni^ilit; 
whenever I fell into a slumbeiN it appeaj^ed 
to me that I saw hell opened ready to re- 
ceive me, and IJust on the point of dr(»ppinJ5 
in, and devils waitiag to seize me. Ijciiig 
thus alarmed, it would rouse me up, cry- 
ing to the Lord to s ive ine — and thus I 
passed the whole night, in this teiTiikd, 
«iiiiappy condition. Just at the duwiiini; 
of the iliiy I fell into a doze, more like shnrp 
tiiun any I had during ilie v Jiole nii^lii, in 
wliit'k I dreamed that I iiawa river us elear 
as I'rysJal, in the miiht of which appeared 
a. rock, with a ehiid sUtiag u*#oii it. und a 
muluiude of piu)pI'don the shore? Vyho said. 
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tlie,(*hikl iTOuId be lost* I then saw a smuH 
man on the bank of the river, whose haii!^ 
was very blacky and he and I wrestled to- 
gether. I heard the people cry *out,' the 
diild is lost 5 and looking round, I saw it 
float ing down the river, and when it came 
opposite where we were, it threw up its 
winf^s. and I saw it was an angel. The 
man with whom I wrestled told me there 
was a sorrfel.or red horse, chained head 
and hind foot in the river, and bade me go 
down and loose him. The people parted 
to the right and left, forming a lane forme 
to pass through ; I immediately hastened 
to the river and went in, the watel* run- 
ning over my head, without receiving any 
kind orinjiiiy; I loosed the horse, and im- 
mediately ] sprang out of the water like a 
cork, or the boundng of a ball, and at that 
insiant I awoke, and saw by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ standing by me, with his arms 
exte^.'ikd wide, saying to me, *< I died for 
j/ow." 1 then looked up, and by faith I 
saw the Ancient of Days, and he said to 
me, ^* T freely forgwe thee for what Ckriat 
has done.** At this I burst into a fiood of 
tears, and with joy in my heart ^rie<l sukI 
praised God, and said, Oh ! that there wc ly 
a miijisier to give me the Lord's Supper ! 
riien by faith J saw the Lord Jesus eonio 
me as with a cup in his hand, and hu 
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gare it me, and I took it and drank thereof ; 
It "was like unto lionej for sweetness. At 
that moment the scriptures were wonder- 
fully opened to my understanding. I was 
now enabled to interpret the dream or vi- 
sion to nw satisfaction — viz. The river 
which I saw, represented to me the river 
of lite, proceeding from the throne of God; 
spoken of by the Psalmist xlvi. 4, and also 
in Rev. xxii. 1. The numerous company 
on the shor9 represented the angels of God, 
standing to rejoice at my conversion, ac- 
cording to Luke XV. 6, 7. The sorrel or 
red horse, I thought, was my own spirit or 
Blind, fettered with the cords of unbelief, 
or the chains of the devil. Tlie colour, 
represented the carnal mind or natiii'c of 
satan, which was stamped upon me, anil thus 
I was plunged into the river, w!:e:*c the 
eoi^ds of unbelief were immediately loDsud 
by faith, and my captive soul,set ju liberty; 
and my bouncing out, was areprosrntiuiou 
of the lightness of my heart, Mbich sprani^^ 
up to Gt)d, upon my instunlaneous change 
fixyiw nature to grace. The uian at \^hohc 
CO naii'.Jid 1 was loosed, was ChHit: iluis I 
V. J:5 ^et at liberty from tlie chai^is of bon- 
a.-ji> ;ukd enmitv of the carnal miiit'. 

.U ibis time 1 thought of my (laiij2;h{or. 
T ' *; WIS under distress of sriiU sIjc vas 
Tik^iut IVxvirtecn years of age ; I lo4)ked ii 
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towards tlie elianibei* where she was, with 
a particular ccrncepn for her conversion, 
and t!ie liord said to rae, « She is safely 
landeiW^ — whi«h was accompanied with a 
conviction in my mind that she had found 
the Lowl, which was the case, as^ I found 
after I arose^ and spoke to hcPw I have since 
thought that the child I saw in my vision or 
dream might represent my daughter ; who, 
instead of being losty was safely landed.-^ 
She served the Lord a number of years, 
und died triumphant in the faith; and I 
have no doubt but our loss was her infinite 
gain, and that she landed in glory. 

All the time of my conviction I U8«d to 
aonsider what church or society I should 
join, whether the baptists, presbyterians, or 
methodists ; but at this time th^ Lord, said 
unto me, *•• You must join the methodists, 
••'• for they are my people, and they are 
*^ right*" 

My heart felt a^ light as a bird« being 
reiicved of that load of guilt, which before 
had bowed down my spirits, and my body 
felt as active as when I was eighteen, so 
that tlie outward and inward man weins 
both animated^ and I felt as if I could have 
sprung from the bed to the fire, which was 
about dfteeu feet. 

I arose and called up the family, and 
took down the testament, and the first place 
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nnrtl was Uie ninlli cli»|>fcr ciFAittsJ 
Mrrr Smh! brt'iirhpii oul Uire-itcniiiffis t 
•Hiu^lcr agalnsl thccliureli opdisciitUs oil 
rtii- Ixiirl.nnd if I hail liad n eiinf;re};atton " 
cuuid buTe pi-eai^hi-d ; liuF liuviii^ noni'< db' 
|lfly< family. I {'S{iii(iritl4'U ilit; I'daiitert ur ' 
* iM«l tlirnu ami liii-n sai.g iinil itrtt.\j,' 
T brrakfasi 1 tolO iiij wife lliaf 
iM go stxl It'll Iho Dfi^litKiu i*» \ili»t ilii 
Ixii-d liad done fin- iiij soul: Tin- lli-st |pIacoi 
1 >*eM( to. till" mail ainl liis iviie Wf re Uolli' 
pi-«rfs*«i's of roljj;tori, ;ird iJU'iiili«Ta of llift 
iMjHist ehurclii" 1 f-viircltil tln-y knew 
>^l■;lt lliesc tltirigs nci-c. and vsuiild rciuicit 
v. itliuif; hut Itmiyfljieal sitriirise, wTienI 
1 > lakil my oxpfnonec. uuil told mImH Gm' 
'■ad done (oi- my soiil, it appfurrd lis alran;;. 
■■■' lln-inasil riia.i.^>lWWJ^ poas. s^inn^l^ 
' >L.1 Kfisliind i read i( atn>ut"tiWt. m-uogli 
nil hiiti a rigid pi-fdc^tliuit'inii.— 
nine of decifcs and uocanililiunal 
iiid I'epi-obatiuii wii (-onriisn^ my 
I i! 1 llirpw it by, ili^ti-niiiiilti^ II 
ii'H-cin il.nsmyuMii o^iwi-kiK" 

ved to m« lUat Uii- iIuLlvliwa it 

^ . , .1 wei'c fulat-. Nrxi d;»y my wife 
book huok : I dtisii-i-tl in 
', rrom utr. Ihatil m'iik full 
nithiif and fXjM'i-lt'inM! iMlli 
FaWUfttrmo iottti 
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1 was raving mad. At evening I retarned 
lnonrie* and asked my, wife about her eon- 
vielion und conversion, expecting as she 
professed religion, that she knew what 
heart religion was; but to my astonish- 
ment, I found she never had experienced a 
change of heart. She had been awakened, 
V when young, under a sermon of Mr. Hunter, 
5 (a presbyterian minister) which brought 
jf her to prayer ; but in process of lime it 
/ wore oiT again. About seven years after 
i* that, as a brother of hcr's was setting un- 
hi der a fence, watching for deer, another 
ga man, who was also a hunting, about sun set,- 
J.3eeing his head through the fence* and 
fonand taking it to be a fox, shot and killed 
join,\im. This unfortunate affair gave her an- . 
metho^^er alarm, whij^^^ litt;:c^frht her again to 
unto me, % .Jlva must join the m^^in a sliort 
•"'' for they are my people, and they at duty 
** rights" \ three 

My heart felt a^ light as a bird, bei eanie 
relieved of that load of guilt, which befotetl^jus 
had bowed down my spirits, and my bodyl to 
felt as active as when I was eighteen, so ihe . 
that tile outward and inward man were ^*!5 
both animated, and I felt as if I could have \ . 
sprung from the bed to the fire, which was; f 

about fifteen feet. 

I arose and called up the family, and \ 

took down the testament, and the firs t place } 
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than a strict pharisee : this gave her dis- 
pleasure^and she asked me if I thought that 
none had religion^ but those who knew it : 
I told her Ao, not one : For all who had it, 
must know it. Next day she went to her 
minister to .know what he thought of it. 
He told her she was right, for people might 
be good christians and know nothing about 
what I insisted on ; and advised her not to 
mind me, for 1 was expecting to be saved 
by my works. This gave heV a momenta- 
ry satisfaQtion, and home she came, quite 
strong, and attacked me, and related what 
her minister had said : She also brought a 
book which he had sent me, requesting I 
would read it, entitled '< Bellaiuey's New 
Divinity," in which he insisted upon eon- 
version before conviction, and faith before 
repentance: I read it about half tlirough^ 
and found him a rigid prcdestinarian. — 
His doctrine of decrees and unconditional 
election and reprobation so confused my 
mind, that I threw it by, detenninifig lo 
read no more in it, as my o\vn experienec 
clearly proved to me that the doctrines it 
contained were false. Next day my wife 
earned the book back : 1 desired her to 
tell (he minister, from me, that it was full 
of lies, which scriptui'c and experience both 
proved. He sent for me to come and see 
him : accordingly the day following I went 

•c 



/ - .- . . ,. 

/ • . • 

and dined with him ; after dlnnrcr he re* 
quested all the family to withdraw from 
. the dinifip: room, they did so, and he and I 
were left alone. He tlien told me he un- 
derstood that God had done great things 
for nie ; whereupon I related my convic- 
tion and my conversion ; he paid a strict 
attention iintil I had done^ and then told 
me that I was under strong delusions of 
the devil. He got a hook out of his libra- 
ry for me to read ; as he handed it to me, ! 
the Lord shewed me by the voice of his 
Spirit) that the book was not fit for me : 
liowever, 1 disobeyed the divine impi^ession^ 
and took it at the minister's request. I , 
returned home, felt a temptation to dpubt^ \ 
and called to mind my various sins, but 
none of them condemned me ; I then tho't 
upon a particular sin, which I concluded 
would condemn me, but in a moment I felt 
an evidence that that sin was forgiven, as 
though separate from all the rest that ever 
I had committed ; but recollecting the min- 
ister had told me that " I was under strong 
delusions of the devil,'* it was suggested to 
my mind, it may be he i^ right : I went a 
little out of the road, and kneeled down 
and •rayed to God, that if I was deceived 
to undeceive me ; and the Lord said to me, 
<« Wliy do you doubt ? Is not Christ all- 
« siiffieient? I3 he not able? Have yr>!i 



*/not felt Ilia blood applied ?** I then 
sprang upon my feet and cried out, Not all 
the devils in hell, nor all the predestinari- 
ans on earth should make me doubt, for I 
hnew that I was converted : at that instant 
1 was filled with unspeakable raptures of 
joy. When I got home, my wife asked 
what the minister had said ; 'I told her, 
and that he Jiad no religion : at which she 
burst into tears, and wept, to .think I 
should say the ministei* had no religion. 
She said it was dreadful that I should con- 
demn their minister : she then said, you 
hate me, and all the presbyterians : I re- 
plied, no, my dear, I love you all ; but as 
yet I have not found one converted chris- 
tian among you. 

Fop three days I continued in these 
divine Futures of joy, and thought I 
should have no more trials or warfare, not 
being acquainted with the travels of a chris- 
tian through the snares and dangers ii> life ; 
bat the fourth day I fell into heaviness, 
through powerful temptations. The devil 
harassed my soul with fear fhatti had 
grieved the Spirit of God, and thai it had 
left me : a severe temptation ran through 
Die, *^ Let him go if he will /Let him 
go if he^willJ^^ Then it was strongly sug- 
gested to my mindrthati had as good turn 
back/ to my old wa^s again; but I eriedj, 
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HO) I love my Jesus ! I never will^ no, mot 
for a thousand worlds ! In tlie evening I 
prayed as usuaU but still felt as if dark 
and forsaken; after I got into bed, the 
Lord visited me in a powerful manner, and 
I lay as in the arms of Jesus. Towards 
the dawn of day, in a dream, I thought I 
saw the preacher, under whom I was awa- 
kened, drunk, and playing cards, with his 
gaiments all defiled with dirt. When I 
awoke and found it a dream, I was glad ; 
although I still felt some uneasiness on his 
account. In about three weeks after, I 
heard that the poor unfortunate preacher 
had fallen into sundry gross sins, and was 
expelled from the methodist connectioa : 
thus I saw my dream fulfilled. The tidings 
of liis fall filled me with such distress, tliat 
I wandered about like a poor lost sheep^ 
nvith these i*eflections : If the head is thus 
fallen, what will become of me, or what 
combats may I have with the devil ? At 
length, when in prayer, under sore tempt* 
ation, almost in despair, a new thou|;ht 
was iuj^ressed on my mind, that I must 
not trust in the arm of flesh, for, C unfed, 
28 he that putteth his trust in the arm of 
Jtesh. 1 then saw that my salvation did 
not depend on his standing or falling; I liad 
Ao stand for myself, and to give dil1geiic*c, 
through grace, to save my own soul : that 
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my soul must answer at the bar of God for 
my own deeds. I then drew a eqnelusionr 
that I would not join any churchy until I 
had read the bible, and compared it with 
their articles or confessions of faith. Ac- 
cordingly I took the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, and compared it with the 
scriptures, and found it held many things 
which were not in the bible, but repugnant 
thereunto : I then got the baptist Confes- 
sion of Faith, and compared their articles 
in like manner, and found them as unscrip- 
turai and repugnant to truth as the former. 
I found the bible held out free grace to aK, 
and^ar all, and that Christ tasted death 
for ercery man, and ofrer*ed gospel salvation 
to all: therefore I could not bear those 
contracted partial doctrines of uncondition- 
al election and reprobation. Sol threw 
them both aside, . and went on with the bi- 
ble, from Genesis to the Revelation, until 
I had read it through; by which time I 
was weD armed with arguments against 
the pred^stinarians. 

Sooi; after this, I had a dispute with a 
ealvinistie minister at his own houses upon 
election and reprobation. He told me that 
sueli a definite number of angels and men 
had been elected to life from all eternity, 
and the others, by an unalterable decree, 
had been reprobated to damnation. I then 
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told him hQ 'ivas a fool to prcacli^ if he be* 
iievedthat doctrine; the people M'ere fools 
to hear him, mueh more to pay him for 
preaching mich doctrine, and that he was 
no better than a pick-pocket, to take the 
people's i^o;aey, lyhen his preaching could 
be of BO service to them ; if every thing 
>vas pre-ortlained, determined and fixed by 
an eternal, unalterable decree : at this he 
was much offended, and left me. As I was 
going home, I got upon a neighbour's fence, 
where I sat for some considerable time, pon- 
dering in my mind what I had best do ; for \ 
I could not join either the presbyterians or \ 
baptists, because their articles and doctrine 
were contrary to scripture, to my faith and 
experience, and as yet there was no society 
of methodists formed in our parts. While 
I was thus meditating, the Lord, by his 
Spirit, in power spoke in my mind to thd 
following effect : " J have sliown you tkc 
way wherein you ou^ht to walk ; but your 
7vays are a grief to my Spirit.^^ I then re- 
eoliected« that at my conversion the Lord 
had shewed me that it was his will that I 
should join tiie methodist church, and that 
I had been putting it off for six months, 
tr^inir to join either the baptist orpresby- 
ii»rian church : such a shock of eoiviction 
i»an t!i rough my soul upon this reflection, 
that ou a sudden I crltd aloud, several 



»«>.( ■^Ks^cn 



-■J-^.-.- 



51 

.(imes^ ^^I am a methodist^ lam a meiho- 
dist I I am a methodisU^^ I then returned 
home, fuliy resolved to be s^ methodist ;^ 
although 1 well knew that persecution and 
reproach would be poured upon me from 
evei-y quarter. However, I was resolved 
to obey God, come what would : according- 
ly I told my wife that I was a methodist. 
She asked, what was the matter now ; I 
told her that God would not let me be any 
thing else. 

A few days after, an elder of the prcs- 
byteriau meeting came to talk with me, to 
whom I told my experience ; and that I 
knew that God, for Christ's sake, had for- 
given my sins. He replied, that he had 
been a member of the church twenty-live 
years, and never before heard any one say 
that "he knew his sins were forgiven; and 
for any one to say that he knew his sins 
were forgiven, he ought to be burnt; for h© 
made himself as perfect as an angel in 
heaven : nay, said he, I would help to burn 
such a man myself. I told him, if he nev-> 
er had felt a conviction for sin, to make 
him cry to God to save him, a poor sinner^ 
and had not felt the blood of Christ applied, 
to the washing away of his sins, his religi- 
on w as still no better than the devil's. This 
6hut him ,up, and he went away silent, and 
aTteinvapds told his minister that he slept 
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notic that night.' When be afterward rcr 
i:ated this to me/ 1 told him^that I wished 
that he had never slept any more, until he 
had found Christ. 

Some days after, I went to Woods-Town, 
about twelve miles from home, where I 
met with an old acquaintance who invited 
me to dine with him. I went; and when 
we were about setting down to dinner, I 
proposed to ask a blessing ; and as soon as 
I began, the tsvo journeymen burst out a 
laughing; at which, I arose and began tQ 
exhort them all in a very rough manner, 
thundering out hell and damnation against 
the ungocUy, with tears in my eyes. This 
broke up dinner, and neither of us eat any 
thing. S. SmaUwood, a youn^ worn an, be- 
ing present, was much affected, and a^ked 
me 4iome with her, accordingly I >vent, an4 \ 
when we got there, she related to her mo- 
ther, Mrs. Sparks, all that had passed. 
The ol(l lady and I soon fell into conversa- 
tion. She was a pious Moravian. 1 was 
truly glad that I had found a witness for 
Jesus; she being the first person iil had 
conversed with since my conversion, who 
testified the knowledge of sin forgiven.—. 
She knew that God,' for Christ's sake, had 
freely forgiven her sins : we had a comfort- 
able time in conversing together on tl»^ 
things of God. She told me that I was the 
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6rBt person she had met -wiihf In that place, 
who eould testify that their sins were for- 
given. I left fier with strong impressions 
on my mind to preach the gospel ; and on 
my way home began ' to illustrate on the 
gre«n tree and the dry ; the dry times and 
the green times. 

I still continued to read and examine the 
bible^ being fully convinced that a dispen- 
sation of the gospel was committed to me^ 
from the very hour that I had found peace 
with Grod. From that time I exhorted all 
that I had any intei*course with : the scHp- 
tures were wonderfully o)>ened unto me, 
and became my meditation by day and by 
.night: for often when a-sle^p, (exts were 
brought to my mind^ the Spirit divided 
them into heads, and I preache<l f rom them 
in my sleep. I frequently awoke, not 
knowing where to find the text I had been 
preaching from, and enquired of my wife, , 
if she knew ; and upon her replyitjg that 
she did not, I have lain a few minutes, and 
God has revealed to me both the chapter 
and verse, which I desired her to remem- 
ber, and in the morning found it as the 
Ijord had revealed it to me. This so fpc- 
qiicnlly oocurred that my wife usod to say, 
*' Yuu are always preaching." However, 
il caused hor to ponder these tbinf^s in lien 
heart. I saw that if ever I slioulcl win her 
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to Christf it must be by love, and a close 
VfBlk with God : for, I observed (hat she 
M^atcbed me closely. She went many times 
to her minister, and he as often daubed her 
.up with untempered mortar, and she would 
return again strong in her oWn opinion. — 
But when she observed to him that there 
was an alteiution in me, he replied, that I 
expected to get to heaven by my works.— 
When 1 told her that I shotdd be a preach- 
er, she replied, " You look like a preach- 
er, and do not understand one. te^Lt in the 
bible.*' 

However, I continued to go on ; and 
about this time, Philip Gatch, one of the 
Methodist preachers, preached about four 
miles from our house ; my wife and I went 
to hear him. He gave us an alarming dis- 
course, which reached the heart of my 
wife. She called him aside after preach- 
ing, and said, << If what my husband tells 
me, anA what you preach be true, I have 
no religion/' He came to me and told me 
my wi& was awakened, and that we must 
go with him to the place where he was to 
preach in the afternoon ; we accordingly 
went. After he had done j^reaching, ho 
asked nte to go to prayer ; this was a great 
cross, as 1 had never prayed in public, ex- 
cept in my family ; however, I felt it my 
du^ to comply^ and accordingly took up 
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toy cro8s> and tha Lord wrought powerful- 
Ijr.upon the people; among the resty my 
wife was so wrought upon that she cried 
aloud for mercy. So great was her con- 
riction^ that for three cmys, she eat, drank^ 
or slept but little. She now saw she had 
only been a pharisee^ and was in a lost con- 
dition. On the third day, in the afternoonj, 
she went over to John Murphey'si a neigi^- 
bour of ours^ a sensible man and one well 
experieuoed in religion. After some con- 
Tersation with him, she returned hoine^ 
and upon her way, the Lord broke in upon 
her souU and she came home rejoicing in 
God, During her absence, I went from 
home to visit a sick man, with whom I tar- 
ried* all night. On my return next morn- 
ing, she met me at the door with tears of 
joy ; we embraced each other, and she cri- 
ed out. *^Now I know what you told me 
is true, for the Lord hath pardoned my 
sins.'' We had a blessed meetings it wai^ 
the happiest day we had ever seen togeth*- \ 
cr. ^« Now, said she, I am willing to be a 
methodist too :'' from that time we went 
on, hand and hand, helping and building 
each other up in the Lord. These were 
like tlie beginning of days to us. Our cliil- 
dren also began to yield obedience to the 
I^rd, aiiff in the course of about three 
ninnlb« af(<rr my Avife's cojivcrsion, we Iwicl 



six children •onverted to God: two sous 
and four daughters, the youngest of vrhom 
was only seven years old. 

My neiglibours when sick, now began to 
jpend for me to pray with and for them ; 
fiome of whom after they recovered, were 
ushamed, lest they should be laughed at 
for sending for <* old Abott^* to pray with 
them. 

I'liere was one remarkable instance, 
which J shall here mention, viz« 1 dreamed 
that one of my neighbours had a fire broke 
out, and I worked at it until it became pure 
gold, and then I told him that he was one 
of the rich* st men in the world. Soon af- 
ter, 1 dreamed that a fire broke out and 
run throgh all his plantation, and then died 
away, and the whole appeared to.be a coal- 
piine. It rested on my mind, what these 
dreams could mean. In a few Mceks this 
neighbour was taken sick, and lay very ill 
with a pleurisy. His life being despaired 
of, he reqiiested them to send for me to 
pray with him. J got out of my bed and 
went. \V hen I got there, he told me that 
the Loi'd had warned him to send for me, 
and that all his sius had passed before hioi 
that >J|;,ht, and that he expected to die and 
go to hell ; but that he now felt bis anguish 
and guili removed, and his mind tilled w ith 
remarkable peace. 1 told him his soul was 
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tsonrerted: he suddenly clasped his hands 
and spran^up Id the bed praising God aloud^ 
eKhortingall in the place to repent and turd 
to God. His words wrought so powerfully 
on their hearts, that a general weeping took 
place. That night his disorder broke, and 
he recovered and lived some years in the 
service of God ; then died a happy man : 
but his family, who were all struck with 
the power #f God, the night of his conver- 
sion, lost their desires for salvation. Thea 
I understood that. the flre^ which I had seen 
in my dream,- was the heavenly fire which 
had caught in him and run through all his 
family ; the pure gold wa^ that treasure he 
retained in his own soul ; the coaL mine, 
his family, who lost their desires and wei*e 
dead and barren in religion. 

At another time, on a Saturday night, I 
dreamed that the next day there would be a 
disappointment, and that the expected 
preacher would not come, and that the 
Lord said to me, <* Fou miiat go and predch, 
*^ far. you must speak for we*" 1 awoke, 
and awaked my wife* knd told her my 
dream. She replied,. « Y«;u are always 
*• dreaming about preaching ; there is no 
^* doubt but wbat the preacher will be 
** jthere. I said, very well, we will go and 
see ; accordingly we went ; the people ga- 
thered, but no preacher came. One of 
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|lie men satd^ we ought not to let the people 

r[> away without ^singing and pf ayer ; which 
thought very rights and concluded with- 
in niyseJf to preach. A hymn was sung, 
and one went to prayer* hut the cross was 
so great that my heart failed, and I did not 
attempt to speak. The people being dis- 
missed I returned home sorely distressed^ 
that 1 had been so fearfol as to disobey the 
divine impression that had attended my 
inind. Thus I feil into great heaviness and 
deadness, and wandered about the fields ; at 
length I retired into the woods, and cove- 
nanted with the Lord, that if he would re- 
veal himself to me again, as be had done 
before, I would go and preach wherever 
he would send me, even if it were to de- 
vils. That instant the Lord broke into my 
soul with power, I arose from my knee» 
and preached to the very trees of the 
wood. I was i^solved thiH>ugh grace, 
ihe first op{)ortun]ty that offered, to preach 
to men. A few days after, a neighbour 
died, and I was requested to attend the fu- 
neral. As I rode to tjie place, these words, 
<< Circumcise your hearts^ for to-morroto 
the Lord will do great things among you,'* 
rested weightily on my mind. \V hen I 
got to the place, I stood up and said, <»The 
«< Lord has shewn us what we shall all come 
<f to^ in taking this our fellow mortal from 
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« time to eternity ;'* then went to j^rayeiv 
and when I arose from my knees, I took 
my text and preached. The word had ef- 
fect on Kiany, and we had a weeping sea- 
son* From that time I went on t© preach, 
as ooeasion served, from time ^o time, ^and 
the fruit which the Lord gave me, was a 
satisfactory evidence that he had called me 
to the work of the ministry, and had com- 
mitted a dispensation of the gospel unto 
me. Some time after this, as I was on my 
way to hear one of the Methodist preach- 
ers, it was strongly lmptH3Ssed on my mind 
that the preacher would not be there, and 
that I must preach from a certain text 
n'bich tlien was given me. When I got to 
the place, I understood that the preacher 
was so unwell Ihat he could not come. One 
of the principal members in. that plaee asked 
me to pray with the people. After prayer 
I arose and took my text and began to 
preach, at which tlie people were surprised, 
it being very unexpected to them ; however 
it was a time of liberty and power. After 
meeting, a man asked me to preach at his 
house the next sabbath, accordingly the 
appointment was made, wbich I attended, 
and feit a great opening in divine things, 
aud the people were much wrought on. It 
was iii a nciglibourhood where there never 
hail been any mcthot'ist preaching before. 
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The Se^Uowing extraei'dinary occurrence 
took plaice : while I was s|)eaking witii 
great zeal, and exclaiming against the vari- 
ous abominations of the people, and point- 
ing out tiieir enormous sins, I cried out, 
<< For aught I know, there may be a mur- 
derer in this eongregHtion ! '^ Immediately 
a lusty man attempted to go out, but when 
he got to the door he bawled out, and 
stretched out both his arms and run back- 
wainl, as though some one had been before 
him pressing on him to take his life, and he 
endeavouring to defend hiftiself f[*om the 
attack, until he got to the far side of the 
room, and then fell backward against the 
wall and lodged on a chest, and eiied out 
very bitterly, and said, He was ttie mur- 
derer, for he had killed a man about M^ 
te^n years before, and that two men met 
him at the door with pointed swortls^ 
and pursued him across the room to stab 
him ! Thus he lay, and cried with great 
anguish of soul. This surprised me sa 
much that I stopped preaehiug. The people 
were greatly alarmed, and looked on tl&e 
man with tlie utmost astonishment. After 
a short pause, I went on again, and iinisli- 
ed my discourse ; the man who was in this 
wonderful manner wrought upon, recovered 
himself and went away, and I never have 
seen or heard of him since. 
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^Vbe sabbath after, I preached in the 
school-house ia my own neighbourhood t 
k had been mmoared abroad that I was 
that day to preach to drunkards : people 
of all kinds came oat, and we had a large 
eongregation. The Lord attended his word 
with power, even to some who came only 
out of ^n idle curiosity to hear, as they 
thought, some laughable nonsense. 

About this time we formed a class in oui5 
fteighbourhood, and I was appointed to lead 
them. We were taken into the circuit, 
and had regular circuit preaching once in 
two weeks : I continued to preach on sab-^ 
bath days, and the circuit preachers en 
week days. 

The American war came on, and this in- 
creased our pei*seeution : for hitherto we 
had been perse<suted as flnethodlst christians, 
but in addition to this we were now brand- 
ed with tfiryism : for the metbodists were 
considered by their persecutors as tories ; 
and I am sorry to say that the impropeip 
conduct of some, both preachers and mem- 
l)crs, gave some grounds for the suspicion. 
However, to be called a methodist, was a 
certain imputation of toryism in the esti-* 
mallon of our enemies ; but for my part I 
never mctUlied in tlio politics of the day — . 
nry eallAvus to preach salvation to sinners, 
<o wage war against the works of the devil*? 
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On^ day major H. asked me if I preached 
up for war ; I told him lio, I did not : he 
then asked me what I did preach ^ I told 
him that I preached repentance to^iards 
God, and faith in Jesus Christ ; and that all 
who did not experience this would be 
damned and go to hell. He appeared angry 
at this answer ; hot when I related to hioE 
my conviction and conversion, he was ealniy 
and wished me well. I asked him to come 
and hear me, and then he would know my 
manner of preaching. 

At a certain time I had an appointment 
to preach at D. G.'s in Deerfleld, at which 
a uiob co]lex5tcd, and threatened to tar and 
feather the preacher, if he came and at* 
templed to preach. Mr. G. met me upoa 
the road, and advised me to go back» for 
the mob had collected in order to tar and 
feather me. At first I thought I would re- 
turn, consulting with flesh and blood, I con<« 
eluded it would be a disagreeable thing to 
have my clothes sp^ed, and my hair ail 
matted together with tar, &c. But those 
words reviving in my mind, The servant is 
not greater than his Lord, I immediately 
resolved to go and preach, even if I were 
to die for it. When we arrived at the place^ 
there was a large congregation assembled^ 
so that the house could not contain thcm^ 
and a number stood round about tlic door. 
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Twent in among theiii» and gave out a hymn, 
but no one sung ; 1 Chen sang four lines my- 
self, while every joint in my body trembled, 
and then said, let us pray ; but before 
prayer was over, the power of God fell on 
me in saeh a manner, that it instantly re- 
moved from me the fear of man, and some 
eried out. I arose, took my text and preaeh- 
ed with great liberty, and before the meet- 
ing was over, I saw many tears di*op from 
their e^^es and the head man of the mob said, 
that he had never heard such preaehing 
since Mr. Williams went away : So I came 
off clear ; glory be to God, who stood by 
me in this trying hour. I then asked if I 
should give out for preaehing again, but the 
answer was no. So I returned home happy 
in my soul. Meeting with one of our 
preachers, I told him how great things the 
Lord had done for poor me. lie replied, 
it is nothing to what he will do for you, if 
you are faithful, for it is the will of God, 
even your sanctiiication ; why said I, I am 
happy in God already, but if there is such 
a blessing to be had, I am determined to 
have it, and from that time I began to seek 
for it. In examining, I found in the bible 
that it was the will of God, even our sane- 
tiiication. I soon hungered and thirsted 
for full salvation. In family prayer, one 
morning, the hand of the Lord came upojt 
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me, In such a tnaftner, that I fek the im* 
pression, as though ane had laid an Iiaud 
upon me, attended ^ilb such power tliat I 
thought I should die ; but unbelief took 
place, and the power withdrew, or I believe 
that God would have sanctified me that 
moment. At night I was afraid to pray 
for such power, for fear that God would 
kill me, therefore my prayer was only lip- 
language ; by this lime 1 got veiy dead. 
However, next night I prayed ft^m my ve- 
ry heart for the power again, live or die, 
and God poured out his Spirit upon u» all 
in such a mauner, that the plaee was glo- 
rious because of the presence of the Lord, 
and his dying love filled all our hearts. I 
was now engaged for the blessing more than 
ever ; ^oon after D. Rufi* came upon the 
circuit, and my house being a preaching 
place, he came and preached, and in the 
morning, in family prayer, he prayed that 
God would come and sanctify us soul and 
body. I repeated these words ' after him, 
<< Come, Lord, and sanctify me, soul and 
body !" That moment -tiie Spirit of God 
came upon me in such a manner, that I 
fell fiat to the floor, and lay as one strange 
ling in blood, while my wife and children 
stood weeping over me : but I had not pow- 
er to lift hand 6r foot, nor yet to speak o^ie 
word : I believe I lay half aa hour^ and feh 
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the power of God running througli every 
pari of my soul and body^ like fire consu* 
min^ the inward corruptions of fallen, de* 
IHraTed nature. When I arose and walked 
out of the door* and stood pondering these; 
things io nrty heart, it appeared to me that 
the whole ereatiou was praising God; it 
also appeared as if I had got new eyes^ for 
every thing appeai'od new, and I felt a love 
for all the ereatures that God had made, 
and an uninterrupted peaee iilled my breast. 
la tlireedays God gave me a full assuranee 
that he hsid sanetiEed me, soul and body. 
Tf a man lore me he* 'will keep mtf words / 
and i^y Fathei* will lirve him^ and we will 
come tmto him and make our abode wUh 
fctm. J<^n XIV. %S; Which I found da:y by 
day manifested to. my soul by the witness of 
hir Spirit : glory to God for what he then 
didt and since has done for poor me. 

Some time after^ I went to Salem, and 
A^ H. came to me and said, I understand 
that you preach. I said, Yes. Then, said 
he, wiU you come and preach at my house; 
I said, if you please you may give it out 
next sabbath day. He did so, and accord- 
ingly 1 attended, and found a large congre- 
gation assembled, Co whom I preached, and 
Gpd attended the word with power ; some 
cried out, and many were in tears. After 
sermon, I made another appointment for 
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liiat day two weeks, at eleven o'elock.— 
There being an eWer of the presbyteriaa 
chui-ch prescrit, he asked% me if I would 
come and preaek at liis house ? I told him 
that I wouI^,ydii Umt day two weeks, at 
three o'(^lo^tk. Another said it was the 
ti'uth i l^id , 8poken> bat in a very rough 
inaniier« "^ At the time appointed I attended* 
and fodfnd many people at both places. At 
the fifst, I felt mueh freedom in speakings 
and after sermon fo>aml thai both the msMk 
and liis Avife were awakened. At the «e-p 
cond, great power attended^ the word; se- 
veral cried aloud, and one fell to the floc^. 
After meeting I asked the man of the house 
if he knew what he had done. He replied* 
"Waat have Idone?" Said I, You have 
opened your door to the metliodtsts^ and if 
a work of religion breaks out, your people 
will turn you out of their synagogue. 
He replied, that he would die for the truth. 
I appointed to preaeh again at both plaeos^ 
that day two weeks. 

Next day, on my return home, I .called 
at a baptist's house, whose daughter was 
very ill: after some conversation I went to 
pi'ayer, and while at prayer the Lord set her 
soul at liberty, and she praised God before 
us all. Here I fell in company with one of 
Whitefield's converts, who had known the 
liord forty years : we had great comfort m 
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He told mc his temptations, and eried oul^ 
<* There! I have now done it," andelapped 
his hand on his meath. I told him he had 
not done it, and that he would not do it for 
the world* His mother be^n to ery, aad 
his father soon came in, and I warned hija 
a^inst such eondnet towards his son; but 
he told me it was all delusion. Who tekl 
you so ? said L D. P. said he ; and he k^ 
presbyterian, and a good man* Tell B, P. 
that he is a d<§eeived man, said I, for this 
is the the true work of God upon your son* 
The son then eried out. The Lord is here! 
The Lord is here ! The fjither said to me, 
<^ Benjamin, arc you not a free mason?" I 
told him no : I knew nothing of masonry ; 
but I knew tliat this was the operation of the 
Spirit of God. The father then wept. I 
went to prayer, and the family were all in 
tears. After this the son went on joyfully. 
After I left thishiouse, X went to another 
of the neighbours, and after some conversa- 
tion with them I went to prayer. The 
man kneeled, but the woman continuecl 
knitting all the time of prayer. When I 
arose, I took her by the hand and said, Do 
you pray ? And looking stedfastly at her 
and added, God pity you. This pierced 
her heart so, that she never rested until her 
soul was converted to the liord. The whole 
neighbourhood seemed alarmed. 



A qfiaker^ ^^bo-otie day came to heav me^ 
a«ked me liome with him. When I enteiv 
ed his hmse I said^ God has brought fialra- 
tion to this hoase* At pi^ayer, in the even* 
ifigy iiis' daughter ^as strtiek under eoifrie • 
tioByiNMt soon kftep^ the old man, his wifr, 
three sons, and two AEkughters, were all 
braoghttoexperieneeTeltgion; so that we 
had a eonsiderahle society. 

A baptist preacher, who iived about twen- 
ty miles distant, heainng what was going 
on in the neighbourhood, >yent thither and 
preaehed the neeessity of water baptism, 
and was sosueeesstul as to get six of my 
sheep into the water, who left us and fol- 
lowed him. Elated with this saecess, he 
foHowed me from ^ace to place, but ail in 
Tain, for he was not able to turn another 
out of the way. 

But to return to my*'appointments. In 
Maanittgton great congregations attended. 
The man and bis wife were both awakened 
and under strong convictions, and many 
others were stirred up to enquire the way 
to Zion. At the second place, the minis- 
ter thereof attended, I felt at first a great 
eross to preach before him, he being a learn* 
ed man, and I supposed he had come to 
hear me with an etil design, as appeared 
afterwards to be the case* However, I 
prayed to the Lord not to let mo bo eon- 
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fbuoded* After I began^mj^ jeross wa« but 
lights a|i4 the minister :wJbo set before me 
Mas no more than another sianeir* Tho 
power.oi'God rested upoi) u&f .and seversd 
eried out aloud^ and ivi^ fell to the floor ago* 
nizing for salvation*.- 1 tarjcitii all Bi|^t» and 
the minist^er and fiv^ or sjix of the heads of 
the presbytepian n^eting spent tlieevening^. 
^ithme9in order to dispute and pick me to 
pieces if possible. The minister asked me if I 
was afFe^lian. I answiered yes. Then said he 
« You deny the perseverance of tlie saints." 
God foi4)id9 said I^ for none can be saved 
unless they persevere to the end. Thea 
said he, yon believe the possii^ility of fall- 
ing from grace ; I anawei^ed yes. He then^ 
in a very abrupt maBner^^ve me the lie; 
but Avhen I told him that I eould prove the 
doctrine by the word of God^ he very pas- 
sionately gave me the lie again. 1 quoted 
sundry sci*ipturcs« paiticularly that of Ba* 
vid's fall, and turned to £zek« chap.iiu ver* 
20 and 21 y and wished him to read and ex- 
plain the passage I but he would nottouek 
the bible. His elder said, it read as I said^ 
and be ought to explain, it. He, in a pas-^ 
sion, said he was brought up at college and 
certainly knew ; but I was a fool, and h^ 
eould cut such a fellow's throat; then turn* 
ed to his elder and said, <* If there was a 
^ dog's head on your shoulders I would out 
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<«a eff. B# not yon know the >¥lRle« of 
«yonp own ehui'Ch? I will teach^ybn bct- 
*«*ep." I told him the earse of 'Ood was 
upon all such watchmen as he was, who 
did not warn the people against sin ^ thiat 
if they lived and died in sin they coiiid 
not be saved, and by his doctrine souls 
Inigfat fall away and perish, but their blood 
would be found in his skirts. He replied, 
I could cut such a fellow's (hrojit ; it makes 
my blood boil to hear the perseverance of 
the saints denied. I then handed him the bi- 
ble, and desired him to clear it up*; but, said 
he, *<you are a fool, yon know nothing at 
<*aU. I was brought up at college and I 
'* will have yon before your betters.** He 
got so angry that he eould say but little 
more. I told him that if we were ambassa- 
dors forChrist, we ought to go on hand and 
heart to attat^ the devil in all his strong 
holds. And then asked the man of the 
house iff should preach there again ; but 
the answer was no. So this place was shut 
against me through the influence of the 
ministier. But glory to God, there were 
doors opened in Mannin^ton, so that I was 
Qt no loss for places to preach at. 

I accordingly preached at William Har- 
▼ey's where the people eame ont pretty gen- 
erally* and the Lord wrought powerfully 
afiooDg them. And on mjr return home^ I 
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went yf\ih one of my old eompantons who 
aftked me if I would pTeack at his hoitae iQ 
Woods-Town. I told him I wouid^ accord- 
ingly an aopointment was made» -and we 
had a erowucd house* Wliile I was i^ieak- 
iBg9 a mob of soldiers eame with'tbeir guns^^ 
aii^ bayonets fixed, and one rushed in^ while* 
the reist surrounded the door. The people 
fled every way, and he presented his gun 
and bayonet as though he would run me 
through ; it passed close by my ear twiee. 
Jf ever I preaelied the terrors of the law^ 
I did it while be was threatening me in 
this manner^ for I felt no fear of death, and 
soon found he eould not withstand the fpree 
of truth ; he gave way and retreated tp the 
door. They endeavoured to send him baek 
again, hut in vain, for he refused to retura. 
However I went <m and ftnished my diS'^ 
eourse, and then asked the man ^i the 
house, if I riiould preaeh tliere agsuf^t b^ 
said no, for tliey will pull down my hou»e* 
But Doctor Harris told me I might preach 
in Ins house. In two weeks I attended at. 
tlie Doctor's, aad. found about one hundred 
men under arms. When I began to preachy 
they grounded tbei^ arms, and heard b^ 
in a quiet, orderly manner. 

About this time, the government wan 
drafting the militia to go into the service 
of their country : Anymg others, tj^ let 
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ftU M me to go ; but as I had a tall to 
preach, I could not think of gpiijg out to 
£ght ; howeyer, I had to pay a sum of mo- 
ney sufficient to procure another man to go 
in my place. 

I to!d my vftte that we must move from 
that neighbourho<Ml, for ive should be ruin- 
ed to stay among a set of people^ who^ from 
their enmity, >vere deter mined to do me all 
the injury they could. Accordingly I rent- 
ed a place in Manmngton, near Salem^ 
vhere the people were more friendly and 
not so full of the spirit of war. Here I 
had many doors Opened for me to preachy 
and a powerful work of religion took place^ 
attended with several remarkable conyer- 
rionsy which I think worthy of notice. One 
was a woman, who after returning hmne 
from preachings under great conyiction^ 
applied herself to prayer ; and while she 
was about her ' house- work, and as she 
walked across the floor^ with her heart 
liftefl to God in penitential supplication, 
the Lord applied these words to her, Go in 
peace and gin no more ; and at that instant 
she was brought into liberty^ and cried eut, 
*fl have got the IiOrd! I have got the 
Lord !" Her children asked what was the 
matter. To whom she repeated the same 
words. They then told her some one was 
eoming : she replied, *^ I do not eare ; for 
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}[ J^ate got tbc LordL" The dim came im, 
^aiA she eoDtiHued to praise tlie Leitl ia 
suiBh a mannery that he >Yas stroek under 
deep eonvietioD* 

Another instance was a quakeF womaiu 
who went frooi preaebing under strong 
eonvietion/and such ang;ui9h of mind, that 
she paid no attention to her family^ nor 
even to her sneking child. Early io the 
morning I was sent for : When I went ^te 
was setting with both hand^ clinehed fast 
in the hair of her head, erying out, << Lord 
<< have mercy on me ! Save Lord or I pe- 
« rish ! I shall go to hell, &c«" I told her 
to pray in faitli, to look tp Jesus and la|^ 
hold of the promises, and God would have 
mercy on her ; but she replied, I eamot 
pray. I said, You do pray very well; go 
on. I tlien kneeled down and prayed» 
Three pious women who were present did 
likewise. Qne Qf the women said, she 
could not |H*ay in Engli^. I told her to 
pray in Dutch, for God understood duteh 
as well asEnglidi: The distressed woman, 
appeared to be worsoy like one going dis^ 
tracted. I then sang the hymn composod 
for one possessed of an evil spirit. 

Kin§^ of kings* spreftd tfij wliig9A . 
Christ our weakness cover, 
Tili thf? storm is or^r, &c. 
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mfeB these Iftst words were mngf I Mi 
SBcb faiUif Aat I told them the Lord would 
deli¥erher; and said^ let us pray* I kneel- 
ed dawn^in a few minutes ^e elapped her 
bands together and eried^ <<My Lord, my 
6^ and my Father !'' Her soul was im- 
■neifiately set at liberty^ and she sprang up.« 
Tricing, praismgy and giving glory to 
God. Her husband burst into a flood of 
tears and said» If my wife^ who has been 
so goody had to undergo sueh distress^ what 
If ill become of me ? I exhorted him to look 
to Gody and he would find mercy. In about 
iBix weeks after, he was safely converted. 
One of the women present, who had been 
eonverted some time before, was now 
thrown into doubts^ and said, she feared 
Ae never was converted, because she nev- 
ur was wrought upon in such an extraor- 
dinary manner. I told her, that was no 
proof, for I was not wrought on in that 
manner myself; yet I knew that I was 
converted. God works upon his people as 
he in his wisdom sees best ; fliat no one's 
distress could be a standard for another ; 
so that if our sins and guilt are removed, 
d the power of religion is Axed in the 
*ul, it is enougli. None should doubt it 
seause they were not brought in, as they 
e others. This was a trick of the devil 
rob her of her confidence. However she 
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i^as doubtful for three days ; then the IjfaA 
Messed Iter with such light and comforl^ 
that every fear and doubt was removed. 

About the same time, a man in the neiglr- 
.bourhoody under, great eonvietion eame to 
see me I upon his way lie was tempted to 
believe that the scripture which says, Ijf 
thy right liand offend ihee^ cut it off and 
cast it from thee^ must be litjeraily obeyed ; 
he felt for his knife to try. it, but had it 
not with him. He told me his distress^ 
which both stirprised and rejoiced me. He 
had lately been a bitter enemy to religion^ 
and had used his wife ill on account of her 
being religious* After some conversation, 
I went to , prayer with him, my wife and 
two or three of the children prayed also ; 
but he got no relief. As he was returning, 
on his way home, he. was struck to the 
ground by the power of God, and never 
arose until his soul was set at liberty. 

Another instance, was a Roman catholie, 
whose wife was religious. One Sunday 
morning he wanted her to go a visiting 
with him, instead of going to meeting, 
which she refused, being determined to go 
to meeting. This threw him into a great 
passion ; however^ he set off alone upon 
his intended visit ; but beibre he had gon* 
far, he concluded he would return, and with 
malice and u^urder in his heart, detcrmki* 
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ing that she should go 'with hini^ or he 
would kill her : when he returned, she met 
hiBiy and spoke to him with sueh tenderness, 
that his rage ealtned away. He concluded 
he wottMgo with her to meeting ; they both 
eame ; and, under pHcaebiog^ the word 
slTuek him with ^neh power, that he eried 
.aloud under guilt and eondemnation ; and 
before all the eongregatJon, told what 
had passed in the morning, and wanted to 
kaow what he should do to be saved. I ex- 
-jj^ained to him the way and plan of salva- 
tioB ; and in a shmi, time after, he found 
peaee, and became a sttaidy religious man. 

A young woman eamf) to me one day af- 
ter preaching, imder great distress ; I ask- 
ed her if she Imd not foHowed the dcTit's 
muBioiiMM, the jBddlers. She said she had 
daneed many a time, ami eiren all night. I 
told her tbeii^ to pitiy ail night, until tjod 
had paidonied her. She ssud she would; 
aoeordifigly she returned home under great 
^ti^ss, and ptstyed tlieivfaole night : next 
•morning tbe L<^ Messed her soul. 

AaoUier joutag woman came to me, and 
asked what she should do to be saved : I 
poiated her to the Lord and to the promis- 
es. This was sabtetth day, she went hoine 
with us, andl t^M her to stay, for so long^ as 
she prayed, so long she should he welcome. 
Her distress increased until Tuesday morn- 
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ing All the pr<»ceding night I heardTier 
mourning and lamenting. At- breakfast 
iier di^trc^s was so great she could not ea(^ 
but retired into the woocls to prav, where 
she continued until »hc fdiind the Lord, and 
returned rejoicing in. Chrfst her Saviour; 

A school master in the neighbourhood, 
who was a learned sensible man /but a ve- 
ry drunken and wicked one, got awakened^ 
and so far reformed, that he (eft oif drink- 
ing to excess, and other vices for soiiie^ 
time; but at a certain time he gave wa;f 
to temptation, and Was overcome by strolag 
drink ; after: he ^ot soberi his iriind wa» 
.tormented with great -horror, ami he went 
to a neighbour's hoi^ise to tarry all ni^tt 
and in the night, after the fkmily were^l 
in bed, he could not sl^ep, but lay with tor- 
menting reflec^iotts* which ' increased his 
fears, until at leng^th he imagined that hp 
saw two devils enter the room, in'ttrtler- to 
take him away. ThkMgtitened hirrrout ijf£ 
bed, and he ran up into one comer of the 
room, and there screamed and fought, ^» 
though he was fighting and beating off th» 
two devils. This alarmed the whole fam- 
ily, who rose in great confusion, and could 
not tell what to do. ITiey sent over for 
me; I went, and found him in a shocking 
condition : I told him it was only thot 
^jtrength of imagination : that there y/^er^. 
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■• derils fliere to take bim ai^ay ; but lie 
Still doelared they were in the room ; and 
what added to tlie a^vfulnes^ of. the scenes 
was* at. Ibis tiine^ a very dark and dismai? 
dottdt arose in the ddes^.that gave awful 
sensalioQs to all who beheM it. At lenglb 
a most remarkable flasli of lightning came^ 
blazing front lite elonds^ and the streams 
of lightning flashed into the houi^e^and Vk 
treoiendoua clap of thunder^ equal to any £ 
ever beard* burst forth as if tlie place \mA 
been sinking : and tlie very honsc trembled^ 
At that instant, I felt the power of the Lord*^ 
like lightning run through me. I instaot- 
ly w^it to prayer^ and they ||U fell upon 
Uieir kne^s* and were mueh affected, and 
continued in supplieation during the whole 
night. Soon after this, ail the grown pait 
of the family were brought into the liberty 
and knowledgie of the truth, as it is in Jesuso 
I shall here mention a circumstanee, 
which I hope will be a warning to parents 
Viho oppose their children in religious sen- 
timents. A youflg man, the only son of a 
professed quaker, got awakened by hear- 
ing the methodist preachers, and applied 
himself to prayer and reading the scrip- 
tures : he was likely to go on well in reli- 
gion, until his father and mother, with gri^at 
wlistinacy and bigotry, violently opposed 
bis going among the methodists, as though 



GO 

methodism was ifae vorst tbiog in the 
world : nathiog would do but tke son must 
be a quaker. At iengtb by tlieir yirieaee 
and displeasure, he was kept from meeting, 
and from going amongst the nethoittst 
friends. It had a very different tffetxi <hi the- 
poor unfortunate young man f for instead oF- 
becoming a religious quaker, he soon after 
became the most profligate youth in thM; 
part. God took bis &ther and his mother ^ 
to et^oity. I'his same young man, in a. - 
few years^ ran through a large estate 1^^ 
him by his fatfaerj, and Sakm jail beeame 
his habitation* 

I do verilyjH^lieve, that the violent ^po- 
sition of his parents was the oause of nis 
desperate courses, whjieh brought him to 
poverty and shame. Oh! how careful pa^ 
rents and others, ought to be, not to use 
violene or severity with children in matters 
of religion and conscience : How di<eadful» 
for those who profess I'eltgion themselves^' 
to be guilty of it* It evidently arises from^ 
tlie same mistaken bigoted*spirit that burnt 
the protesrfants under Queen ]\?ai*y, of Bri- 
tain^ and hanged the quakers in New-Eng^ 
land : whether it lie among quakers, math* 
odists, presbyt^rians, churchmen, romaa 
catholics* or any other denominatioh^ it is 
contrary to the spirit of Christianity. It 
's one principal objection I have to tlie 
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coDdtict or (he p«np)e callr.tl quakers, 
(luiy ttt-e so liigultti to thfir nwn nulioBi 
fnrui^ and moilv, Uiat tlioy will tint alloiv 
Ihi-ir chiltliwn to ut(cni) evrn Ibe iiiust [iluiii 
uud i-fl(|pDtis |>n*a(i)iiDf; in tlio hui-IiI, pi-u 
v'ulcd it it nut among (hemsrlvrs. I liityf 
>:n<iwii inslanci's, ut'thcif young pcojilc li 
lag uwukcued iinilrp our iiirailu'i's. ai 
"icy tiave been restraiiM^d iiy tlii-ir iKirtnts. 
I Utc ii«ads of llieir meeting, t« tht-ir 
lal: ifijury ; and soniclinM-s, T ft'ar, (i> 
llfirelrrnal ruin. Ho sauivil <lu they hold 
leirrigltt to membei'Mii]), ailUuugli nioslly 
litaioed by liidh. that, ^cnei-aily Hpeakinft; 
Ifcey "ppoar belter pontHntcd ibat tlifii- 
thildren slinuld remain irreligious wiibia. 
tlif pnleut'lhuiruwn vLui'o]i,lhanthalihi 
Hhauidb(.-f4;aie vt'Hlly i-elij^iuiis uniur);; 
olhtr )K-oplc. Bui to nie it ap]>ears strajij^j 
K (wuple, wbosc prtdecrBsoi-s wi-i-e so 
'us {'or iibei-Iy of eonsttiencci liboiiM 
ti llir same trpor that tiii-y «» loudly 
mwl in ollit^rti ; as if it wrri- a «'"''*"' 
ii^-hmati i»r a ppVHbylt-i'iau 
It chilli I'raiii ^uing ti> a qiiuker 
n I'or a ijtinlirr to n-§lniin oiii' 
I a inotttoilii^t oi- oiIht tv 
ip. Tlicy cry "ii( in Ow 
H agsiiust uliiDVii, tliul vtliim 





Ty^ which they haye carried to so great a 
pitchy that they will not allow a minister 
*of Christ, if he had as much g^aee as the 
apostle Paul, to preach in one of their meet- 
ing-houses, unless a member of their own 
church. But for niy part, I do not be- 
lieve, that religion consists in eitheir form 
'Or mode. Neither do I believe, a reeord 
of our names on any church book under 
heaven, will stand the test in the awful 
liour of accounts, unless they are recorded 
in the Lamb's book of life. For my part« 
I love heart religion, let me find it where 
I may. 

The second year that I lived in the 
township of Manniogton, about the last of 
December, I lost my son Benjamin. He 
was in the fourteenth year of his age, and 
had heeh eiqierieneed in religion from the 
age of seven. When death was upon him, 
I said, Benny, do you know you are dying ? 
He asked me if I thought he was : I said 
yes, in a little time you will stand before 
the eternal t^od. He instantly prayed as 
though he had been in perfect health : while 
he was at prayer cveiy person in the. room 
wept, and some cried quite loud. He then 
With a loud and strong voice, exhorted the 
nei;;h hours who were present, to prepare 
to sfand before Go<)^aod turning to his hro- 
"^ters and sisters, he exhorted Uiemtopre* 



^ 



63 

pare to meet him at the right hand of God. 
I then called my wife to eoiue and isee her 
son die. She eame, and asked him if he 
bad no doubt. He answered with. great 
fepvonr. No ! mamma* I know that my 
Redeemer liveUi. He then looked at roe 
and said, ««Datldy, I shall meet you again 
in paradise.^' He then pointed with his 
iinger and said, « Who are them two men 
standing in whjte raiment ? I long to get 
to them. I am. going,'* said, he, and that 
moment he died^ and fell asleep in the 
arras of Jesus without a sigh, groan or 
stmggle.^- On this occasion God gave me 
resignation 5 though as a father, I felt the 
losa of my son, yet I rejoiced th^t God had 
taken him to reign with J^esus in^ a better 
world. I exhorted those who were pre$^ 
entf not to cry, for God had answered my 
prayer, in giving him a happy end, that his 
«ouJ might be conducted by angels to parsv- 
dise. I believe, when he pointed with his 
finger and asked, who they were standing 
in white, that he then saw the angels rea- 
dy to aeeompany him to heaven. 

On a Saturday night, I dreamed that a 
man came: to meeting, and staid in cla«^, 
and qiake as I never had heard any one 
before. Next day, James Sterling eame 
to meeting, stayed in class and spake much 
OS I had heard and seen in my dream.-* 
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After mcetingy t sftid to my vfifidf that was 
the very man I had seen in my dream^ and 
the Lord vrauld add him to his ohureh : 
soon after, he was thoroughly awakened 
and converted to G^« He yet stands fast 
amongst us, an useful and distinguished 
member, well .known by many of our 
preachers and members. Various and ma- 
ny are the particular instanees of God's 
great goodness and power ; but to men- 
tion them all, would swell this work toe 
large. 

The work became pretty general | wb 
used to hold prayer meetings two or three 
times a week iii the evenilig, and often 
they have continued until twelve or one 
o^clock iu the morning; sometimes we* 
Would begiti pretiching at eleven o'eh^ek^ 
and meeting not break up till night; many 
long summer days we thus spent. Seroe- 
Cimes we used to asisemble in the woods^. 
and under the trees ; there not being room 
in the house for the people that attended* 
Often, some of them would be striiek to the 
ground in bitter lamentations. The Lord 
wrought great >vonders among us. It was 
truly a fulfilment of that scripture whicU 
says, I work a worfe in your daySf a work 
ivliich yon shall in no wise ftch'eve, thottgh it 
man declare it nnte you. Acts xiii. -i^l. 
Some very pious mcai thought strange of it. 
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wa4 Bonie preabh^a when they visited us 
eould hardly bearit^ Th«y thought we cnr- 
ried matters too far; one of them , who was 
a great ina» of tiod^ when he eaine one 
CTeningy we had .one of those extraordinary 
time9« At firsts he opposed it very point- 
edly; but afterwards^ dear man^ he was 
greatly troubled about it« aud expressed 
g^ut sorrow that he had opposed il. I ^ive 
it as my optniouy that we oii^iit always to 
be very earrful aod eautlous^ how we oppob^. 
those powet*ful meetings, lest thereby w© 
grieve 'the Spirit of God, and injure souls^ 
and thus hefonnd fighting against God. 
. The alarm spread far and near : The 
friends sent for me to come to New-Mills, 
about $ixty miles distant ; I got read} 9 and 
irent a day's journey to a small viilagc^uad 
preached at night. In the moVtting my 
horse was gone ; we hunted for him, but all 
in vain. I wrote some advertisement s^ qvA 
retumetl home* They sent for me agaia ; 
^aeeordipgly I went; and the first time I 
preached God worked powerfully ; we liitd 
a'wee{Hag time, and one fell to the floor, 
(this alarmed the people, for ihey had nev- 
er seen the like before.) When meeting 
was over, Vc^ took him to a friend's house, 
and prayer was made for him tHl the Lord 
•et }m ^ui at liberty, aud he rejpiped in 
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the love Of God. Wdrdlidlfig sent talifii 
sister^ that he Iiail foun^ the Iiord^ Hhe tiaid^ 
<< If my brothet* ha^ found the Loi^^ I #tU 
never l*est iintM I find hfrn*" She loeked 
herself up in a t^ftif and theve prayed all 
night. In the ini)rii}iig tbe LDt*d broke ia 
on her soul, with i^ack raptures of joy, that 

f she alarmed the town^ and Aiaay eame t# 
see what was the matter. Bke told tkom 

\ that she had found the Lbrd* 

Hext day I preaclied, and the Lord peap^ 
ed otit liis S{drit among amo^ig us, so that 
there was weepitig in abuodanee^ and one 

^ fell to the floor : many pi'ayers being mftde 
for him, he found pieaee before be arose* 
He is a living witness to tlus day* f savir 
him not long sinoe, and we. had a preeidus 
time together^ 
Next day I travelled some miles, and 

{reached in a presbyterian meetiog-hoafie*. 
had a large eongregation, and spoke fromt 
tliese words, ¥§ must be bom again. €iod 
attended the wprdwith power, some wept^ 
some groaned, and others cried aloud. I 
believe there Were about twehty Indians 
present, and when I came out of the pulpit 
they got all round me$ asking what they 
should do to be saved, and tesfrs ran in 
abundanee: many of the white people also 
wept. Tliis was a day of God's power i 
from the accounts afterwards given mc^ 
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lir^ve vere eonverted, and inany awakea-' 
edb One, it^he^was a deaeon m the cliurcli, 
fouad tlte Lord and joined oar society ; I 
have spent maoy previous moments with 
him »Hee that day* Here I told my expe« 
ifieBee) and it proved a blessing to many 
souls. One yoaag maQ, who went by the 
name of Bwearing Jackf on account of his 
pro&aefiess in eonversatioia^ said, <<Such 
^ a man has been as bad as myself, and if 
^ hefaasfcundfieaeetohissoulywhynotl?'^ 
From that very hour he began to amend 
his life, and soon found the Lord preeiouii 
to his seolt and jomed class. ' Atcjuarterly 
meeting I heard turn speak his experleucet 
and the goodness of God to his soul, and 
the first wokds he spoke were» <« Here 
'< stands swearing Jack ! but God has par- 
<^ doned all my sms f'^ which made a deep 
impressl^m on the minds of the people, and 
we had a precious melting time. 

Next day, I preached at a place called 
Turnip-Hill, and wo had a precious season. 
Oil my way to my next appointment, I came 
to a small Tillage, and stopped at a houses 
and asked the man if they had any preach- 
ing there : be said. No. I said, I am a 
preacher, and if you willgire notice, 1 will 
preach to the people : but he replied, TJhey 
do not want preaching here ; and appear- 
ed angry. I then told m^y experience t© 
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the man^ bis vife* and two joung vroaien^ 
and tlie dreadful state that man was in by 
nature; and then pointed out a Saviour. 
One of the young women began to weqp 5 
I was yerj happy, and asked the man if I 

^ might pray ; he gaye me leaye, and I said. 
Let us pray. I had no sooner began, than 
they wept aloud ; after prayer he asked 
me if 1 would take dinner, and have my 
horse fed ; I thanked hira, and told himt 
that I had no oin^asion of any; but if he 
would feed my horse I would Ihank him : 

^ be did so, and I left them all in tears. I 
saw one of the young women some time 
afterwai'ds^ and she told me that she was 
awakened at that time, and had sinee found 
the Lord preeious to her soul, and joined 
ciufis. This sh4)ws us that we ought to Sow 
our seed in the motning^ and in the evening 
withhold not our hand^ jfor v^e know not 
Tvhieh will jyro»feT^ this or that, or both 
alike. I went on to vttj appointment ; heve 
tlie devil was very angry : I gave out to 
preach on my return, and they threatened^ 
if I eame again, to tar and feathe)* me. 

I went to lYenton, and our meeting* 
house l^nng turned into a stable, by the ar- 
my. they e^ave me leave to preach in the 

1 presbyterian meeting-house. Tliere was a 

, large congregation of dead professors.-— 
ffext morning, <m my way to the next ajv- 
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pointment, I stopped at an uncle's, that *t 
had not seen for seventeen years. As soon 
as I saw the house, I felt that the Spirit ot 
the I^rd would come upon me there ; and 
as I set my foot on the steps of the door^ 
the Spirit of God came on me* After ask- 
iag tliem how they aU did, I told them my 
experience. My uncle and aunt wept sore, 
and I cf ied out, The Lord is here ! A friend 
being present, said, He is eome« for I feel 
his Spirit upon me : which caused my aunt 
to wonder what this meant. The friend 
asked me if I would go : I said. If uncle 
Joseph will go with me, I will stay until 
evening. He said he would : so I stayed 
tiii levelling, and they .went with me 5 I 
|p*eaehed, and we had a melting time. 

N«xt day, I went to brother S. F's, and 
pre»ehed in the evening to a crowded con^ 
gregation ; and God poured out his Spirit 
in such a manner that One fell to the floor* 
A ea{>tain and some spldiers came to take \ 
me up, hut llie Spirit of God took him up | 
in such a mdnner, that he returned home, | 
crpng to God for mercy. For six weeks/ 
bis distress was no great, that they had to 
watch hisn for fear he wbuld make away 
with himself 5 but the Lord sent the Com- 
forter to iiis souU ami filled him with joy 
nuspeakahlc : 1 saw him some time after, 
happy in God. W« liad a precious ti«io 
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together, and parted in love. This mcet^ 
ing was a lime of God's power, many were 
awakened to a sense of their danger^ and 
the people of God were lu^py, and for my 
part I was very happy. 

I went to my next appointment, and 
preaehed with powers we had a melting 
time. One young woman being powerful- 
ly awakened, evied out, <« I see Moses and 
Ellas!" repeating it many times over. I 
said, See Jesus ! she replied. He is eominip ! 
and clasping her arms to her body, cried 
several times, I have got him ! I have got 
liim ! and sprang np, shouting praises to 
God for her soul s deliverance. 1 said, If 
you have got him^ be sure to keep hiot 
close to your heart. I will, said she.«^ 
There was also present, a qas^ker woman^ 
the wife of a quaker preacher's son, who 
resided in Pennsylvania ; she had dreamed 
the night befoi*e, that she saw two doves* 
the one milk white, and the other speckled^; 
and that she must go to the place, and they 
would lead herito a spring as elear as crys- 
tal, and there she should drink her filU 

Next morning, on the strength of her 
dream, she took her horse and chaise, and 
crossed the Delaware river, and came to 
the house, just* as I was going to preach in 
the evening. The Lord sent the word to 
hjer heart, with sueb power, th^tt she ened 
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oQt <^ I «hall be dead ^d damned befoi« 
morning !*' Ma^y ppiaiyeps were sent up to 
God on her beiial£ Tiiis meeting eontin- 
ned till eleven o'clock : We Uien retired to 
bed, and in the dead of the night, she, and 
Hie woman of the house, came into the 
room where we lay, ringing her hands, 
erying, I shall be dead and damned before 
morning ! desiring that we would get up 
and pray for her: we arose, and she related 
her dream. The woman of the house re- 
plied, these are the two doves. It struck 
me like a elap of thunder, I am the speck- 
led one. This caused me to search my 
heart. I exhorted her to pray for herself j 
she did so, again and again, and we did the 
same for her ; I then exhorted her to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus; but she still re- 
ceived no answer of peace to her sonl. We 
retired to bed again; but she walked the 
floor the remainder of the night.^ I think I 
never saw a poor soul in deeper distress. 
In the morning, after prayer, I took my 
farewell of the family. To her 1 said, I 
never expect to see thee any more, until I 
see thee in a world of spirits. But she re- 
plied. Thou wilt see me again, and asked 
me wlien I would be at home. I told her» 
and exliorted her to be engaged with God^ 
and he woukl bless her soul. The woman 
r th9 faoMse told me, that she intended tct 
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eeme*to my House as so6nas I ^6t home* 
But in two or three days she found God 
pi'ccious to her soul. I siaw tieragajp» 
about sixteen years aftcr^ anil we bad a 
precious time in coh versing together oii the 
things of God: — She eouid th^n talk Ca.* 
Tiaan's language. 

Sabbath day* I preached iii the inopning^y \ 
wt the preaehing house, to aniimber of peo- 
ple. After meeting my nephew asjied me 
to dine with him, with ahout one dozen 
more. When w? set down, I asked GotI 
for a blessing, and he poured out his Spirit 
in such a manner that the tear^ flowed In 
abundance. I exhorted them all to. fly to 
Jesus. My soul was so happy that I could 
not eat. Th^^y then said to me. Why do yau 
not eat ? I answered, God has given me 
itnai to eat that you know not of. Upim , 
this, we liad xt shower of tears, ^nd dinnep 
M as laid b v* I said. Let us pray, and w:e 
all kneekd down at the table, and 1 pmy- 
ed: one tried out for merfcy. When I 
arose I gfavetheman exhortation, and then 
went Oft. to my other appointment, an<l 
preached in a pre shy terian meeting-house 
to a hard-hearted people, 

Monday, I went to see some relations 
that 1 held not seen for many years. W hen 
1 came to Che ferry and had paid my pas- 
sage, I met my um^l^ and auQt> whom I ^ 



i liapiUwitlii nnd Miewiili B<^»j«jnkib 
L' Im'l on rrst bIimo I saw j hup face) 
..;.*s <l«»«f ftH( oT iKe »i-k. — 
_■ flier lu ani>l)ti'i* ot" mj 
<<ii'i>niir(l,(liiif\rtilifvr<>uld 
■ ■ iit-r Doiiflibuiu'i. 1 would 
ifli tutlitm. Ai^ix-Uuifjl.vsltf sent her 
B rwnul ibe fMiigUbaur^iHitli and we bail 
jarge {^ongi'Cfi^Hlioii . Af^tr pn'acbiii);) 
|tr«l ofu) rt^Ulions laiikd. to wlioni t 
' Itie works of GmI Mliinli 1 liail 
■.iNimi); ;ilBce8, and ulsu in; i-oiiuc- 
k and conv«rsiitii, and atiked (ln'ui iC 
' liuil f\<r Ibiiiul &iicli a clian^ ui 
^r beai-t^ Thcv said, ^'o. AVt luut a 
qung UiDD all Ibe eveoinj;] mv aa^t 
wKkciipd ofteu wiHidn-w (rum 
tt;; and Uti-ysaidloliei-, ^VIl^tis tlio nut* 
''■'. HTc you tdrkf I diwin'd Uiein to K t 
tUT alow: al>uut iwche o'clock wc 
•b^ilibut slt^'p d«pai^l*M] fiiim mv, and I 
N-d for her all ui;^ht: and la the morn- 
y uiu-lr and aunr wrrf 
fj PaiDi' out of llii'iv 
|r ao alicrjliun in lirr facr. and j 
t at l)or Itraii. and iiifwf.»rB ■ 
llarkcBl tinit- in Uk^ n'lgln vaal 
: dny; thc.v r^^ilitnl Vi-*. J« 
. ii ill villi ilii^ fioul : tlic dn 
lakf ii ftwa; ja«ii lii-ron- iis 
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»weiat€d 1^ tbat degfee tbiat I believe I kaA 
not ii^ dfjf ibreod On me. I* besought thb 
htftA* tfaiktt if ko Wotild'oot li€iar me, that lie 
WoiiM ]jca«*youJr^|imyer» iW mo. I savr 
yoop prayers^ befiH^ ^ Father and Son in 
my behalf sCnd iam moment I felt my bur- 
d^o ^renMVed^ and mieh joy in my iieart^ 
that I %ap as one tltttHdoated ^vitb the love 
of God ill my mvi f I eUispeil my ImsbaDd 
in my anjns for jo^, and told Lim what great 
things God had done for my 'soul 9 and I 
now fe^ the same power. Tliey all wepU ' 
and 1 said, Th» <is« tke reltgioi» of Jesns. 1 
took my loaTe of them> and went to see an 
aunt thatwas'a qaakca:* : after some eonveri^ 
oatioii^ I told her my experience and asked 
if I should go ^ to prayer I she answered. 
Thee may : I did 90, and we had a melting 
lime ; even the little ebildren wept. I leu 
them all in tcii;rfi9»id went with my uncle 
and aunt to Ibe ferry ; and told tbenf to go 
on Thursday^ and join das% and so we 
parted. I went to Trenton and tcdd bro- 
ther Cotts what the Lord bad done, and 
advised him to go and meet the elass ; he 
did so, ray unele and aunt were there. After 
class, she desired the iLord to show ber 
what to do ; and as they wei*e ridingjbiome, 
tho night being very diurk, a glorious light 
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|)tie ull rmiiMl ttiv wttjlgmi, so Ihnt.^w 

«dlli(!iH; irtht-^SHWtltr ligtit; iLr.v 

^y itid tfc it. \o» , tuid Ae, I nill ji 

p clui; iukI^o ittifi (lid, aitd l»ccai»ci » workT 

^ neiubcrt and i-cumin^j bo to iIiU ilay 

, Vent to my next iip)tufiilniriil, wlirre 

By hMt itlTfatenett in <Hr uud I'ealbcr me. 

D advised me xu gu xiitue uthfr nay 

I wlwii I nrrivpli at llii- placr. I ioiiimI 

__B eaagrPKation assembled, to whom 

noliHl. anil (tod nUenilfd llie vacA with 

hrcr; luafly stied tcaiti iti alHiodiuic*! 

! yoHttg woman sl&Ofl b,v iho iirc and 

|ned her liead aj^atn^t llie luaQfle-jiicfe. 

"i wvpt (o lliat def;wto Ibat <!i« u-ars 

ned on the hfitrtli tialil Ihcy ma>le u. 

U puilillr. Wlien I i-amo to my appli- 

m,, I (old tlt«m that I t-auiu to sevk a 

n for my luasler, &111I added, ll'yau will 

^tJiHllytriltibitu.trll luc. UjKiit^^litth. 

) jpouiii; woman {>roi>titx] tbrougii tjia 

•ut 10 me, RQd sai^. I tvJtl g» witti all: 

f tkrari. 1 Hpidird nil (tie pruiniiies that 

6 aljlft aud tuld lier Uiat lie waul'l i-e> 

be faer. As I va>« nlHiut to depart, two, 

■ng nicn oaiiie tu um : on« loui. liuli) of' 

kg-, and iti« iiihrr Iteld my liarso by llm 

".and bMid, " Will you go!" I set on 



* 
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trmtiy rdotti «to^ ^^ffeetrfilig $ '9» m»» parted^ 

l^^iiili^d m^ flM^dl 6«rtnoiir I rbturned 
hofn^f fii^d fa^'^l%tfrsi<lfty tifght^ai letter i¥as 
sent, ihftirAimgf tii^ dxt€^eti wertic justified 
«ii(1' tifvo flla^tifl^. l%e i^endlngof tkin IhU 
te^^M my Wt mth Im^ anrflVifo dew 
fermined t^ '|^ftch iiaftvifttMQatiohv morre 
tjiait eref. ' - ' "'^" ♦ : ' ^ ■ 

' IrcdeiVtda fetf^fiNim a ppeshyterjaa' 
in Deerflifild* thfltt hishoiifi^ abd'heart Wex^ 
Ofpeh t6 reeeK^ lii^%' tftai tii«»y hud simien 
in DeerfiHd, addiitg ♦» When* ymi pea* 
tif est^ lined lo(ik uiibii it ais a eall' fmi God.'^ 
I aceot^ingt^ Vr(pf^ ta iiim tb idakefiii tp- 
pointment for the^ii th« Suliday'fellcmin^. 
I attendedr ktA l&utid ^ Mr^e e<mgvegat1(piii^ 
to whom I prc^iK*hed^ a*(id sc/iti^filw wept* 
I attended again that' day two wcisks, aml^ 
we had a raelting'tim^. I then mtide an ap^ 
pointment ftrr the travfelSiig • ptH5aeher.~ 
Hiis, and seveimil other plaees in th* tieip^« 
bourbood, weretalverfintothe uifciiit; The 
Lord began lo work in a powerful manner^ 
and we soon had two classes ; then the de- 
vil roared horribly ; but God worked pow- 
erfully : many of the pre^byteiiaos joined 
society, some of whom ^efte bad lip before 
the presf)yferian ehurcb, but all to no pur- 
pose; they stood ' fast, and the Loitl bics- 



A wonl. aiwl MHll il «i^ powei- W ma- 
pis. Many fell uiwl^i* •••« ""Sn'y 
icr of G«*. liU dMid men, iK-iiig iJai-ni- 
kthvir danm'i-. Wc uppoinieil a waUili- 
jU Tliis hrouglit so Hi«i>.v t« s«-« whl't 
lat llie liouse roulJ not conliiin 
MK. Otif oCour prcttchi-i-a pKai-li- 
d tboa an rxUorl«ti"m was given ; lUe 
nl Mur««l tiut his Spirit In ^-ud' » "'->n- 
', that ihe sluiii lay all over thu house ; 
y alhcFB wci-e pi-cvenlcd from faUiog, 
le crowd wWhstood so cl«se ihnt ihijy 
«ricdbnc another. We cwilinue*! iM 
lwel»coVIock,afMl some sUjcd all 
, KDll ill tlie mnriiiHg oihppi* L-aiuP : 
J (biimi pcai^Vanil uiany vrifdloOod 
•y : U was a jtowcrful tinti' !« ">''■ 
, Ik'i-e my autiigonist tlie hapUst 
-, nho aftifwartls liimert unjvcpsul- 

_ , Ihen il«i»i , «»!»'■ »sai«- a"*! !'«»«:''- 

tllwr SBcesaily oC w;UiT haptwin. Ht» 
lie Bmtv nine uf om- "If^fT- '*"*' '"? VT"' 
ftjk niill-pwMl. Tltiti made a dhi««B 
*•- ".. rwi'l-^ ; howver (hr uork oT 
KMit UO. Wild ttlW llfAt j"IiH-a 
fs tUati iwo yvars, wkiv all laHna 
:i>( (MO ; liui sai'l h.-. -Oneo 
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and preaehf^ tip ibe d6etrine Ae Aevil did 
to Hye^ Thou ehali not Mi'du Ait; that 

* thei*e VfM fio ftetl^ 01^ place of ftttur« pun* 
ishment His eoiidttift cerreepoitded ynHh 
bis doctHii^, smd tbej vreUe kfb withoai a 
teaeher. 

Hie next m^tiiigf we hlld liere, ^lie vas 
sanciifted and twd justified ^ al MOl^ber^ we 
bad the sbout of a kittg iti tliis caWp 1^ 
Isnu^l. 

I went to ^tnrterly meeting a:t MorrU*^ 
rivei*^ and "We had a powerfol tisie $stbe< 
slain' lay all throngh^ the h6ast9^ aftd* twandi 
it, and in the woods, e^ng to God for 
merey ^ and Others pt^ining CSroil for th& 
delirerance of their soills. At tHis time 
there eame np the river $ look-^ut hoat ;^ 
the ercw landed laind eanseto meeting j eiie 
of tliem stood h^^ a woman tllat lay on {h% 
ground erying to God fbr me^y, and said« 
to lier, '" Why do yott not ery louder f* she 
immediately began to pray Ibr hint aad 
the powor of the C^rd stroek hitti* to £he 
ground, and be lay and eried for merey 
louder than the woman/ Thi»' nieeting^^ 

. eontinued frohi eleven oMoek till night, 
d^ow many wete converted or sanctified is 

eri me uftknoy/n. Next day I preached at 
8o«)tlier Goff'si lw6 had a preeious time. 

the*^ went to niy next ap[lointment, and 

pose'^ed fcote tfi^sfl'wantr: Who kaih be- 
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i cur teforl, unA to wbomia the urJl|' 

f tif. hard rrrcalai'! One woatan Mxti 

. <>m1 biwl <^uu>t'rt<!d her sitiil. 1'l>n 

(rd aitcDdfd iht word wUli n')i 

T<-Iiii1 itil!> tc'41'N. One fli'uitk-l 
■ '-■■■- )>[it B uiugbirvla'S 

■ (lie Lord. ,j 
.;. ,] J I .1 nl ibv Lutxl niad^ 
i; titsftiia ol' atniii^ltt.v iiuwer. in Micb i 
rlhsLl ni»nj- li-l] to llic tluor> ' 
RMWCwrrprj- RTi^ts tli« sinaera Htuiuig^ 
"iMinikiWK. nnd IVIlonfuveS 
u; itut. ]nveJuiD|m] HUlnt^ 
I'-uonian wruiulwse by n 
"V»i. nre » devil!" A,J 
(;i'jcil out. •* (^uoiiuaud (ln^ 
' But iI;«tnafi^9ti'Hte ntisvfvivd. ''It^ 
^rufUod." AnuiIicFt >¥ilh tcani I 

, cnliv^ttnl the |ieo|i)t> to iiold. 
^L to wliieli «» old wuinan mdiJfl 
uinot tiuld their |toacc. iinlc>^ 
I Ihriir lon};iK«. Glni-j- lo tim' 
ill DPfrr be lorgottcD. cUtittr iiCI 
»«rM«nuty< 1 vfii!tnsbii|^>)-iu[Gnuld>j 

,.,;.( ^.^ ,1,.,, ,..- .1 Id 1 



1, )»!■ W«! null K craiHleil 



80 

I M^as warmly attaeked-by a baptist; but 
l^iory to Gody the- ieriptures were opeo « 
ed to my laindy and he could oot withstaad 
the poweP'Of truth. 

Next day I preaehed at Mr. Woolsey^s^ 
and had a melting timey aad many were 
mueb wvou^ht upon. I told the people 
that tiiey had oiYen heard iireaehing [fromi 
the word. of the Lord^ but to*morrow» tell^ 
you^ neighbours, I will preaeh from ik^ 
words of tlio detiU That ni^t sleep «Ae- 
parted from nie, aad my miiid was like ^. 
troubled sea* What emi you raise from the 
words of the deTil? was ooastantly uppeir- 
most in my mind. At length I eonolftcled 
I would take another text. Jiut on a.se.^ 
eoud reflection I found this^wouU not ,&n<^ 
swert as I should be ealleda liaj^^nd eausa 
the truth to be ^vit spoken o£ Thus I ^ 
spent the night in a very restless manner. 

In the morningt on my way to the pla4^e 
appointed, I found the road orawdedwith- 
people. SVhen I arrived at the piacei.. I ro*^ 
tired into the woods* aad botonghlr the I^iHrd. 
to discover some way to me^ Ihatl might 
deliver his word, if consistent to his will, 
f i*om the text I proposed. I then returned 
in heavitess to the hoase> wliere I found a 
great ei^wd, both withia and without. I 
took my standi gai^ oat my hymUs sung 
ud prayed; 'and aeewdiag to. my promise 

Yc out my text; ^gain the ievil tfffketk 
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Mn up (nto tf^ eaceeeding Mgh mountaifh 
and sheweth. hint aU the kingdows of Uw 
worliiand.th^glo't'y pftkem^ and'smlh 
mto him, M tluse tMng». tcUI I give tbee^ 
ifjhou wUt J^ll dovm and worship we. 
mtt iv. $> 9. Btteh a ligjit brol^e in 
on mj':8i»til^. w gbingoutthe texU that 
I. Was tnabjted ta preach irkh great Ub» 
ertjr; ihwy t¥^i^ outto' the kearU aod 
vepi aH Ihrq^h the IuNise« 

BT^xtday t^^ntto my appointment ^.N» 
€Pt^ Soonai'ter ] h^*gsiu» ahquse eaught firo 
^ ]^b«irt Ihirty jranls (lists^icQt and was buraty 
^Hkh hrok^ u^ dnir meetings 

I ivent : (a ' Mr. Simth's^ w Tuekeitoe; 
lifer^ and ]ireaehed % and the Lord attended 
the woM ivi^h p«iirfr« Ihiefellto the fioor: 
I Iheii a&k4d tl^ pe<q^le what they th<H]gh| 
\ of lt» alid if th^ did aot think it was of the 
i deviL If it Uf naid h- when she eomes too, 
I flhe will Ourse Md swear» bift if it is of Gody 
die wilt pn^ae hini i- therefore stand still 
and see the salvation of the Lard* The^ 
pe6{de ^toed amazed^'^hiie she lay strugr 
glii^ am tltti floor for life* When she came 
too, die pi*aised the Lord with a loud voise, 
aad every powei^ of her soul deelari}<g» that 
God had saiietiiled her soul. I then met 
the society, and impressed sanctilicatien on 
them, God struck a woman to the iieor^ 
vlro had been fifteen years, a professor of 
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;^8tiffcationyan<l after some tkne she arose 
and cleclareil that Goil had saRciilied her 
soul. I exhorted all around hei* t0 elakn the- 
promise, ahd white she was speaking» God 
d^ruck six or seven to the 'floor., I then <q)- 
i^d 1 he doors and windows, and desired 
the wiekf^I W eofne and see the mighty po w« ' 
€t0t God for theihselvesf and added^ If you 
will not believe this» yon would not heiii^iroi 
if God Almighty ^vei^e to speak to yon as 
he did to Moses in a flame of flr^; and lie- 
fore the meeting was over^ sl^ or seveii' 
professed sanetifl<*.ation of fronl, ^OMnig. 
whom was the^if^of J. Bridi:, Esq. who 
had been Jtistifieil only eight days before* 
' Next Qioming I went to Esquire Chanft^ 
pion's, and preaehed with- grMt liiKa^ty* 
The meeting began ftt eleven o'oloek in tha 
ihornihgf and lasted until about midni^t: 
before it wa^ over, isldven found |ie»ee with 
Godt and joined soeiety. Here I was as 
happy in' itiy own son), as I eonld ^ish, ei* - 
ther toliveor die. 

Next day I preached at brother Hews% 
to a precious loving people ; and as sooa 
as I had kneeled down, hefiMre I bad utter- 
ed one f/<5ntencey they all cried ont> Amen^ 
After preaching, in class, I endeavoured Ia 
teach them the meaning and natfire 4)f the 
term amen. 

At my next appointment I preached w^HU 



*****. 



y from llirse wnrtU : If wt My 
lehav'evo Mvttre deeeite vuracha, 
e Irtilk IB nai in iw. 3f tvc con/rst 
priiM, ht tAfaitlifnl and just lojitrprf 
rmns. nurf to cleans us J rom oil uii- 
^hUimfnesif. 1 .loliii, i. 8, H. anil iiutn) 
A Impiist lu'iMgjtiTM'iit. >Uii 
■ benia j^rral mrni}' to religion, (vIk-h I 
rl daar. I H»krtl kim wlial b« llioujjiii of 
ilSi^had lieani, nnti wlicdicr il nai 
s ll-vlh, as it wns id Josiis. lie rcfilitrd^d 
I oaA ciitonetl llie peuplc (o Uilieiufl 

I dar T vent In my nEppointDKnt a 
B-lown; tHil ttwnninn lifinf; dead e.\oM 

% I wxH r«|iic«tcd t.D )in>»di lirr I'ui-fl 
J gcrmon. Wliile I nas E{n>»kint:-I oli-f 
I to luy hearers, Uintthedarkist liin*^ 
E tiiglil, WAX jiiHt licfuiv ilic dawning I 
d dR^-f and (iiatthin was llic can? villi ■ 
I gnianini; Tor reikRiption in Cbrist; J 
9 iliBj aaw llieiusclvcs on tlie * 
or t^lornal damnation, dt!sUtut« < 

lo exti'icalv lhciHs<-lvrst titr. 1 
jElilc«ttBaeg{«. Uie 1/ird of life nii*i 
Jkq in un tlicir soulKt ftnd set llieiii 
I'lnwi-tj. U}t n>fie a Imptigt vu- 
* said, thai bIk' bnd i-outp [nrnt; 
o' (he 4Tiaw i<» lic»r me ; nnd llieu 
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<' mih my liusliand and two cfaildrei^ and 
<< thought the hearth opened before me, wad 
<< I saw hell from beneath (^nedf and ^tev 
" vils ready to receive >me. 1 then started 
<< aiid ran into the room, and threw, myself 
<< on the floors and cried mi^^htily unto Go4 
*^ to have mercy on my soiii ; mean while 
*^ my husband went after the eattte, and I 
** continued in prayer uhtil the Imase i«a» 
' «• iiUed with the glory ofXrod^ brightA^r than 
^< the sun at noon-day* I thenarose^ and 
^< sat on the £»ot of the . bed» wishing £ot 
<< my husband to return; and after awhile 
^' he eame: I ran out lo iiieet )iiin9 and 
<< clas|)ed Itini round the ne^k^ and told hini 
<^ what God had done ton* ■ my souL The 
^< power of the Lonl oamJK upon me again, 
** as it had done in thehouse, vand I eried 
<< out in Meh a manner; Uiat k frightened 
>< my husband and the oaittte, so tha* the . 
*< cattle ran offagain, and my husband w«ttt 
'< away also. I went to th^ h^us4^ happy 
*< in God. * And our people, (meaning tlu^ 
<^ baptists) say it is all a delusion of the 
<' de vily for that God did not come to people 
^ in such a manner now-days/* She then 
asked me w^hat 1 thought of it : « For I 
«< feel,'* saidi^he, *^ that same power oili me 
^< now.*' I told her it was the work of 
'jrod, a change of heart ; and that if ever 
'e Lord {lad converted my soul^ he had 



0i»iTefted tier's. She immediately laid hold 
•f firith, aiid was instantly delivered from 
thatt anxiety and despair that had attended 
bev mind. She rode next day, with one of 
oni* friends, to a plaee called Goodluck, 
where I preached from these words : •!- 
Timke thou that shepestf and arise from the 
deadf and Chri^ shall gwe thee light* £ph^ 
V. 14. with great liberty, ahd the power of 
God attended the word. 

Next day I rode with one of onr friends^ 
about twelve miles, through a north-east 
Etovm of hail, to Esquire Akin's, onTonrs^ 
tiver. When we ai*rived there, we were 
both wet and cold. After drying myself ^ 
little, I gave an exhortation to the few 
present, and tarried ail night. 

In the morning I went to my appoint* 
ment — liad an attentive congregation, and 
Cbe Lord attended the woi*d with power. 
A Frenchman fell to the floor, and nevei? 
arose until the I^ord converted his soul. 
Here we had a happy time. 

Next day I went to my appointment, at 
the bouse of a baptist man. Here a dis- 
pute arose with the man concerning a piece 
published by one of our preachers on bap* 
ilsm, which gave him great umbrage, and 
be objected to my preaching in his house. 
I remained perfectly composed and easy, 
whether I preached or not. Brother Ster- 

H 
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Kng, \vho had met me here^ reasoned the 
case with liim^ utitil he gave his consent* 
I then went to my ^tand, gave out mj 
hymn^ «ang and prayed, took my text, ana 
began to preach, and the Lord's mighty- 
power attended the word* The people wepi 
all through the house, and the man of the 
house trembled like Belshazzar. After I 
bud done, 1 asked if ther^ was any person, 
there (hat would open their house for 
preaching. A man present answered, that 
we might preach at his house, which wa» 
just across the way ; accordingly I appoint- 
ed meeting that day fortnight* The man 
of tlie house that had<^hjected to my preach- 
ing at his house, afterward desired that I 
would preach in it ^gain in the evening. I 
told him, that as the people were chieiSy 
gone, it would answer but little purpose to 
make another appointment : But he said^ 
that he would send and give information to 
his ueighbpurs. He dkl so, and I preach- 
ed to thorn, and hope that all the seed will 
not fall the ground. 

Next morning I went tq my appointment 
at Mr. W's. I rKired in secret : the pow- 
er of the Lord came upon me in such a 
manner, that I lost the power of my body, 
and cried out in such a mamser ifliat I ar 
larmed the people, who had nev^er seen the 
like before. When 1 recovered a little, I 
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wrntaad preached to tliejn, ami we hvA a 

Iireeioiis time. Here I met with an aid 
sraelite ; we spent some precious time to- 
other. The night hefore I catne he was 
In sore distress, and experienced a deliver- 
ance. He and four of his family were hap- 
py in God- 

i set out for quarterly mfetiflg;^and on 
my way I stopped to get my horse shod, and 
went to a house where I found an old woman 
spi^.ningy and asked her f(»r a drink of wa- 
ter: she gave it me. I said to her, You 
have given me drink to refresh my body, I- 
wifl strive to giYe you the waters of life, by 
persuading you to make application to Je- 
ws. After telling her the terrors of the 
W, and the promises of the gospel, I ask- 
ed leave to pray, which she granted. 
Three years after, as I was on my way to 
a quarterly meeting, I met with about 
tweo^ persons who were on their way to 
the same meeting. As soon as they saW 
nie, a woman from among them ran to me, 
and said to me, *« How do you do, my fath- 
** er?*' I asked her how she came to know 
me ? She answered, <» I will soon convince 
^ you I have cause to know you. Do you 
** not reinember asking me for a drink of 
/< water> and that yon set before roe the plan 
** of ^Ivation, and went to prayer with me ? 
^ Yoii had hot been gone half an hour> be^ 



« for© I expected to be in liell every mo* 
<^ meut : 1 cried to God niightily without 
<^ any intermission^ until he set niy soul ^t 
'* liberty i thei*efore I call you my spiritual 
«* father ." At quarteriy meeting we men* 
ed our love-feast with prayer^ and the Lord 
made bare his arm \ some fell to the i|oor» 
and others ran away. Such a time they 
Qever had before* L W* exhorted the 
mourners very powerfully^ "'^^"S himself 
converted the night before. The old lady» 
his mother, was very happy. . When I wa» 
about to go^ she put two dpllars into mj 
Land. This was the first that I had ever 
received as a preacher ; but he that was 
mindfu] pf the young ravens, was mlndfiil 
of n^e. I Imd afways travelled at my owa 
charge before. When I received tkis, X 
had but fifteen pence in my pocl^ety and was 
above twcr hundred miles from home. 

I went to an appointment in a baptist 
settlement, and preached with great Uber^ 
ty ; two fell, and never ceased crying tot 
God for mercy, witil he sat tlicir souls at. 
liberty; niany were mueh aflTected, and 
some deeply awalfened. There ivasauold 
baptist, Mr. Bray, that asked me home 
with him; and as I went» he desired to 
stop at a house tp go to prayer. Here we 
found several persons deeply awakened^ 
who had been at meeting. After prayer I 
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gSTethem an exhortation, nnd then went oti 
"with my friend^ where, to my great sur- 

Eise, I found about forty persons assem- 
ei The old man bein^ fond of poetry, 
ke began with hymns and psahns, &e. I 
sat silent whiie he went on for some time^ 
Wlien he hiad done, I began lo relate the 
wonderful work of God, that I had seen 
throQgh the land : souls converted, souls 
sanctified, drunkards become sober men, 
&e. One of the ypwng men present said, 
**lt beats all the preaching tjiat ever I 
^ heard of since 1 was bom; and if there i* 
^ Juch a Crod as you speak of, I am deter- 
** mined to find him before morning/* I 
then exhorted him with all my power, ap- 
plying the promises, ami told him if*' he 
wught he should surely find. He went 
h6me and retired to his bam, and there 
eontinued all night in prayer ; sometiioes 
on his knees and sometimes on his face. 
Next moraing, about an hour by sun, the 
sun of righteousness broke in and spake 
peace to his soul.^ <♦ Now,** says he, <^ Are 
** these thefieople that we used to caH de- 
** ceivers, and false teachers ? O that God 
'* would convert another soul, that there 
^ might be two witnesses for Jesus to-day ; 
• « that out of the mouth of two witnesses 
« every word might be established !'* As 
he was* on Ms way to meeting, he met >vith 
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miii^ 0r^ tan others. , Just as tbey turned ih% 
toroerof the hqiuse to go in^ a young man 
fell to the ground^ and never eeased crying[ 
to Gody until he a^ake peaee to bis 8qul# 
They then caiu^e into the hoajse, and the 
first one began to exhort the people, bath- 
ed in tears 9 tt^lUng them th%t they had call* 
«d tlj^ese peo[de antiehristiaas^ but that jbe 
knew that tliey were the, servants of th/e liv- 
ing Qodj exhorting themto believe. Af- 
ter him arose the other, who had just found, 
peaee at the doer» and began to t«U Mrhat 
God had done for his soul, exhortiilg them 
likewise to believe, white tears flowed from 
many eye^. I then arose, j^ve out a hyma^ 
sang and prayed; but having taken sueht 
eold the over night, that instead of prea^lir 
ing I could only whisper to them. 

Next niorning I went to my appoiutnieiitji 
but my cold had so incxseased that I w^^ 
unable to preachy audonly whispered them 
an exhoi*tu4on. 

Next day I went ti> brother Fidlei*«, and 
preached in thee vening; we had a preei- 
• ous time with the little sioeiety. 

A few days after, I rode M Tr^atim. X 
began to preach at candle %ht to a largct 
congregation, which caused the devil ta 
roar, Wli le T was on my .second head hi& 
children in the sti'eet cried Fire j Fire! 
Tki;S alarmed Ui^ people, and i^^ ^^^ off 
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jflslaDtly tbrmigb tibe iem^jt m seareh of the 
ire, but found none. Wben the tumult 
iras ovePj, I wass^qmssted to return? and t» 
preach agam^ but I seat the people word 
that I should preach uomorethai ni^ht» 

Ne&t iDorning I set out for quarterly 
meeting at New-^Miils* After our meeting 
|tad been opened^ and several exhortations 
pven, brother C Cotta went to prayer,. 
a|id several fell to ^be floor? and many were 
^fected^ and >y^ had a powerful time. Af- 
ter meeting brother J. S. aod several oth- 
ers went with Hie to L B/s, where we tarri- 
9A all night. Ilei^e we found a woman in 
distress of soul.; After prayer we rotirecf 
to bed. In the morning brother S> went to 
prayer^ and after him myself* Tlie dis- 
tressed woman lay as in the agonies of 
death near one bcMir: when shearose^ she 
went into her room to prayer? and soon af- 
ter returned and professed faith in Christ. 
She and her husband went with us to broth- 
er H*'s, where about forty persons liad as- 
sembled to wait for us iu order to have- 
prayer before we parted. As soon as I en- 
tered the house? a woman entreated me to 
pi-ay for her, and added, << I am going to 
^< hVll — ^1 have noCaodr^I exhorted her 
and all present, setting before tlieni the 
cui'scs of GoiJ'a law against sin ; and like- 
wise I appliodtha promises of the gospel 
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to \he peniteDt. Then a jtfang vroiaan earn© 
to^e and said, -Fathci' Abbott, pray to 
"God to give me a clean heart*" I repli;*, 
J»od shall give you «ne this moment. How 
1 came to use the word shall, I know notr 
but she dropped at that instant into my 
arms as one dead. I then claimed the i»n>- 
mises, and cried toCml, exhorUng them all 

».K *»««»«*•• clean beam, and he 
would do great things for them ; at.whieh, 
about twenty mope fell to the Boop. When 
the >^ung woman came too, she declaml 
that God had sanctified her soul. PI saw 
<jcr manyyeps after, and hep life and con- 
Tersation adopned i he gospel.] Prayer was 
kept up, without intermission,fop the space 
of three houps. Eight souls ppotfessed-sknc. 
tiheauon, and three Indian women iustifi- 
cation m Christ Jesus. Of a truth, God fe 
no respecter of persons; but in eeeru na. 
turn, fumtfeareth Godandu'orkethri''h. 
teotiSTKas, shall he accepted of him. Of this 
we had a manifest instance, while we beheld 
the mighty powep .f God, and the slain Jy. 
mg through the house like dead men. 

My next appointment was that evcnino 
at early candle light, about forty miles dis- 
tance, and It was eleven ©♦clock before we 

Mw^ r?*' P '^f*!: We stopped at Moros. 
town and refreshed oupselves, then push.^l 
on to J. C's, oaMairtu».Cpeek: *eing !•»- 
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ther latfif they had begun to sing before \v'e 
arrived* I preached t<^ the people, and 
lie had a loeltiag time. After meeting, in 
£imily worship, two op three went to prayer, 
the mighty power of God struck a young 
woman to the floor; her screams and 
sereeches were such that my pen is unable 
todeseribe. She rolled from place to place, 
on the floor, like one of the damned in tor- 
ment. Her mother ran to take her awayi 
when I saw it, I desired her father not to 
sutfer her to"^be removed : her mother then 
retired to her room and left us* Prayer 
was kept up all night, without intermission. 
She eontinued her eries until sun about one 
hour high, by whieh time the house was fil- 
led with the neighbours, and the Lord 
spoke peace to her soul. A young man 
came in ; brother F. S. took him by the 
hand^ and said, Brother C. had a daugliter 
converted this morning, and she wants to 
speak with you. He led him to her: she 
took him by the hand, and began to exhort 
him with tears. He began to tremMe and 
scream in an awful manorei-; and in about 
two or three days he found peace. I'here 
eame ip ^Iso aq elderly man, and brother 
F. S^ tospk him in like manner to her, and 
she began to warn and exhort him, while 
he trembled/ and tears flowed in abundance^ 
She the^ said, God had called her to go 
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from botise to house, and warn ker neigfa-^ 
hours to flee from the wrath to* come. Se- 
veral of oup frinds tarried and went with, 
her fop three days ; but we retupned home^ 
from which I had been absent about six 
weeks. 

Soon aftep, I removed to lower Penns- 
Neek with my family, whepe I found a set 
of as hardened sinners as were out of helL 
I preach^ again and a^aih, and all to n» 
purpose. Bro hep Pedicord and bpother 
Metcalf came .to my house, and I told them, 
that I was almost discpupaged. When they 
heard it, they wepc so distressed that they 
•ould not eat bpeakfast, but pctiped to theip 
room, whepe they pematned until about one 
OP two o'clock. When they came down 
staips, bpothep Pedicord said, «Fathep Ab- 
<* botf , do not be <liseouraged ; these peo- 
<f pie will yet hungep and thipst aftep the 
<^ wowl of God/' and appeared cheerful. 
In the evening he ppeached to the neigh- 
bours ; and next day they went on theip cip- 
eui<s. 

I went to B. W.'s, at Quintcn's bridge^ 
wear Salem, whepe 1 fpequently preach- 
ed. Hcpe we soon paised a class, ^mong 
whom were brother H« Ffirth, John 
M'Claskey, and others, who became useful 
T|id worthy members of the church. 

One day, as I was preaching, L HoUa*- 
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day, of lower Penns-Necky stopped to bear^ 
and the word reached his hearts After 
sermoii he asked me if I would come and 
preach at his house. I asked him if I 
fliiould give it out for the circuit preacher: 
he said^ Yes. I did so 5 and after bidding 
the family farewell, an officer of the army 
being present^ I took him by the hand, and 
said, «« God out of Christ is a consuming 
fire, larewelP'— and so we parted. God pur- 
sued him from the Tery door, and gave hin^r 
BO rest : before twelve o'clock that night ho 
was out of bed on the floor at prayer. In 
about two months his soul was set at liber^ 
t}'9 and he is a member of ojLir church to the 
present period. 

The day appointed at Mr- HoUaday's 
the travelling preacher came, and a great 
concourse attended, to whom he preached, 
some seemed awakened, some disputed, and 
some were in great consternation. When 
he concluded, he asked if he should give out 
pT*eaching tliere again. Mr. Holtaday I'c- 
plied, he might. At the time appointed^ 
abundance of people attended, to whom bro- 
ther Ivy preached with great power, being 
full of tniih and the Holy Ghost. Many of. 
the people wept, and it was a good season. 
By this time there were many doors open- 
ed. One cried. Preach at my house; and 
aBother> Preach at my house, &c. 
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The next appointment was macfe at J» 
D/Sy for brother Dudley : lie eame, and 
preaehfd with power* After meeting I telt^l 
tlicQ)^ that day a week I would declare to 
them. Even the mjfstertf which hath been 
hid from ages^ arid from generations, but 
now is mjide manifest to his saint 8n to whom 
Ood would make knmvn what is the richer 
of the glory of t1iismysfe}*y9 among the gen- 
iiles; which is Christ in you the hope of glo- 
ry, whom we preach, warning every mart 
and teaching every man in all wisdom f that 
tee maxf present ertery man perfecl in Christ 
Jesus-^Wliereunto I also lavour strrving 
according to his working, which worketh m 
me mightily. Col. i. 36 — 29* The peoplel 
eoneluded that I iwas going to prophesy, and 
would tell how the war would terminate* 
This brought abundanee together. I preach- 
ed, and God attended the word with power. 
I had not sjioken long before a pi^ofessing 
quaker said, it was a mystery to him ; bu^ 
Wfoix? I ^oni'luded^ himself* his wile, son, 
and daughter, were all struck under con- 
viction, and never rested until they aU 
found rest to their souls, and joinetl society-. 
About six months after, the son died in a 
triumph of faith: the father was taken ill 
at the funeral, and never went out of his 
house again, until carried to his grave. He 
departed tliis life^ praising God in a trans- 
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port of joy. By this time there was a geiie«. 
ral alarm spread throiigii the neighbour- 
iioxKl. "We had prayer-meetiiigs two or 
three times a week) and at almost erery 
meetings* some were^either eoB^ioeed or 
converteii. One old woman, to whose soul 
the l<ord. had, spolden peace, clapped h^i* 
liaadsy and began to praise tlie creature in- 
stead of tlie. Creator. , I stepped to her^ and 
said, "I have done nothing lor you; if 
^* there be any good, it is the Lord that lias 
« done it, and tlierefiorc praise God." — 
^ O," said she, <« but you are a dear good 
«< cfeature for all!" I turned away, and 
went among the people* At this meeting 
we had the shout and the power of Israel's 
God in the caiiip. Prayer was kept up un- 
til near midnij^ht. 

Next morning a man camq to my house 
to know what he niust do to be saved. I 
applied the projuises of the gospel, and then 
went to prayer; and after me my wife, and 
then my daughter Martha; and while sup- 
plicatinf^ the throne of grace an his behalf, 
the Lord, in his infinite goodness* spake 
|)eaee to his soul; and we were all made 
(lartakers of the blessing. If e joined soci- 
ety, lived several years, and died clapping 
his hands and shouting, << Glory to God ! I 
^ am going home !" lliat moment his 



Lands, ceased clapping, %o . died. 

We had no^ about ti^euty-two di* three 
in society ; but perseeulion soon arose, and 
the devil stirred up oticf X !Nl a professor of 
religion among the pl^dbyteriansv who at 
first appeared very friendly,, and was active 
in bringing us into th^ neighbourhood*; but 
dooii after he lieciaine an instrunient in the 
hands of the devil to oppose and,l4y waste 
the truth, and 4id[ much hurt to Ihe cause 
of God; and all underthe clokeof religion* 
He went among bur young converts, and 
told- them, tkat God had ](*evea!ed it to him^ 
that the spirit which they professed to re- 
ceive at theilr conversion, was of the devil, 
find not (he Spirit of Christ But glorv-to 
^od, it was not in the power of men or de- 
vils to extinguish the divine flame; altUo* 
they cast a ctoud on many minds, and turn- 
ed some out of the way. 

The height of ray hannest being un our 
meeting-day, when meeting time came, I 
told my reapers that they must all go to 
meeting, and that I would pay them their 
wages as though they were at work. We 
all went, and God Vroiight powerfully ; se- 
. veral fell to the floor, and two found peace. 
It was a great day to many. AtUr meet- 
ing we I'etiirned to our work again. 
I continued for about two months. topreacU 



under the trees, as the hoasjs'would not ooiirv 
lain thq pieofile. !)Ve setdoiu had a meeting* 
during .that period,' hut what some were 
either eonyiaeed^ cbav^rted^ or sanctified. . 

I now thonght it inight b/^ expedient to, 
to iha}^e an > iitteinpt towards building . a 
meetingrho^se. ;A subseHjptic/h was drawn 
up ior.that pilose; hut not being able to 
ohtaijii a suitable pieee'of ground to buitd on^ 
as those who had siich, refused to sell, it 
fell through for nearly four years, and we 
continued our meetings as before* 

One day^ while I. was speaking, the pow- 
er of the Lord laid hold c^n 'a. qual^ier wo- 
man, and as she was about to escape* she 
fell on lier hands and knees. Some of her 
friends helped her up, got h^r into a wag- 
gon, and carried her offl I w^s afterwards 
informed that it took them iw9 weeks to 
kill bej! :eoB> ietions. The wov^ of'the Lord 
went oil among the peJDjplej -and I, continued 
to impress the necessii^ 0^ sanctification 
upon believers. We had ait *that time twelve 
children who were, convened to God. . One 
of our sisters got ^deeply convinced, that she 
must be holy in heart; and one night the 
Spirit of God came upon her, so that she 
^u%>se out of her bed, went on her knees, 
and prayed to God to give her a clean heart, 
and to sanctify her nature; her mother 
ran and caught her abo^ut the^ neck, aud 
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told her to go to l)ed> for there was no occa' 
$1011 for so much ado ialtmut religion. She 
went to bedybut without the blessing ; tho* 
her distress was so great, that she eould 
hot rest Soon she was tip oii thfv floor 
ajgain, crying eaoroestiy to Go<l ; hfer mo- 
ther hauled her on the b^ again ; ^e ihea 
rose again, and entreated her mother to let 
Tier alone, and she then forbore.' ' While 
ahc eontinncd wrestling witli God fir the 
blessing, the power of the Lord eame 
upon her, so thkt she lost the use of her 
feodily powers for ^oifie time. liVhen she 
«ame to again, she knew that God had 
^anetiiied her soul. . 

It is. about lifteecL years since she re^ 
ceived this inestimable blessing ; and, irona 
that time to this, her life and conduct has 
adorned the ^spel. 

Next evening, at elass-meeting, she came 
dnA retiearsed the matter, and told us that 
God had sanctUte<t her soul: this gave a 
iVesh spring to niahy. A few days attcr^ 
one of our sisters was engaged with God 
for a clean heal't ; she went five times oa 
her knees to pr^jef , and then concluded 
that she wus going to die. O, said she, th^t 
daddy Abbott was here to see meclie ! Then 
slie went to prayer again ; but still grew 
worse. She went to the door to call some 
near neighbours ; but could not utter nn« 
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\fOTd ; she then shut the dooi^ , and went tu 
prayer the seventh time ; and Uie power o€ 
tlie Lord came wonderfully upon hery and 
she fell to the floor as one dead. When 
she eame to, sWknew that Crod 'had sane- 
tiiied her soul^ she^ then aro^e, and at that 
instant I came iri at the door* and she cried 
oul^ ^< JD^addy Abbott, God has given me 
a ele^B heart !'* Af ^^* moment, God seal- 
ed it so t^ my heart, that I cried oat, and 
could not' foVbear: we rejpieed together in 
a glorious hopo of i|nmort^lity, litis a- 
iarmed several, and set tUen^ all on iSre for 
sai^etuieatiion. , ., • . 

The 'ne3tt meeting-day^ in preaching, 
we^ had! a .powerful time,, aria a^ nam- 
ber,fell to the ftoor ; one man attempted t*6 
run o^ bujfc God laid hifii dpwh at the door, 
A womaa made the same i[^t't<;^mpt, but the 
Spirit of, the etierjial God arrested her, and 
she leH baeV into tfte house, just as she 
was going out. of the door. After^ preaeh- 
ing, we had a bleissed time in class : while 
claiming tl^e promises, sevei^l were soonr 
down, both on the right and left: some 
foiirid peace, and others professed sanctlii- 
eation. One very wicked woman was ar- 
I'ested by the mighty power of God, and 
scrabbled out at the door, and laid hold of 
a cheese-press to prevent herself from fal- 
ling. Af Ur a while, she set ojST for home, 
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wnA >vhen abotit half way^ she began to coH- 
'elude that it was only a frigfat» oeeaBioiiecl 
bj seeing others so aviated; and as she was 
jpassing thrc^gh a skirt of wood^ she was 
again arrested by the Spirit of God, which 
convineed her of omdipotent powers and 
trembling, she. went home and threw her- 
self on the bed, and. there lost the usual 
power of her body and.limbs/and shook to 
that degree, that the bed, t>ilwhieh she lay^ 
trembled under her. The al^rm ran 
through the neighbourhood with as great 
surprize as if one had been murdered. ^ 

In the evening I went to s6e her, whei^c 
I found about forty of the neigh&oiq*s as- 
|M9lnbled to see what was the nutter. She 
then lay shaking as heretofbi^e in.a verjr 
strange manner* I then e3:lkoi*ted the peo^ 
pie and! told th^m that this was the. wonder'* 
ful work of God, and that'if%y, would not 
beiieye it, they woiiid not bSieve if God 
Almighty was to stanJ.*bythein as he stood 
by M0S6S in a flame of fire. The people 
looked as if dicy were 'tinder sentence Jtif 
death, while an awful tcri*or was stamped 
on every face. She tlien broke out in ex<» 
hortation, exhorting them all not to live as 
she had done. You see, saiil she, what sin 
h'as brou,^ht me to ; she spake near one 
hou", and many wept under her exhorta- 
tion. Whenever an opportunity olFere<l. X 
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threw in awoiil for Jesus; She eontiBtie| 
in this strange pcsturetMro days and nights^ 
and then the Lord gave her strength to get 
oat of bed: hut -as yet she had not found 
peaee. In the evening of the third day^ 
sh^ eame to my h^use to family duty, and 
the Lord s6t her soul at liberty. She 
returned home^ rejoieing in God' her Sa- 
viour^ joined soeiety^ and eontiiiued a faith- 
ful member about six months. Her case 
afterward was singular. A dispute be- 
tween' her husband and' one of our mem- 
bers^ being left to men, was decided against 
Idoiy this gave her lBU(ih uinbrage that she 
;eame no morb t6 meeting; soon she re- 
turned to her old praetie.es again^ and be- 
^«am6 a two-f61d worse, child of hell than at 
the begjoningy eu^sidgt swearing, and blas-^ 
pheining in a mo^t horrid manner. - 

In about eighteen months after, God. 
sent the grim monster death, to arrest her. 
In her siel^ness she sent^ for fne. I went, 
and cxllibrteci her to try to turn to God; 
but she s'aidi^ sh^ 6()uld not see how Qod 
oould have n^rcy on her, as she had sin- 
Med 30 grievoui^ly. against such iight and 
' knowledge. There being several backsli- 
ders present, »he ei^iorCed themHo turn to 
God bcibre it was eternally too late. I 
endeavoured lo apply ^1 tlid promises for 
Ifijciwsriderf; from Genesis im Revelations^^ 
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but jvrithout faith. I then ealled the people 
togetht^r, and went to prayer^ hut it seem- 
eel as if Diy mouth .was ^tqpped, and my 
prayers ^era>vithoutacceis, I ai*ase froui 

Ei^*ayei\and exhoi.*ted h/eir tP ti'y to pray; 
ut she vejilied, I have no heart or power 
to pi^y ; but, said I, keep begging pi* God 
to gi e you a heart to pray j for the spirit 
of prayer is the gift of Ciod, and you have 
your, senses, and wko knp^^^ what God^ay 
do.fox'you. So I bid her jTare well, i.ahd 
and w ent hunM!« They s^nt for ine ^^^ ; 
Bj^n.t;old the nies^e^^ei* that.iny,t^iiiporal 
aOTuirsi were iosueii a situation that tepuld 
nut then gp. In> the. a^fiernoo;i, hei: 5^^^ 
eame for me again.; hiut l.tpid hiiii I eojilcl. 
riot well go. Oh,, ^b f^j (said iie^ an^ 
bfcirst iato a floorf of tears) for slie fnght- 
ens us so, that we. are.airaid to stay in 
the house, I told hioji to go tiy the house 
and ask my daughter Rebeccai, QintefidiQg 
to go myself in rtieVvenilig)^h so, and 
she wcnti She. fo.Mn^ a ^uniberr.of th^ 
neighbours g^thpre^^ expecting tJi^ womaa 
waS} dying. .Mhens)j[e went ih> the sick 
^oman was pbirtUng,>vi<h jier hi^ud^ saying 
to the by-stander^i. f? Po not you see the 
<« devils there really Co' seize my soul and 
♦•drag it to hell ?''• Some of them said, 
' TFhere are no d^jvils hpe, 'she is out of her 
senses ^ but^J^ r(;>pUe({9 1 have my senses 
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as irell as ever I had ih my life.- She thed 
tritd out; <^ I aai in hell ! I am in hell !'^ 
bat said they^ Tou are not in hell^ you ar^ 
6\xt of your sensei?. She replied, ^I am 
<< not out of my senses ; but I fei^i as ih^ett 
^ of the torturing torments of the daiiihed 
« as a mortfd can feel in the body !^ Ht^ 
flesh rotted on her bones, and fell frofnl 
on^ of her side's, so that he^ Entrails niight 
be seen. In this i'trfU, terrible situatiod 
ishe left this sta^' of ^etidn. AliEis! alas^ 
Wo to backsliders !' S^el5^ if there be one 
place of greater piinishinent than anotlier^ 
among the torment^ of the damned, that 
viil be their portion. That God may a- 
larm their' guilty fcairs, ' before' iniquity 
^roYe their eternal iruiri, and their souls aiN6 
centered among devils and damned ghosts> 
is the desire of my soul ! 

I had ojFt^n urged on the people the ne- 
cessity of building a meeting houise,%r th6 
Space of about four years, in lower Penns- 
Neek, 'daring which period we had fre- 
quently held our meetings under the trees, 
when the weather admitted^ One day meet- 
ing with a carpenter, I agreed %yith him td 
build ope. He eame at the time appointed^ 
I told him that we had gotno timber for the 
building, and therefore I rhu^st go a begging. 
Accordingly we set out arid went to a 
B«ighboujL', and told him we w«re going to 



build a bouse fbr God, and asked Mid Vfbat 
he would give tcmards^^ he answered) t^v^ 
gtic/ks oftimber for sills. . Wethen iirentlil 
the ividiQw M<C.% aprofessing quaker^ and 
l^ci gaveius twe inor^^ .and sent hfr team 
jtq haul, them to the pl^ce. ^ \Ve then went 
to }Ir. Wiiliam Ptqipot^ '^nd ^e. gave as 
su%ient fqr tliehou,^f9.;tt|^qgb n^^ ^vpn a 
proffsssor witl^ ii§jf may^tlje Xord reward 
^n«,aeeordingly*i Irthj^g^vi^nt among our 
friends*. aTui told thj^jni^ths^ they .must come 
and help to get.tbe iif^erl' they. did so^ and 
we began on Tuesday pnopningv and b^y Fri- 
day night we had ail the timber at the 
place. Brother Henry FBrtlif a steward 
of the eireuity. and^yself^ were. ap|iointed 
managers to carry on the building. The 
Friday week fpU^wing, we raised our house^ 
and in the afternoon preached on the foun* 
datlon. In six weeKs the carpenter had 
done bis work* and I begged the money and 
paid him. This proved a great blessing to 
the neighbourhood, the greater ps^rt of 
wliieh bei'4fi)ie methodized^ and many were 
moralized and eliristii^nized, while the ene- 
mies of truth daily lost ground^ and bigotry 
gradually dee^^ed. 

1 had been for some time pressed in spirit 
to visit Pennsvlvania^ and in the love and fear 
of Gody I set out, with my life in my hand. 
U being at a time when the war was raging 
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'iiwi|;h uur land. 1 «i-(>s$i»l Uie D«lawfl^ 
^FW-CaHtle, aoil thm tiiKhl. ftt t-tirly cart' 
El{);l)ti prearhffl ar R. F.*a to a (mfk of 
Hins. asH^inlilctl inonk-i'tu limit mf.uiMl 
^ mood uiili a biitUc nT i-uiti in lii« hand. 
»rinR Hia( he wmild ilii-ovf ii nt my 
'i but Mr. F. (.to 0(1 in the dooi- hihI 
r«nt<-(l liim. If I cvn- pi'Ptidu'd llie l^r- 
% of (l)R luw I <Uil it Kk'u— liopinf» sni 
i «eetl iiiighi bv snwti in sonic lii-arl! 
I wcDt tifxl fhiy ifi J. S.'m. and [irraplic-d 
me eronin}; to a sniall, tiut an allPiili 

rCA^iiun. Ilciv some soiih ap(ieaiT< 
f happf. In time of my last pray^-r, 
I woman felt In lUe llnor. nn() ci'ImI Ittigh 
I toGoiirora clean lieari. anil after aiiiiEi 
, \Ay aa one dt^nd; but vclich ttUe canit^J 
lit. hIic said; (lod bad i;ivi>n htM' a clrai 
br»rt, and cried out, •■ 6 tbal I cimld g» 
•• ii» my .Icsiis ! O Umt I could die!" Thia 
VUf brt-lungnagc foe n<^'iir (Itc space orikrec 
biium, without riniug fmin the flooi" — 1 
Uiun liild her sbc sbiiiild nut die. that Gud 
hml vuiiictliing for licf to do. aiiil that 
iMii'il iMii die wbi-ii slic would. She thei 
.v<lil. - I ( d;tdd.v A'llmd ! how can I live E' 
i,r.!iHi^ it iiviT and ovir a;;ain. I wenl 
il ii:n hrr : she continued all nigh 
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fAieep lierey but they were afraid to h<M 
up their heads :) as soanas I had ooaeluded, 
i wa§ attacked by sever^ 6f ihem. I tald 
tliem th^t if God bad fqEQ-ordaiiied sueh ^ 
jRertasB number for salvatioo^ aod pre-i^rr 
llained die remainder lor daoinatiQ^it wa$ 
in vain to pretend to persuade me to re*> 
nottBee my pnaeiides, f<^ let me do^ what 
I wouldy I was cerjtainlj as weU ofTa? they 
were, dnd laid before thein the absurdity* 
of sul^h antiseriptural doctrines — and sq 
we parted* 

Next . day I preached at brother H^s^ to 
a large congregation T here God attended 
the word with power; many poor sinners 
were cut to the heart, and some cried 
jdoud for mercy. . After preaching, a dear 
pld woman pame J3t,nd saudy f^ This is the 
gospel trump !«--X heard it sounded by Mr. 
Whitefield twenty-five years ago ; it is the 
same ; I know it/' I spent a precious 
evening with the old lady and her husband^ 
conversing on th^ things God. In the 
onorning I went to my appointment, and 
preached tp about ten hard-heai'ted sinners. 

Next day, T set out for my appointment ; 
but being a stranger, I stopped at a houise 
to enquire the way, and the man told me he 
^as just going to that place, for there was 
to lup a mcthodist preacher there that day ; 
"^nd <« Ourpreaeber, said he, is to be'th«re. 
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^ to trap Wm in his discoOTse, and if you 
«< will wait a feiv. minutes, un(il a neigh- 
f* boui^ of .mine comes, I will go with you.'* 
In a few minutes the man came* who it 
deems was a epnstablci 80 we set off, anil 
they soen fell into eonyersution about the 
preacher, having no idea of my bein,sr thtf 
man, as I never wore lYlaek, or any kind of 
garb that indicated my bt'ing a preacher; 
and so I rode unsuspected. The constable 
•being a very profane man, he swore by all 
the gods he had, good and biid, that he 
would lose his right arm ftM>m his body if 
the methodist pre^tcher did not go to jail 
that day. This was the theme of their dis- 
course; My mind was greatly exercised 
on the occasion ; and what added* as it were^ 
d 'iHe weight, T w*as a stranger in a strange 
p' "lere 1 knew no one, » 

we arrived at the place appointed. 
Is ut two hundred horses hit(*hed. I 

ah ched mine, and retired into the 

wo ,vhere I prayed and covenanted w ii h 
Gc my knees, that if he stood by me in 

th' .country, I would be more for 
hi through grace, than ever I had been* 
Ituuii arose and went to my horse, with a 
perfect resignation to the will of God, whe^ 
ther tp death or to jail. I took my saddle- 
bagsand went to the house. The man took me 
ifpto a private il^oom^ and desired I would 
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preaob in favour •f the war, as Ivrsa^ ia a 
presbyteriaA settlement. I replied, I should 
preach as Gad should direct me. He ap- 
peared veiy uneasy and left me; and just 
before preaching he feame in again, and re- 
newed his request that I would preaeh up 
for war. I replied as before, and then fol< 
lowed him out among the people, where he 
made proclamation as follows : << Crentle- 
'< men, this house is my own, and no gentle- 
^< man shall be interrupted in my house ia 
<< time of his discourse; but after he has 
« done, you may do as you please.'' Thank 
God, said I sofdy, that I have liberty once 
more to warn sinners before I die. I then 
took my stand, and the house was so crowd- 
ed that no one could set down. Some hunr 
dreds were round about the door. I stood 
about two or three feet from the oonstable- 
who had sworn so bitterly. When he saw 
that I was the man that he had so abused 
on the way, with so many threats and oatlis, 
his countenance fell, and he turned pale. 
I gave out a hymn, but no one offered to 
«iug* . I sung four lines, and kneeled dowa 
and prayed. When I arose, I preached 
with great liberty. 1 felt such power from. 
God rest upon me, tliat I was above the fear 
of either men or devils, not regarding >vhe-/ 
ther death or] ail should be my lot. Jjook- 
^g fon)va;*d | ^aw ^ de«oat looking man 
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trembling; asd tears floiived in abundan^e^ 
vbieh.Isoon discovered was the case with 
many others. After preaching I told them 1 
expected they wanted to know by what au- 
thority I bad come into that country to 
preach* I then told them my conviotion and 
conversion^ the place 6f my nativity and 
place of residence : also my call to the mi- 
nistry, and that seven years I had laboured 
in God's vineyard ; that I spent my own 
money, and found and wore my own clothes^ 
and that it was the love that I had for theiF ' 

{)recious souls for m hom Christ died, that 
lad induced me to come among them at the 
risque of my life ; and then exhorted them 
to fly to Jesus, the ark of safety, that all 
things were ready, to seek and they should 
find, to knock and it should be opened unto 
lhem« By this time the people were gene- 
rally melted into tears. I then concluded, 
and told them on that day two weeks they 
might expect preaching again. I mounted 
my horse, and set out with a friendly qua- 
ker for a pilot. We had not rode above 
fifty yards when I heard one hollowing after 
us. . 1 looked bade, and saw about fifty run- 
ning after us. I then coocluded that to 
jail 1 laust go. We stopped, and wheii tliey 
came up, ♦* I crave your name,'' said one- 
] told it him, and so we parted. lie was a 
jasticc of tlie peace, and was the person thaf 
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Xhad taken notice of in time of prea<iliingi 
and observed liim to be in great anxie- 
ty of mind. No one offered rae '^ny tiolenee 5 
but they eommiUod the next preaehert on 
lli^at day two w^eks, tatlie common jail. I > 

went home with the kind quaker, vhere X 
tarried ail niglit I found that himself and 
lirife were under serioiuS: impressions^ and ^ 

had had methodist preaehing at their house. 
They were very kind^ and we spent the \ 
evening in conversing on the things of God* | 

Here A. C. ofie of our young, preachers, J 
met me, intending to go rouitd the cii-cuit ^ 
with me. ^ 

We set out for the next preaching pkiee» \ 

where we found a small congregation. I 
had great liberty inpt*eaehing, and we had 
a blessed tune. One woman fell to tliG floor. 
Brother C. was greatly tiied at hearing the \ 

cries of the peofiJe. 1 

. Next day we went on to our mx\ appoint- 
lnent« in a sehool4io;^se. where we had a 
considerable congregation. I spake with \ 

great libtri'ty ; two fell under the power of 
God. and wjien they came to, they had 
found peace. After elass^meeting we went 
home with one of our frienda, and next day J 
preaclied at his house. The LmmI attended '\ 
the woiil with power — several cried aloud j! 
bi* mercy. In class we h^d a melting time, \ 

id two fell to the Jio«>r. This tried bro- 



ttber C« again, and he asked me vfhy I did 
not command them to be silent. J. told him 
that these people were not Jersey peupte^ 
and I had hot learned them to fall down 
and cry out, as the people in yoor neigh- 
liourhood say I havje learned the Jersey peo* 
pie. Here you may see foryourself, that 
It is the power of God. Why, said he, bro- 
ther G. would forbid them. I told him, it 
mattered not tome what brother G. would 
do, I knew it was the .power of God ; and 
therefore if every cry was as loud as ever be 
heard a,(jlap of thunder, I would not foibid 
them. 

IVext day we went to our appointment, 
where the. eongregation was chiefly Ger- 
mans, and a well-behaved people. Here 
the Lord wrought wonders; divers fell to 
the floor, and several found peace. We had 
a livdy class, and a precious melting time 
among the people of God. Many tarried to 
hear what i had seen through the land of 
the wonderful works of G<»d. In family 
prayer the power of God came on me id so 
wonderful a manner, that I lost both the 
power of my body and use of my speech^ 
and cried out in a strange manner. The 
people also cried aloud. Here I thought I 
jshouki frighten them, being m a strange 
jeountry, and among a people of a strange 
Jimguage, anCi was afraid it might prove » 

K 3 
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antage to them : biit gloi^' to 6od» it 
contrary efieet^fortbey eoatiBuedaU 
in prayer* 

Lt morning I set out with about twenty 
(for my appointment^ where we fbunii 
;e congregation* When I came to my 
ation, the iM>wer of the Lord eame ia 
i mannerf that the |)eople fell allahoilt 
)use9 and their cries might be heard 
if. This alarmed the wicked^ who 
^ for the doors in suck haste^ that 
eli one oTer another in heaptu The 
' mourners was so great, I thought to 
>ut a hymn to drown the noise* and 
d one of our English friends to raise 
it as soon as he began to sing* the 
' of theliOrd struck him,, and he pitch- 
ider the table, and there lay like a 
tian^ 1 gave it out again, and asked 
er to raise it: as soim as he attempted^ 
II also, I then made the third at- 
;, and the power of God came upon me 
h a manner^ that I eried out, and was 
ed. I then saw that I was fighting 
St God, and did not attempt to sing 
• Mr. Bcehm, the owner of the house» 
preacher among the Germans, cricJ 
«I never saw God in this way before/* 
[i]i( d. This is a pentecost^ daddy. 
9 besure«" said he, clap^ittg his hands, 
enteoost be suro!*' Prityer was all 



115 

thrmgli (he lioiise, up Htiiiry anil tloim. ^ 
Wiivtl Mr. BtelitTi (u gii (o prajer.: Ud 
, und Ave ot- sis uf iis did tliv same. 
k A nr8tip|i-Pij;ht liavin» (ircn appointt-d for I 
hnl evening, and Bcein.E; nopn»s|H('t of (his 
Klini^ bt'iii^ ijvi-i't allliniigli It liad fii.^^iiii 
^elewno>l«i-li, I {«ld Mr.Biplini that wc 

i beat qiiiolly wifhdniw fnim the mrcl- 

ilii^'houM!. When we Imd u;ul out of ihe- 

<]oer,a young man ciiinf out, and laid hold 

of (he fiMU'e (o support himself from f-M- 

tegf and tii«rc bollouYd aiuain foi- Uod I'l 

'tRve toerfyon liitn. To Ite sure said Mt-. 

"oehiu, Iin-versaw God in this way hi'foiv. 

B exhoi'Uid hiiH lo look to Uml, nnd mil 

give up the 8lrugp;lc. and Rod would 

s hini hfforu he letl the pluci-. I took 

hp Aid genllcuiait hy the ni-iii, and Wf nrnt 

ielly lo the bouse to get sonio ilicn'-r. 

itfl^p.o'tloek a messenger canir ri'im 

j*MV>G}iing>house.ri'qni-firingt]i:il 1 nonld 

a Ifien* iiiimedialcly, for (here w,is ii [kv- 

n dying. Wo went without. dcia,'). I weiii 

• Mail's i"»d theiv lay several aljoni (hr 

|4iip, arme cpjins for inei'uy. and «piln i-^ 

rsUins iit'd. ] then went inloihe -l, ,....: 

ftt(f TitAui.and there ihey layutK)!!' 

[b'ukvtnunm-r. I tlien wcnl Ir 

MidlotM'-I^i'vj;: »h. I:,M 
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iaxiA therefore instead of praying for her de^- 
liveraneef I gave God thanks that he had 
delivered her, and immediately she arose, 
and praised God for what he had done for 
her soul. 

A young German eanne to me, and clasp* r 
ed uiein his arins^ hut could not speak En- 
glish, that I could understand, 1 then re- 
tired to the house, and eorisulted. withMr. 
Bcehm, who should preach in the evening* 
for I thought it wouhl be best for one of 
the Crerman preachers to speak firsts tliero 
being several of them present. The ru- 
mour having run through the neighbour- 
hood of the power of God during the day» 
we had a very large congregation in the 
evening, to whom one of the German 
preachers preached. It appeared to me he 
spake with life and power. After himbro* 
ther C. gave act exhortation 5 but being 
confused^ aud.aneneniy to the work, his 
discourse was neither attended with life nor 
power. Tlien Mr* Beam gave an exhorta- 
tion in the German language ; and after him 
a young man gave a warm exhortatiqu in the 
same tongue. Then I arose, and hardly 
knew how to* speak, there had been so mx^k 
said, and it was now g^wing late; HoW" 
over, I spake, and the Lord laid to his h^- 
'ng hand, as he had done in * the day time. 

"Rrs fied and ma^ their escape out <^ 
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the hdiisc ; and then it appcaFcd as if 
there were none left, but what were ear- 
nestly engaged in prayer, some prasing 
God* and otJiers crying to Lim for iiaercy. 
I told Mr. Bcehm that I should not be tit 
for the duties of the ensuing day if f did not 
retire. Str we went to the house about 
twelve o'elock and took seme refreshment 
and went to bed. In the morning 1 found 
that the people were stiH engaged and had 
been so ail night. I went to the bouse, a- 
bout son an hour higk, wliere I found about 
one dozen still engaged ijn prayer. I toM 
them we ought to begin to prepare for the 
other meeting ; so they broke up. 
, We set out with about forty friends to 
the ticxt ap}»oii>tment. The people Wing 
gathered, after singing and pi*ayer I began 
to preach, and God laid to his lielping hand 5 
Biany: cried aloud for merey. One ycurri^ 
man being powerfully wrouglit iipon/rHir- 
ed up stairs, and tliere thunijied ab<uit on 
the floor, so that Mr. Bsehm was afrdid tiiat 
he would he injured in body. To be 
sure, said he, I never saw God in tliis way 
before. I told him there was no dimmer, 
he was in the hands of a merciful GcmI. la 
a few mi!jutes after^'j^al tempting to conio 



doNvn stairs, he fell frjSii|^he the top to the 
bottom, and hoUowt^ uloud, <^Tbe devil is 
^<in the chamber! The devil is in tht 
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« ctitiniber !*^ wliieli greatly alarmed al I 
the people. This brought a great damp 
over my spirilSy for I thought, if I had 
raised the devil, I might as well go home 
sigain. However, affer a little spaee. Ibid 
some of the dear people go up stairs and 
see if the devil was there Several went up 
to see what was the matter^ and there they 
found a man rollings groaning^ and erying 
j-r to God for merey t they returned and tola 
lis how the matter stood. When t dis- 
missed the people, mviny wept aroud me ; 
some said they had found peace, some were 
truly awakened^ and others deeply convict^ 
ed. 

Next day I went to my appointment, 
where I met a small congregation, to whoni 
I expounded the word — met a small class — < 
had a good time with them. 

I, went to my next' appointment — ^it was 
in a large store-house, but the most dirty 
place I ever had been in» I had no stomaea 
to eat, they were so moastrojusly filthy ; aad 
when in bed, I was ready to be devoured 
with fleas and bugs. Here tliere seamed 
^ but little good done. 
•^ My next appointment was in a ptesbyte- 
rian settlement, where I preached to a 
larf^e congregation of hard-hearted and still - 
necked sinnet's. with but little or no pros- 

5ct of any good being done. I left tkem 
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>kitheu<» making any appoiiitnieiit9 atid went 
Ibat eyeniDg to the place of my next ap- 
poiDtm^nt. Ti'here I met with about twenty 
persons, who hail assembled togetlior. I 
gave them a word of exhortation^ and in- 
sisted 00 sanetiAeation and holiness of heart. 
Here was a general weeping ; and the word 
took such an effect on two young men, that 
they both fell to the floor, and one of them 
eried outin like manneras I had done when 
the Jjovi had sanctified my souL I said^ 
God is about to sanctify them, especially 
that one, whose cry represented my own, 
under the like operation* Here we • had a 
precious and powerful (ime in family wor- 
ship.. The young men both declared that 
Crod had sanctified them, and were as hap* 
py as they could live, praising God . with 
loud acclamations of joy. 

Next day tlie people gathered, and we 
had a tolerable congregation. God attend* 
ed the word with power, and some cried out. 
We had a favoured time both in preaching 
and in class. 

I went to Iny next appointment, and 
preached in the evening. God attended the 
word witli powei*, and some cried out. In 
meeting the class, tliree or four professed 
sanctiflc^tion* 

Next day, at my appointment, I met wi(U 
my worthy friend and brother in Cljri??t,« 



James Sterlfaigy of New-Jercieyy .whoiftt 2. 
lyas glad to seey having wrote to him some 
days before, and informed him how God 
was carrying on hi^ work^, , . In two days af- 
crhehud received the account,, he met me 
herel We had a crowded house* and the 
Loi*d laid to his helping hand| divers fell 
to the iiooryand some cried aloud for mer** 
cj. After preachings an old presbyteriati 
gentleman attacked me, and told me it was 
all the work of the devil — ^tliat God wto a 
Godof order-^and this was a perfect con^ 
fusion. Well, said I, if this he the work of 
the devilfthesepeople (many of whom theii 
lay on the floor as dead men) when they 
come to, they will curse and swear and rage 
like devils: but if it be of God, their aote$ 
will be changed. Soon after^ one of theia 
came to, and he began to praise G^ with 
a loud voice, and soon afte? another^ and so 
on, until divers of tliem bore a testimony 
for Jesus. Hark! hark! said I to my old 
opponent. Brother, do. you hear them? This 
is not the language of hell, but Uie language 
of Canaan. J then appointed prayer-meet- 
ing at a friend's house in the neighbour-^ 
hood. vy*ter ihe people had gathered, I 
saw my old opponent amongst them. I 
gave out a hymn, and brother S. went to 
prayer, atid after him myself* I had spo- 
ken but a few words, before brother S. tcH 
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to tbefioer, inid soon after hini^ €Yeiy bokI 
in tbe house, except nfiyself and my old pres- 
byterian opponent and t^to others. I arose 
and gave an exhortation, and the two men 
feli, one as if he had been shot, and then 
they were every soul down in the house 
except mysetf and. my old opponent. He 
began immediately to dispute the pointy 
ieiiing me, it was all delusion, and the work 
of Satan. J told him to stand still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord. As they came to, 
they all praised (rod, ami not one soul but 
what professed either to have received jus- 
tification or sanetification ; eight of whom 
professed the latter. I then replied. Hark ! 
Is this the language of hell? Here your 
©yes have seen the salvation of the Lord. 
The old man left us a little better satisiled 
than at first. 

Next morning brather S. went to prayer, 
and a woman ft^li to tiie floor, and hollowed 
aloud. Then 1 Went to prayer, and brother 
S* and several others fell under the mighty 
power of tjrod. But I was under some ex- 
ercise of mind, as>fhe house fronted on the 
public highway, lest any passing byj migiit 
hear the screeches and cries, and conclude 
that sonie one was eomiiiitting murJer; 
but they all arose except the woman, and I 
desired that they would take her up and 
lay her ona bed^ for we had spent so much 
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time herCf diat time called us away to any 
next appointment^ vhieh vftis about seven 
miles distant. Here vfe met with my old 
presbyteriau opponent again. On seeing 
him I was sorry^ for I concluded that w# 
should have some disputing a^i^ain. I fixed 
my eyes on iiimy and cried mightily to God, 
that if one man fell that day, it might be 
him* As I was preaching, J heard several 
ery out. Water! water! the man is faint- 
ing! I looked round and saw it was my old 
opponent trembling like Belshazzar : I tcM 
them to let hi 19 alone, and to look to them- 
selves, for that it was the power of God 
that had arrested him. They let him go* 
and down he fell on the floor, struggled 
awhile, and then lay as one dead. When 
I finished my discourse, and dismissed the 
people^ in ortler to meet the class^I desired 
»ome of our friends to carry him out, as he 
was in our way: they did so, and laid him 
on a bed in a back room. After class I 
went in to see my old qpponeat ; he had jusi 
come to, and was sitting on the bed. Now» 
thought I, is this the work of the devil, oi< 
not? biitsaid nothing to him, nor he to me. 
Next morningt we went to our appoint- 
ment, whei^ we had a large congregation, 
looking round, ^ saw my old presljyterian 
fHend again. This \V9^ nine miles distant 
from my fiu'^ier ap})oiRtment. I iVlt fjrp.^t 
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lipeefiom in speaking : a woman began to 
sh2ke in a pewerM maDner^ and three or 
&iir cried, water ! water ! I told them it 
was tke power of God that had fallen on 
ber ; so they let her go, and down Aie fell 
on the floor. I bid them to look to thern- 
eelves, aad went on with my diBcoia*se ; 
some wept, some signed, and some groaned. 
When I dismissed the people, not one oifer- 
ed to go* I then desired some one to speak 
to them, and brother C. arose, and said^ 
Ton stand amazed at tlie pow4^r of God, 
and well you may ; and gave a smart ex- 
hortation. By this time I had gathei*ed a 
little strength, and gave them an exhorta- 
tion : they wept all throngh the house. I 
then said, for God's sake, if any can speak 
for God, say on, for I can speak no more* 
Who should arise but my old bresbyterian 
opponent^ and began with informing them 
that he was not one 'of this sect, lliat he 
had been with me four days, and that he 
neyer had seen the power of God in this 
way before, and added, It is the power of 
Ciod:*! and gave a warm exhortation for 
about three quarters of an hour* I then 
dismissed the pe(^ple, and told them, I was 
so exhausted that I was unal)ie to speak to 
them at present; but they still seemed 
loth to go away. Several quakers asked 
mo (jiuestions^ bat in a friendly manner,; 



eonfteming tlic work they had heard of : I^ 
told them that their eyes had seen iU The 
^omaoy before nientionedy rase up and (ea* 
tified that fiod had sanctified her soul, ami 
spake to the people^ testifying ^hat God 
liad done for her soul. I ,told them thaik 
they had seen how the power of God had 
wrought upon her : after this, the people 
withdrew. I spent the evening to my sat- 
isfaction with the family and a neighbouir 
who tarried all night* 

Early next morning a young man came 
in, and after asking how we did, burst inta 
tear* : I asked Iiiui what was Ihe matter t 
Why, said he, Yesterday my brother Waisi 
stru(?k under your preaching, and we tho't 
last ni2;ht that he was dyi»ig, and sent fo» 
some of the neighbours. He now desires yoU 
to come, tor be wishes to see you. I told the 
young man to inform his brother, thiU aft©D 
breakfast I purposed lo come. . When we 
went, we found seven or eight of the neighs 
hours, who liad assembled in order to see 
him die. lie said, ** I was very much ter^ 
** riiied yesterday under preaching, and af- 
*• ter I got home 1 was struck like a clap oP 
*^ thunder, and ail ray sins were set beibre 
*• me, and I fell like a log on the floor, and 
« thought I was going to die, and expected 
*'< to be in hell among devils and lUinmed 
^ ghosts, ^yhieh X saw round me ready to 
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1^ l^celve me ; and I cried aloud to 6<id to 
^( hftTo mercy on me^ and our people tho^t 
^ I \ras crazy and was going to die ^ ac- 
« ebrdingly they sent for our n^ighbours^ 
« as you see* I^ontinued until after mid- 
<« night.'*— Well, but, said I, how do you 
fed now ? do you feel that cuise, that pain, 
and anxiety in your breast that you did 
then? No, said he. How do you feel? 
'< Why, I feel at perfect peace, and my 
heart is as light as a feather/' Why, said 
I, God has converted your soul. At that 
instant he started on his feet, and threw 
off his blanket that he had wrapped about 
him, clapped his hands, and shouted, Glory 
to God! for what he had done for him; 
and was perfectly well, both in body and 
mind. I turned to his mother, and said. 
Thank God, that you have this day a son 
born; and to the neighbours, You have 
seen with your bodily eyes, the mighty 
power of God. His mother immediately 
cried out,' ''Away with you, 1 want no 
<* more of yon here. Whitefield was here 

• << like you, turning the world r pside down : 
«< I want no more of your being bom again.'* 
Mammy, said I, were you ever born again? 

^ Yes, said she. When? said I. When! re- 
plied she, why when I was christened ; and 
besides, I took the sacrament when I wa? 
fourteen yedrs of age, and was made a mem^ 
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ber of Chrisrs mystical body. My dear 
mother, said I, you >Yere born blind* and 
are so to' the present moment; and then. 
Quoted several te^ts to eonviuce her of hefr 
ignorance in the things of Go<I— But she 
FepDed, Whkeiield was here before joa, 
driving people mad— Away with yotts— J[ 
want no more of you here« Seeing there 
was no prospect of doiog any more ^ood,. I 
departed in possession of peace, leaving hep 
raging like a devil. 

We went on to our appointment, where 
we had a small congregation of dead, stupid 
people. A few quakers attended, that had 
been out the day before. After meeting, 
one of them kindly asked me to go home 
with him: my next appointment being ia 
his neighhoui'hood, I went. Next morning, 
Avhen I enquired for him, I was informed 
tliat he had gone out, but w6uld be ia 
again. After some time he returned, and 
with him an old friend, whom I took to bo 
a preacher, 1 then began to ;bink what 
discourse 1 should introduce, as I had i*ea- 
son to think he had been brought to try 
w hat foundation I stood upon : however, I 
beiijan to speak of the depths of reiigion, 
and, what they held, of justiricutioa and 
sanctijication : I then told (hem inv eonvic- 
tion and conversion ; how the Spirit of the 
Lord had wrought upon me ; and four tun0» 



ii Ihitl i-irsuit in such a, innnupr, (L-.it it bail 
futf 11 -.iway (he use of my limlis. Al lh»t 
io.ll suit it catnc an iiic »u poueH'ulI}. ihiit I 
fill. J ciidKatouivd to quench Iht: Spit-it, 
f'lf I i-xpeottrd, ail lliey were straiigfl-s [o 
the like opt-rHliun. (tiat I elionlil I'l-ightcn 
tli«u>- In 11 lew minutett 1 arusi^ iiud \ient 
iirto (be parlour, nhi-re tbii Siiii-it of tim'. 
oaM^ on itie as U' un« had pioieed a avvoid 
llirough me. I mcd out bo loud that it 
aiHrinrd (hv people althi; bam, who came 
i-tiDiiiiii,' into the housn lo tec wlmt nus iIil- 
niu'.N-f: hut Ihcy hastened a» rust imi oi" 
i!n- lii>ii-p as tlicycaiRuin. I cried out in 
::ii lij :i/.i»K <i")nncr, -and ulicn ,t]i« l>i)i-(l 
!::iij Li M>'jic mcAsuru withdrawn litiiSiiic^ 
I [< ■\-..-<\ i-ound and foimd iheiii all Iti ifju 
']'.: I- \\\iu had Ucd out ul'tlie liotii^r v 
:.t ;l >vitidows. The otdim-ud.ulifivEiuie] 
\ i; > i!>e man of tlio house. blem-<1 (lo^l 
MiHi 'iurs iu his ejL's. tlial he ev 
-Md -ii'h a uioit; (ein:ig luc iri wtmld a 
-. ;i' 1 iiii. I^ihouiil prcatli iu tbelr sctiO 
I v,liifliw;iB larK» niideonvenww^ 

11. I couM nnl ii-i>vc my eireun»> liffl 
■1 . ■ hin, li.i'I.iskip.I :,':"•■,■. ISut, ";. 

U"!-. UlUliL 
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ivill let thee.'' But I told him^ I did no^ 
know .<hai ever my lot would be cast in |hat 
quarter again, and therefore could not |ro* 
mise him, Well^ said he^ ^e will go .and 
hear thee to-day ; so the^ood woman )iur- 
tjed breakfast^ apd we all went to meeting]^ 
whieh was. about one mile distant, wtere 
we found a large congregation | for the 
Ularm had spread. I preached, and Crod 
attended the word with power. The po|rep 
of God struck the woman of the housii to 
the floor ; she cried to the Lord for meiiey ; 
but she was soon templed that it was witeh- 
orafty and that she was bewitched, and 
must now leave her husband and chihl|*en, 
and follow me throngh the world. I re* 
turned ^ith the friends, and tarried all 
night. We spent the evening satisfaelori- 
ly in conversing on the things of God. In 
the morning I went to prayer among th^m 5 
and the man of the house went witli me 
about four mi-V's, antl put me into a road 
that led to the meeting-house ; and liere 
we parted in the unity of the Spirit 

When I arrived at my appointment, 1 
found a large congregation, and amon^the 
rest, the woman who thought she waij be- 
witched. Here Goil attended the |vord 
with powers some fell, and others i*an cnit of 
the dour. One woman going out, met jauo- 
thtr coming in, and said to her. Do njn g^o 



jn, fbr yovf eannot stand iL Several Vfho 
h&d been long in society professed to have 
found peace, and others sanetiiieation-^We 
had the shout of 'a king in the camp— Ma* 
ny siid it \vas the greatest day they had ev- 
er seen in that place. I went home with 
•ne of our friends, and as he was going to 
put up my horse, the aforesaid woman 
eame ; and I &sked her if she was going to 
tarry all night ; she said she was— -I went 
and asked our friend who the Woman was j 
he said lie did not koowr After we had put 
up tur horses, we went over to one of our 
friettdsy where we found several of the 
neii^bours, with whom we held a prayer- 
meetings we had a powerful time, and I 
was happy in my soul. I returned with my 
fSriemd^ and found his' wife and the woman 
sitting utp.waiting for us. "We went to fam- 
ily prayer, and. the power of God so eame 
upon the woman, that she fell to the iieor^ 
and criod out, Lord, have I called tliv ser- 
vant an enchanter? Now I know itisofllie 
Lord ; «iid praised God as she lay on the 
floor : Sije arose and said, Now I can go 
hou'ie in peace—and in the morning she de- 
parr ^-.1. • , • 

I iv>?iit on to my appointment, and find- 
ing fihe people flocking together, I had the 
sfrajpgost leeliTij^s that T had ever experi- 
ence tl; woiuelhing like faintingfits. Icon- 
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eluded to goto bedt but seeing such amul«. 
titttde of people together, I thoQghl I would 
try to exhort; accordingly I sang and 
prayed : the panic, left me ; my soul was 
set at perfect lilwrty, and the Lord attend- 
ed the word yfith pow^r : I met the society, 
and had a precious time among the dear 
jpeople of God. Here I found ser6t*al un- 
der awakening by the Spirit of the liord. 
One woman gave me a strange relatioii of 
her conversion : she said«--<» I went to the 
<< Roman chapel out of an idle curiosity ; 
^< opening a door, 1 saw the representadoa 
^<^ of Christ on the cross^ and the blood run-* 
^ ning'down the side : it struck me with 
^ such a;n awful sense of my sins, and the 
^< satisfaction niade through Christ for sin^ 
<< that it threw me into sore distress for 
<< salvation: I went home; andi, in abou% 
^<^ two weeks found peace^ and joined soeie* 
<< ty.'^ She appeared to be a worthy mem« 
ber of society, from what I could learn. T 
spent the evening to my satisfaction ip eon-^ 
versing on the things of God* 

Next day I set off to my appointment at 
Potts^s Furnace, which for wickedness !wa» 
next docH^ to hell. Here they swore itttat 
Aey would shoot me. Mrs. Grace, blear- 
ing of their threats, and being herself lun- 
ell, and not able to atteml, sent a peirsoQ 
' moderate the furnace men and coULHers^ 
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many more were justified I know not ; but 
at one place (Mr. Boehm's) they inf6rmed 
me that there were twelve. 

I left Wilmington and went to New-Cas- 
tle^ crossed the Delaware, and so returned 
home^ much broken down.* and had so lost 
my voice, that the friends thought I would 
never be able to preach any more., unless it , 
were to whimper a little; but in about two 
months I had recovered my speech again 
tolerably well, and ionged to bo in the 
Lord's vineyard again. 

. My son David was now a preacher, and • 
riding Kent circuit, Maryland, and I re- 
ceived a letter from him requesting me to 
eome and take his circuit while lie came 
home, to see his mother, brothers, sisters, 
und friends. I got myself ready and cross^ 
ed the Delaware again at New-castle, and 
went to the head of Elk to S. T.*s and 
preached, and I charitably lio]>e some good 
seed, was sown, though we had no class 
Hiere. 

I went on to my next appointment at 
one Simmons's, where T preached and had 
a powerful time. Some .were awaken-* 
ed, and enquired what they must do to be 
saved* I met the class, and had a precious 
time among the little few. 

Next day at my appointment God attend* 
cd the word with power 5 many felt the ej> 

M 
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fbcts thereof; and many weptt^ both yfhiie 
and black. ' After dismissing the people, w^b c 
had a [Powerful lime in class; many fell to 
the floor, among whom Avas the man of the 
house : several pitofessed sanctification, and 
some to be justified. Next day, being the aafa- 
bat)i,I preaeliedjthejre again. In the morniag 
I met the black class in the barn ; many feu 
to the floor like dead men, while othei^s <^ri- 
eA aloud for mercy ; but I had to leavo 
them, as it was time to attend my appoint*' 
ment. When \1 came to the place, it was 
computed there were above one thousand 
people, and a clergyman among thenw I 
preached in the woods, and the Lord 
preached from heaven in his Spirit's power, 
and the people fell on the right and on the 
left. I saw that many were in a flutter, 
and ready to flee. I told them to stand still 
and loek to themselves, for God Almighty 
was come isto the camp. They kept their 
stations and did not flee. I continued to inr 
vite them to Jly to Jesus the ark of safety. 
It was a g^atday to many souls. After I. 
had concluded, a gentleman pre&ent said to: 
me, *k I AYant to talk with you ; and whea. 
" you pass through our town, I request you 
-<< to call on me.'' Another gentleman pre- 
sent, pointing at the first, saidi This is onir 
clergynuui. iJtold him I would endeavouv* 
to call OH Ijim; but at present jnTrst hastch 
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to my afteraooa appcfintmeiit, leaving Jh€^' 
riain and wounded dn the field. When I 
eametothe place, I found a large congi'e- 
gsction assembled. Here I preached M'itli 
great liberty ,^ and many fell to tlie earthy 
both Avhite and black; some as dead men, 
irhile others were screaming and crying 
aloud to God for mercy. Aftei* prcachingj. 
the gentlemen^ who had shewed me their 
clergyman^ invited me home with hiin. — ^. 
When I came to liishouse, such attendance 
I had never met with ) for as soon as I 
came ia, he ordered a youn^ negro to puU 
dff my boots and t6 put on me a pair of 
slippers. I told the lad to let me pull them 
off myself; but the gentleman screamed 
out at him^ because he did not seize hold 
find pull them off; I was obliged to submit 
He then opened a large library ; I sooa 
fbttnd he was a well read man, but had no 
knowledge of Gud. He told me, if what 
lie had that day heard ^nd seen was reli- 
gion, he must confess he knew nothing 
6f the matter, although be pi*ofe$sed him- 
self a ^od churchman. He told me that 
their minister was both a drunkard and a 
Imry and advised me not to go near him : 
but I told him that I hadD^mlscd, and 
inu«t go, or they would mijL iue a liar. 
Well, said he, I will go with yC|U, that he 
mi^ not misrepresent you wht^n you a^« 



136 

{one. After family duty I went to bed ^ 
observed by my hestd. a pair of pistols^ 
which I did not desire so near me, but I 
said nothing. Next morning we went to 
see the clergyman; bat we stopped at a 
finend's house of his» who said to we, tarry 
here, and I will go ^nd bring the ©lergy- 
jnan. He went^ but did not find him at 
home. We then went on, and crossed the 
Tiver, where I preached to a small congre- 
gation. Here the gentleman and I parted* 
We had a happy time in class : hero I saw 
what I never had met with before, twenty 
Women in class, and bi^t one man, and ho 
«n African. 

I went next day to one Howard's, and 
preached to a large* attentive oongr^ga- 
tion ; had an alarming time : they heard 
as for eternity ; the word reached many 
hearts. I met class, and had a precious 
time in pressing holiness of heart on them. 
As I was speaking one woman trembled, 
and fell to the floor ; and after some time 
she lay still ; and when she came to, she 
said that God had sanctified her spul: 
then told her d<*eam that she had the night 
before. I dreamed, said she, that I saw a 
plain old man, with strings in his shoes, and 
I saw every feature in his face, and. he 
reached out, and gave me a clean piec^ of 
.paj)er ; ainl I believe it represented a ekan 
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heiart : and now I know that God has sanar 
tified me. 

Next day, I proceeded to my appoint- 
Hient at brother H/s— had a crowded house, 
and preached from these words, — Verily, 
terily^ I say unto thee, except a man he 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. The Lord attended the word with 
great power; the people fell, screamed, 
screeched, and cried aloud for mercy. 
Jlerc 1 Was as happy as I could live in the 

. body; many were awakened, a^d one great 
sinner stood amazed and struck with won- 
der at- what his eyes saw. After preaching, 
met the class, and had a most powerful 
time.: some lost the power of their bodies, 
^nd we had a shout in the Lord's camp. 

Next day I went to my appointment ; the 

rumour of the work of the LoihI caused 

many to attend the word. Looking round, " 

I saw the big man again, he being of an 

^ uncommon size : in my ap J/ieation, the 

. Lord opened the windows of neaven, and 
rained down righteousness on the people. 
I proceeded to meet the people, but the 
power of GoA came in sueli ii manner, that • 
it prcTcnted me. We had a shout in Is- 
paePs camp; some shouted praises to God, 
others cried aloud to him for mercy, many 
lay on the floor as dead men, ethers all 
bathed in tears, •^nd the people shouted 

M 2 



138 

lotth a loud shoutf and tlie noise was lieavd 
afar off. Thus our meeting Qontinued for 
the space of three hcfurs tefore it broke 
uj), and I found the big man on bis kuees 
at prayer. 

Next day I preached to a small congi'e- 
gation of hard-hearted, stiff-necked, utteir- 
cumcised sinners, and felt but little free-* 
dom among them* After preaching met 
the little class ; spake freely to them, and 
impressed holiness on them with all my 
powers, but found them rather dead and 
stupid, (fere I met with a man that gave 
me a strange relation — ^That he had seea si. 
spirit, and knowing it to be his mother he 
^as much surprised ; and she told him ha 
luust meet her at a place she named to him. 
on the next evenings and that she would 
discover to him her business : he askeii 
her if he mip;ht bring a friend or two witk 
him ; she said he might bring tbem withla 
some small distance from the place ap-r 
pointed. H<**took several with him, and 
they tarried accordingly, and he went for- 
ward to the place $he had appointed, and 
there she met him, and told him th^t/at a 
certain spring, at such a tree, and such a 
distance from the tree, she had buried half 
a dozen plates for him when he was a small 
child : whi^n she had concluded she van- 
rslied out ©r Lis sight, and tJbcy all rctuini; 
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edto the house. He went to the plaeo^ 
found the spring and the tree, and sooa 
found the plates: he took them up^ and 
brought them home> and they were thenm 
his posAC^sion. 

Next morning I went to the plaee of ray < 
appointra^ty where I found many hundreds 
eol}«yM:ied an the oeca^ion of a funeral thero 
that day. The minister who preaehed the 
fiinerai sermoB9 being of the ebureh form^ 
went through the ceremonies thereof, and 
then preached a short, oasy, smooth, soft 
•ermon, which amounted to almost nothing. 
By this time a gust was rising, and the fir- 
mament was covered with blackness ; two 
elouds appeared to eome from different 
quarters, and to meet over the house, which 
eaused the people to crowd into the house^ 
upstairs and down, to screen themselves 
from the storm. When the minister had 
done, he asked me if I would say something 
to tliepeopie. I ^j^ose, and with some dii*- 
ficulty got on one of tlie benches, the houani 
was so greatly crowded ; and almost as 
soon as I began, the LoT*dout of heaven be- 
gan also. The tremendous claps of thunder 
oxceededany thing I ever had heard, and 
t)te streams of lightning flashed through the 
Iiouse in a most awful manner! It shook 
the very foundation of the liouse, the win- 
dows jarred with the violeFic'c thereof 
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Jost no tim69 but set before them the awful 
comiDg of Christ) in all his splendou^9 ^i^h 
all* the armies of heayen, to* judge the 
Worid) and to tal^e rengeanee on the un* 
godly! It may be, eriedl, that he will de« 
seend in the nest clap of thunder ! The 
people sereemcd^ screeehed, and fell all 
through the house. The lightnings thun-^ 
der, and I'aiuy^ontinued for about tlie spacfT 
of one hour^ in the most awful manner ever 
kno)vn in that eountry! during which time 
I continued to set before the' people tho 
looming of Christ to judge the world ; warn- 
ing and inviting sinners to flee to Christ* 
One old sinner made an attempt to go, but 
had not gone far before he felL Some went 
to him and put him in a carriage, and took 
him home ; where, as I was informed, he 
reniaioed three days and three nights, and 
neither ate nor drank. When the storm 
abated we broke up the meeting: many 
were that day eonvineed, and many con- 
verted.* 

I went to my next appointment, preached 
to the people with some feeling, but saw 
little prospect of any good being done. I 

* Fourteen years after, when i rode that circuit, I 
pon verged with twelve living witnesses, who told mc 
that \hey were all converted at that storm, and aJso, 
of divers others who had gone from time to eternity, 
during my absence of fourteen years, and of severat 
'^'ho had Qioved out of the neighl>ourhoo4- 
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went on ta quarterry-meeting^ >¥biofa wa^ 
held in brother Simmoas's jbaro^wherel met 
brother Sterlingy from New- Jersey, whom 
I was glad to see. We had a large con* 
greg^tion ; one of our preachers preached^ 
several spoke by exhortation 9 and Ire had a 
l^ood time •a Saturday. On SaMiath morn* 
ing we had love-feast ; the people spoke 
freely, and we liad a precious time. After 
love-feast I preached, and Go<l attended 
the word with power ; many cried aloud, 
and some fell to the :0oor: after I eou'- 
eluded, brother Ivy gave an exhortation, 
and spoke very powerfully ; many wept un- 
der his exhortation ; and after him several 
others gave exhortation* : a number wei'e 
converted and. some were sanctified, but^ 
bow many I never knew. Here ray kind 
friend Mr. K. invited roe to his house, and 
told me to bring my friends with me ; ac- 
cordingly I took brother Sterling and went 
liome with him. Here, I thank God, I was 
at BO lo&s ; brother S. returned the com- 
pliment with which fhe congratulated us on 
our arrival, as became the. christivm and 
gentleman. We soon fell into conversation 
oirthe things of God. At time of ftimily 
worship abundance of black people assemn 
bled In the kitchem and the do^r was set 
open thai they mij^bt hear without coming 
into the parlour. I gave out a hymn, bro> 



ihev Sterling went to prayer, and after biiii 
in}' self. The power of the Lord eanie 
down in a wonderful manner amon^ the 
Maek people ; some cried aloud, and oth- 
ers fell to the HOOT, some praising Odd, 
and spme crying for mercy: after we had 
concluded, brotber S. went among them, 
where he continued upwards of one Hour, 
exhorting them to fly to Jesus the ark of 
safety. 

Next day we set oui? feces homewards^ 
a^ arrived at New-Castle, and preached 
in the evening at brother F/s, to a hard- 
hearted, disobedient people; but I endea- 
voured to declare to them the terrors of 
the law, and promises of the gospel. 

Next day I crossed the river and return- 
eil home, where I found my family well, 
for which and evefry other mercy I desire 
to be ever truly thankful to the gi^at auth- 
or of all good, who had brought me again 
in safety to ray habitation in peace; and 
had attended his unworthy dust, when ab- 
sent in his service with bis Spirit's power, 
for which my soul adores^ihe God aitd rock 
pf my salvation. 

Some time afteh this, my sou David was 
k-jdittg in the Delaware State, on the Dover 
circuit, and I ei^ssed the Delaware river, 
in order to meet him at J.S.'s, butbdng a 
fkv too late, be had departed very gonT 



iul^.^iinclQcling I was sidk^ as he had ymL- 
ten requesting me to meet hiih there ; ho w- 
erer I pushed after hira^ and overtook himi . 
at Dttck-creek cross-roads^ preaching to a ^ 
lai ge coiigregatiojD in an orchard ; but com^ 
ing behind him^ he saw nothing of uie untU 
he concluded ; and as soon as he stepped 
off the stand ( stepped on and gave an ex- 
hortation, and instantly God attended the 
truth with power; the people cried aloud^ 
and wc had a shout in the camp ; but as it 
was likely to interfere with our next ap- 
pointment I dismissed the people^ and went 
to Blackston's meeting-house^ where the 
people expected me^ and a large multitude 
was assenibled. I preachect with life and 
pawer^ and the Lord attended the word: 
many wept, and I trust some good was 
done. I went home with friend Blackston^ ^ 
in the evening met class and gave them an 
exhortation, and endeavoured to show the 
Bature and necessity of perfection, or holi- 
ness of heart, ^nd pressed it home upon 
them with all the ability that God gave 
me : while speaking to the society one cri- 
ed out. and then another, and the cry be< 
«ame general, and thei*e was such a weep- 
ing, crying and shouting, Hliat 1 could not 
s|>oak to them any mot^. One young woman 
«s*ted out that slie w-as not an angel, but she 
' vv \\v^t God bad given her a clean h«arty 
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9xul had saQctified her soul. A young man 
ran to nu and chisped me about Uie neck, 
aiul saici, I am a baptist, but I know the 
Lord is here, fur I feel hjs SpiVit. This 
continued for some time^andl said, There 
f s no occasion for me to say any thing more, 
for the Master of assemblies hasiiietyoii- 
hiinseffy and hats spoken to every heart. 
Here J was as happy m^selg as. I knew 
how to continue in ike body. 

Aext day, my son returned home to see 
hiK friends, and 1 w<?nt on the circuit in his 
1 {'om. At the next appointment I prea«h- 
ed^and the Lord manilcsted his power and 
presence amongst us ; one sinner feM to the 
fi.HH\ am! cried mightily to Gwl to have 
iiiercY on Ills soul. I went on, and when I 
<^ii!Tie to the application I exhorted them to 
fiy to Christ: here, said I, you see the 
power of God, and Christ is exalted on his 
tlnone; why ^^ill you die, and seJI your 
souls <o the devil ? I desired the christians 
to withdraw out of the room aofl let sin- 
ners come and see for then selves; they 
did so. and when they came in, I said, 
here ^on see the pow<r of God on this 
ytjiirp n^an, (he was then almost exhaust- 
ed, Savlrr^-on the floor;) if this be of UdU 
as .«or e of you njav think it is, wh<'n he 
coiw^i o he Mill curse and swear, hut ii^ 
it be of God iie will praise him. Whtu 
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lie rerlved again, he began to praise God 
for what he had done for his soul, and told 
the at that God had forgiven his sins* and 
exhorted them to seek the Lord. Hark! 
said I9 this is not the iuuguage of hell, but 
of Canaan ; a language that has gone 
through your land, and you do not nnder- 
stand it* 

Next day I went to my appointment, 
where I was informed, the childix^n of the 
devil where greatly oiFended, and in(end< d 
that day to kill me ^ here f had a crowded 
eongregation. I preached, and God attend- 
ed the word with power; several made aaf ' 
attempt to go out, but the crowd was so 
great al>out tlie door, they were obli.^ed to 
stay. They began quickly to full to the 
floor, and to cry aloud* so tliat we s<»on laid 
a proper shout in the camp. The Lord w as 
very powerful :-— oneyouag man was struck 
to the floor,, and many said that he was 
dead :— -but I told them that lie was not dead. 
I toljd them to take him up and lay him ou 
a lied, where he laj" about three hours, < 
and many continued to say he was dead. I 
now began to be greatly exercised, it be- ^r^ 
inf^ the Jirst time I ever had felt any fears 
lest any one should expire under the migh- 
ty jHivvtT ot* God. lie lay in so dead a 
stat(», p.iid t^;)n tinned so long, that his flesh 
givW eaid| and his blood was stagnated to 
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his elbows ; his fingers were ^read, ancf 
about half shut, and in so stiff a condition^ 
that they eould not be straightened. Very- 
great and various were my exercises during 
this period. I concluded to go home^ and 
not proceed one step larther^ for kiliing^ 
people would not answer : but at last he 
eame to^ and as soon as he eould speak 
he began to praise God for what he had 
<done for his soul* This is the Lord's do- 
ings and it is inai*vdlous in our eyes. 

. Next day I went to niy other appoint-' 
menty and* preached in a barn to a large 
eongrfgatiofly and spoke with freedom; 
many wept» , Here I met two young Nich- 
olitest who eame and spoke freely to me 
eoneeming spiritual things. I believe they 
were both christians : one of them followed 
me three days^ and departed in great love- 
and tenderness. 

My next appointment was in a local 
preacher's house : he having heard what 
w^s going on^ began to tell me he looked 
ujioa it all confusion, for that God was a 
God of order; I told him that he might 
rest assured that it was the ppwer of God; 
however, the people gathered, aud I preach- 
ed. The power of God seizedawoman siHing 
before me, suckling her cliild, she begnn to 
tremble, and fell back on the floor. After 
"^9 oatue to^ eljte sprang upi clapping hesi' 
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"tiands, and crjinj; aloud, Tell tlie sinners 
it is the wdpk of the Lord! This alarmed 
the town, and brought many people togeth- 
er, and the Spirit of the eternal God laid 
hold on several of them ; — many wept* I 
liad not spoken long, before the slain and 
Tvounded lay all through the house, and 
among the rest, the lof^al preacher ;-^some 
erying for mercy, and othei*s praising God 
for what he had done for their souls, testi- 
fying that be had justified them, and set 
their souk at Bherty ;*^and one professed 
-sanctification. I desired the class to stop, 
and I «poke first to the local preacher. 
"What do-you think of it now, my brother, 
is it the work of God or not? O ! said he, 
I never thought that God would pour out 
iiis Spirit in such a manner, for I could not 
move hand or foot any more than if I had 
4)een dead^; but I am as happy as . I pad 
live — We had a preciotts time among God's 
people. Here I found many precious sou1s» 
Next ?day I went to brother Cole's, 
preached, and had a precious time :— here 
I found a lively class. A predestinarian 
woman staid in class : when I spoke to her 
she l>cgan to dis|mte about principles }— I 
endeavoured to shew her that Christ had 
died ior all, av.d not for a few only, accord- 
ing to her notion. She got convinced, and 
joined society : I spent the evening in ctm^ 
^rjrcing on the things of God^ 
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Next mornings being the Lorf's day, I 
vrent to the preaching-house* where I found 
many hundreds gathered. It was supposed 
the house, although large, did not hold 
half the people. I preaehed with great 
frredom, and was not at a loss for matter. 
Many wept, but I cannot say niueh good 
was done. I spent the evening at brotlner 
Cole's, in conversing on the things of God, 
and what he was doing through the land. 

I went from henee to brother E/s, an4 
preaehed in a barn td a large congregation ; 
here the work of the Lord broke out with 
power ; many eried aloud ^^ mercy, others 
were rejoicin,^^ in God their Savioui;. Here 
I met with C. R. a [)ious young woman^ 
who professed sanetiUcation, and her lite 
corresponded therewith. 

At my next appointment, I preached to 
a large congregation in the woods* and was 
informed that I was to be attacked by the 
clerk ' of the churcht who had attacked 
some of our pi-eachers. Tlie power of God 
attended the word, and the clerk sat witli 
his spectacles wrong side up, twisting and 
wringing his mouth, and pulling and tug- 
ging those near him, until they gf^ew asha- 
med of him, and moved. I fixed mv eves 
on him, seei'ig his behaviour* and cried as 
Dud as I was able. The devil is come into 

•^ camp ! The devil is come into tlie camp ! 
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ilelp, men of Israel ! Every man and wo*- 
man to their sword! Cry mightily to God, 
ili^ the power of hell may be shaken, and 
^silrcr loss ! Inan instnnt we had the shout 
-©f a king in the camp : — the elerk took off 
iiis spectacles, hung his head, and did not 
Taise it again until I had done. When ser- 
*vicc was over, many eame and asked m© 
if I did not see the deyil bodily ? I l^d 
them no | — ^I <mly «aw one of his agents ^act- 
ing for hiro. Several broken-hearted sin- 
ners flocked round me ; — I requested theul 
to go to the house, wb^re I was to meet 
4}lass* We had the house so full, I conclu- 
ded only to sing and pray, and give an ex- 
hortation. 1 enforced the necessity of sane- 
tiiication, and told diem what God was do- 
ing on the circuits Itfother E. was soon on 
the floor, and quic'kly anotlier fell ; — and 
^oon tlierc were four down« In the mean 
time I didtiot forget sinners, and they be- 
gan to fall ; — six or seven were soon down. 
Here C; B. the pious young jwoman before 
mentioned, tielped me in the work ef the 
lx>rd :-^tlie meeting lasted near or quite 
two hours. 

Next day I met brotlier Asbury at broth* 
cr T. White's, on jny way to quarterly* 
meeting, and about twenty other preachers. 
Bister White, I believe, was an Israelite in- 
'leod in whom there was no guiles Broth- 
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er Asbury; asked me what news from the sea 
coast? I then related how God was earrj'mg 
on his work, and they were atuazed* Broth<- 
er Asbury called me up stairs, and told me 
I must preach that evening :-«I told him I 
l^ould not, as they were all preachers, 
Well^ said he, you must exhort after me : — 
I 6aid, Perhaps I may. We went down^ 
and he preached ;-^and after he had done I 
arose, and as they were mostly preachers^ 
I concluded only to tell my experience ;-^ 
and so related, my conviction and conver- 
sion, and exhorted them all to holiness of 
hearty and so concluded. In the morning 
brother A. stroked down my head, and said^ 
Brother Abbott, the black coats scared yoa 
last night : to which I replied. — What could 
I say, they were nearly all preachers ? 
We all set out for quarterly-meeting : sis- 
ter White came to me as I was on horse- 
back, took me by the hand, exhorting nie 
for some time : — I felt very happy under 
her wholesome admonitions. Toward even- 
ing, not far from the place, we stopped at 
a door, and brother A. said to the man of 
the house, you must send out^ and gather 
your neighbours— and turning to me, he 
said, you must preach here to-night. At 
eandle-light, we had a lar|^e congregation. 
I preHchvd^ some wept^ some sighed^ and 
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•Uiers groaned, bull c^annot say much good 
i?as done ; however, I hope it >yas not alto- 
gether labour losf. 

Next morning, we went to quarterly- 
meeting at Barrett^s chapeL Here we 
had a large eongregation, to whom brother 
Aabury preached, and afterward he called 
on me to give an exhortation. Some ot* 
the preachers wondered where he had gath- 
ered up that old fellow. I sang, prayed, 
and began to exhort, and God laid to his 
helping hand, and eame down in his Spi- 
rit's power as in ancient days ; some fell to 
the floor, others ran out of the house, ma- 

* ny cried aloud for mercy, and others were 
shoutiug praises to the God of hosts, with 
hearts full of love divine. Seeing the peo- 
pie set on the joists up stairs, I was afraid 
they would fall through, this caused me to 

- withhold : I quitted the pulpit, and there 
was an exhortation or two given, and the 
meeting broke up. After meeting, brother 
Asbury said. Brother Abbott, you must go 
home with such a gentleman, and then went 
to the gentleman and brought him to nie, 
and I went with him. After dinner I con- 
versed with divers christian friends, of the 
dealings of God with his ptH>ple, and v- hat 
he was doing through our land. In the 
evening 1 asked if ^ay of tliem could slug, ' 
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Still out of the deepest abys^ 

Of trouble I mournfully cry j 
.1 pine to recover tny peace. 

To see my lledeemer ai)d die* 

A gentleman from Dorchester answered 
he could, and they san^ it vrith such melo- 
dious voices, and with the spirit, that it was 
attended with gi'eat power. The gentle- 
man's lady and two others, fell to the floor. 
"When done singini;, we kneeled down to 
pray, aod several fell — ^the man of the 
house, who had been a backslider, got res- 
tored — many prayers were sent up to God^ 
both by men arid women.^ — Our meeting 
contTuued three hours. 

Next morning, our love-feast began at. 
.sun-^4se : — I just made out to get there a» 
the doors were shut. The crowd was" so 
great , that we could'not go round with the 
bread and water as usual; ,It was supposed 
that as many. were outside as in the house.' 
Afti^r singing and piwer brother Asburr 
opened the loveifeast, and bade the people 
to speak. Many of them spoke very pow- 
erfully : several exhortations were given at 
intervals by the prcaehcr&— we bad a pre- 
cious time. The house being opened, one 
of the preachers preached* and several 
spoke by way of exl^^rtation^ which was 
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aitended viiih povrer^and we bad apea^ee^i- 
ble waiting before tbe Lord. After this 
meeliog I returned home again^ where I 
ariived in safety and peace. Thanksiie to 
God for the same. 

My wife had been in a poop stale of 
health for about sevea years. About six 
weeks before her death, she told rue that 
God would remove one of ns ; and I ^eiieve^ 
said she, that you ougiit to be in his vine- 
yaixi ; — ^and if I am the cross, I shall be re- 
moved from you. About the same4inie she 
besought God to deliver her from her af- 
llietion of body, that s]ie hud so Jong hi- 
Loured under ; — and in one moment she was 
restored to as perfect health as ever slie 
had enjoyed in all her life, afid continued 
so until the day of her death, which was 
about six weeks after. On the dav whi^h 
she died, she had been to market, and re- 
turned home in the evening. V* hen I came 
into the house we had some couversatioh, 
and soon aiVershe said, Ifeel verys(ranf*o, 
send for brother Biklcrback, to bleed me ; 
for I believe I am going to have a fit of the 
cholici He came, and made several at- 
tempts to let blood, but found it so stagna- 
ted that it would not run. My daughter 
Hammh stepped to her and Raid. "Mam- 
ma, you ai*e dying !** She immediately be- 
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nought God in j>rayer to rcceire her souU 
when it shouhi take its Hight from time to 
eternity. After she had done/ 1 kn-^elcd 
dowi, and prayed to God, that she might 
have an easy passage. She eontioued clap- 
ping her bands all the time I was at pray- 
er ;—i»althoiigh she had the rattles of death 
on her.. I asked her if she saw heavca 
sweetly opened before her. She was speech- 
less ;— but made throe nods with her head^ 
and her «oul took its ffight without eitheir 
sigh, grf^an, or throb. I^ felt a perfect re- 
signation to the will of God ; so that I 
euvild truly say the Lord's prayer, Thy 
Tjcill he done. Neither did I feel a spirit of 
mourning, as the world feels, for I was 
sensible ray loss was hel* eternal again^ 
wluoh was to me a consolation. The matt* 
ner of her life, from the time she became a 
christian, was exemplary, she set apart 
three times a day for private prayer, anil 
I never knew her to omit it» -And when I 
was absent, she always kept up family 
prayer. She departed tliis life on the 14tk 
of July, 1788. 

'* Lord, she was thine, and not ray Qv;n^ 

** Thou hast not done me wrong : 
♦» I thank tliee for the precious ioan^. 



THE EXPERIENCE, &c. 



PABT THE SECOND, 

Cofllainin^ his Travels and Gospel Labours, irf'ter he 
entered the Methodist Itinerant Connection, in 
April 1789, until about May ir95. . 

IN the forepart of the year 1789, T found 
it my duty to labour in (lie LoiCs vine- 
yai-d^ as a travelling preacher ; — 'having 
heretofore considered myself only as a lo- 
cal preacher :— I therefore arranged and 
settled my temporal affairs, and in April 
1769, went to the conference held at Tren- 
ton, for the district of New- Jersey, whcf'e 
I was reeeivedontrlalas an itinei^anl preach- 
er, agreeably to the discipline of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and was appointed 
to Dutchess circuit, state of New-York. 
Accordingly, I took my station. I foubd 
the circuit was new, and but few converted 
souls on it. I rode round, and strove to 
regulate the classes : — ^and my mind was 
mueh di*awn out to preach up sanctifieatioa 
to the people; but I consulted our presi- 
ding elder, brother Gari'cttson, on the occa- 
sion, and he told me it was not worth while 
to preach banctiiicatioti to unjustiiled souls* 
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But at a eevtaiii place, finding six belieyers. 
in one class, 1 thought proper that day to 
pre$«h sanctiiication ; after I had done, a 
maa and ^ wpman told ine it* there was 
such a blessing to be attained they were 
determined to seek it. I told them, God 
would.as surely sanctify them as that they 
had sofls, if tliey would seek and contend 
for the blessing. 

One fiiorning, tlie woman went six times 
behind f rock, and prayed, still without 
receiving the blessing ; — she went again, the 
seventh time, and the Spirit of the Lord 
came so upon her, that she fell to the 
\ ground ; — and the Lowi took away the heart 
of stone, and gave her a heart of flesh, and 
sprinkled her as with clean water, and gave 
lier an evidence that he had sanctiiied her 
soul. She then went to one of the near 
neighbour's, and the same power came upon 
her there, that had done behind the rocbi 
and they all received a Messing, and had a 
shout among them. 

The man, likewise, being engaged for 
sanctifioation, retired one evening to a lit- 
tle mount before bis door, where he was in 
great agony, and thought he saw the devil 
stand just before him, on the n»ount ; — he 
arose from his knees to go to the house* but 
on his way determined- that he would not 
be beat off by the devil, and accordingly 
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FeturneA agaia to the mounft "wliere ke 
vrestled i;viih God ^ in pra^ er, until the 
devil gave way : — lie then fell before God, 
but how long he laid he could not tell ^^ut 
when he came to, he knew that God had 
tenciified his soul. 

Wben \ went !o my next appointment 
and pi'eached, I saw some little ^gns of 
g^od, but not much. I met the clslss and 
found but few, if s^iy, that knew tlie par- 
doning love of God. 

Next day I went to a place called DovePj 
and preached in the church > — here I saw 
but little effects;— I went home with broth- 
er W. and itiet class. Here were some 
precious souls, who had a peaceable wait* 
iog I>efore God. 

Next day I went to Sharon., and preach- 
ed to so laj-ge a congregation, that I had to 
stand oat of the door. The people wrre 
presbyterians, and knew but little about 
luethodisra. Here- God attended the word 
with power and authority, so that many 
wept, and some cried aloud, goon as 1 had 
epncluded, up ruse an old man, and began to 
exhort, with tears in his eyes, desiring the 
people to believe, adding^ « It is the true 
gc&ufl that you have heard this day." Af- 
ter iiim, arose another, weeping, and ex- 
horting the people to believe, for these 
were the truths of God. I then dismissed 
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the people and returned to the bouse, and 
about ^twetity foljowed nie, enquiring whai 
they must do to be saved. I exhorted them 
to fly to Jesus, the ark of true safety, i 

Kext day I went to my appchitineat and 
preached, and saw but little fruit ; a few 
wept. The people here were chielly pres* 
hyterians, baptists^ and eongregationalists. 
1 met t|ie class, asd found the woman of 
the house an old Israelite. 

Next day 1 preached to a small eongre^ 
.gation; the Lord attended the word with 
power, and seven joined society. 

Next day I went to my appointment, 
where I found a eongregatidniJ minister^ 
and the 'greatest part of his hearers. I 
preached with great liherty and care- 
After dismissing the people, a dispute 
quickly p.rose, and a number, both meu 
and women, contended warmly with me, 
without the le4ist regard to order. I was 
obliged to request them to speak one at a 
time. Our dispute continued a long time. 

Next day I went on to my appointment^ 
and preached : here some wept. I met the 
little class, and found a few that had ob- 
tained peace. After I had dismissed the 
class, I was attacked by a baptist, who 
said, •• If amj man says he hath no sUi h& 
is a liar 9 and the truth is not in him.** I 
vepiied, My brother,, do you live in sin? 
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Yes, said he, every day. T*heil, said 1, I 
will prove you, by the\vopd of God, to be 
a ehild of (he devil, and aa heir of damna- 
tion : for St John tells us, He that commit" 
let/i sin is of the de'oil;-^foT this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested that he 
odghtdeslroif the works of the devil ;--^ich9'' 
toerer is born of God doth not commit sin* 
1 John ill* 8, 9. Now, St. John or you are 
mistaken ; and I desire to know where yo«i 
keep this devil that sins in you, whether in 
your heart, flesh, or head, or where he is ; 
for Christ and Belial ean have no eoncord 
together ? This body, or this flesh, cannot 
commit sin without the assent of the will, 
*whieh is the spring of aetion,and one of the 
noblest faculties of the soul. Try the exper- 
iment : put your hand to your head, or rise 
♦ttt of your ehair without the assent of your 
will. He being confounded, and several 
l)eginning to laugh, arose, and appeared 
▼epy angry, and so withdrew. 

I -went to my next appointment, where I 
preaehed;— •some wept, and^ some siajhed. 
1 met the olass, and had a melting time. 

At my next appointment, I preached, and 
the Lor«l attended the word with power, — 
»ome were cut to the heart, and cried 
aloud to God for mercy, and we had the 
»hoat of a king in the camp, I met the 
^Ims^^ and tw« y<>uBg mea joiaed ^oeioty^ 
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wfto liad been, a few days l)efope, trying 
ivliieh couifl swear the most profane^ oatlu 
Novv they both professed faith in Christ ; — ? 
upon ^vhieh, the father of one of them sent 
him to their minister to learn their articles 
of faiths &e; He staid four weeks, and by 
tliat time lost all his di^^ires for salvation^ 
andeould eurse and swear as fast as ever ;-^ 
for said he, << If I am to be saved, I shall 
be saved, and if I am to be damned it mat-^ 
ters not whether I swear or pray.'* — I then 
turned him out of class. 

At my next appointment, the people 
were chiefly Dutch. I preached to them^ 
and God attended the word with power ;— 
many wept, and God was with us of a truth | 
two young men were cut to the heart, and 
cried aloud for mercy. When the nieeting 
was over, I asked them to 'stay to elass^ 
thev did so, anil declared that i>od had 
broken into their souls ;— and, f^r Christ'^ 
sake, had filled them with such joy and 
peace as they never had felt before. And 
likewise, an elderly woman and her two 
daughters found peace. 

1 M'ent on to my next appointment, and 
God attended the word Mith power ; — ^many 
wept, and one baptist woman, that had fal- 
len from grace, was restored to the love of 
God again : — I met the class, and invited 
Iwr in :— .after speaking to the mcjiibcrs, I 
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>«poke to bei':— NovTy said I, God has stio^^ 
mi yott the absurdity of your principli»s ;— 
sbe replied, I renounce them all ; and if 
you are willing to receive mej I tvish to 
join your so«iety. 1 then asked the class 
if they were willing to receive her j— they 
said they were^ S9 I admitted her into soei- 
cty. 

I preached in Baston Row's barn^ from 

these words, •\*o£ every one that saith unto 

me, LorA. Lordf shall enter into the Idg- 

dom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will 

of my father which is in heaven* Matt. vii. 

21. Here the Lord manifested his power 

amongst us : J. R« being awakened^ desired 

preaching niight be at his house — aecord« 

i!4gly I went there, and preached to a large 

congregation, a^d God attended the word 

with power; — one young woman fell to the 

floor, and when she arose, she bore a living 

testimony that God for Christ's sake, had 

forgiven her sins — and said, there was not 

a greater sinner in the barn than she had 

been. Mai^y wept, and among the rest, aa 

a\A qu^iker woman and her daught(T9 who 

went home all bathed in tears. Some days 

after, she told her sister what a strange 

old man she had seen and heard, and that 

she never had such feelings before in all 

her life ; for she had cried all next day, 

and could not help it. But, said she^ I 

e 3 
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never will go to hear him any more* JoIih 
R0W9 his wife and daughter^ his brothet 
and his wife^ and his three negroes^ all^ 
found the Lord/ This day my soul was oik* 
the wing, aod I formed a class^ who wer6 
moslly Germans. 

Next day, on my way to my appoint- 
ment, I met with brother Garrettson, and 
went to Mr. Sands' and dined : after I had 
been ^ome time in the house, discoursing 
with the people, the Spirit of God came 
upon me, and Tasked theRi if I might go 
to pi^yer, which was granted ;-r-and while 
I was atpraycr, their eldest daughter cried 
out, and an awfulness rested on her father 
and mother. After prayer, I was about 
to set off; but Mr. Sands said, Stop a 
while and I will go with you : — I did so, and 
he went. I preached, and the Loril man- 
ifested his presence amongst us : one Ger- 
nian woman cried aloud, ami more were . 
melted into tears* Their minister, who 
was a presbyterian, was there, and looked 
very wild, but said noUiing. After I had, 
got to .Mr. Sands*, the woman before men- 
tioned, sent forme ; — Mr. Sands went with 
me, and when we got there, we found the 
minister and several others, who had all 
arrived before us- I asked the woman for 
what intent she had sent for me ; she an- 
swei*cd|^ that she .had been powerfully 
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wrought upon under preaching, and that 
she was a sinner, >and an undone ereaiure^ 
vJtlioat Christ* I endeavoiiretl to apply 
the promises, and told her that slie had 
BO where to fly for safety, c^nly to Christ ; 
and I asked tlie minister if it were not so ? 
he replied it was : I then went on to wvg^e 
obodienee^ and the means of grace ; and 
again asked him, if it were not so : he re- 
pliedy Yes; but there is no livinjij htre 
without sin, I did not like to iii^ht, but 
being ehallenged, I could not avoid it. I 
tlien asked him if he was a minister of 
Christ? he replied, he was. What, said 
ly a minister, and live in sin. Yes, said he. 
I then quoted 1 John iii. <S, 9. ^nd many 
other passages, and asked him what he did 
with his sins ; he replied, tliat he set them 
ail down to Christ's acjcount. I then quo- 
ted a variety of other texts ; but he replied, 
1 cannot English them, and there lore can- 
not dispute with you. Tlien, said I, let us 
pray. I first besought (iod to <leliver the 
woman, and then the family and minister. 
I bade them drewell, and weul to my 
ftiend Santf s', wlio desired me to make liis 
Iiouse my home while I sta/ed in that quar- 
ter. 1 spent the evening in eonvci ^irijj 
on the things of God, and what I had see!* 
af Ins power . — (hey were in that's all the 
vhii^— the fat In r, mother, anil diui,e;hl<'r. 
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Next morning he said^ We must hai^v 
preaching here ; — I said. Very well, give it 
oiit : he did so, aud I preached to a large 
congregation ; and the power 6{ the Lord 
was present, and some of the great onea 
of the earth, who were there, wept sore; 
add I spoke to them freely, one by one, as 
if they were in class. The two daugh- 
ters, and themselves found peace, and their 
son-in-law was powerfully wrought Qpoii« 
I spent many an hour with these dear peo- 
ple of Gcpd. One ereniag, as I was read- 
ing a chapter in the bible, the power of 
tbe Lord came down on as, so that we all 
cried out, and I said. Let us pray. We 
kneeled down and prayed, and it was a.pre- 
cjous time. In (lie morning C. S. said, he 
never was so happy in all his life. 

Next day I, went on to my appointment, 
where we Imd a large congregation. I 
preached witli 4ife and power, and God 
attended the word with the energy of his 
Spirit. A quaker girl was powerfully 
wrought upon, so *that every joint in her 
shook ; — and she ^ould have fallen to the 
floor, but four or five took and carried her 
cut of tbe door : when she had recovered 
a Utile, she went to a neighboui*'s house, 
and told liim that she had seen the dreads 
fulest'old man that she ever saw in all her 
life, and that he almost scared her to 
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dearti ;— for his eyes looked like two balis 
of tire, and that she expected every minule 
he would jump at her. But, said the neigh- 
bour, I know the old mao, and he would 
not hurt nor touch yau.* I went on, and 
the power of the LoimI continued amongst 
«s in such a manner that many fell to the 
floor, and others cried aloucf for mercy. — 
One young woman rose and began to exhort 
the people ;— I stopped preaching, which I 
always judged was best in similar iustan-- 
ees, and let God send by whom he will 
send. She went on for some time with 
great life and power, and (hen cried out, 
" Let us pray;" we all kneeled down, and 
she prayed with life and liberty until she 
was s[)ent, and «o forbore. A preacher be- 
ing present, I called on him and he went to 
prayer ; — and while he was praying three 
were set at liberty ; — and |^fter him, myself 
and others pi*ayed, and several received 
justifying faith. The shout continued for 
the space of three or four hours: — after 
met'ting broke up, I thought it was not ne- 
cessary to meet the class, as we had had 
such a powerful time, and it had lasted so 
long alreaily. The young woman who had 
given the exliortatioii and prayed, took live 
others wiih her and retired to the barn to 
pri^y for the mourners who went with them^ 
where they continued until Ute in the eve^i- 
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I'ng, and three souls were set at liberty j—^ 
and another as she was retarniof^ home in 
sore distress fell oa her faee in the woods^ 
where she continued in prayer until GcmI 
set her soul at liberty to rejoice in his love. 
An old presbyterian woman requested me 
to call at her house on thf ensuing day, as 
she wanted to discourse with me on religion : 
I did call, and she received me very kindly, 
and then related her conviction and oon- 
version^ and added » that some years after 
God had sealed her his to the day of eter- 
nity ; and, said she. Neither our preacher* 
or people will believe me, when I tell them 
how happy I am. I then endeavoured to 
explain to her the nature of sanetifieationp 
and what it was, and asked her if wa 
should pi-ay together ;— she replied, With 
all my heart* After prayer I departed in 
peace, having nq> doubt but that God had 
sanctified her soul and body. She was the 
first presbj'terian that I ever had met with 
. that would acknowledge sane tifi cation, in 
its proper sense. 

I went to my next appointment, where I 
had put brother G. J), who professed sane- 
tification. class- leader, and the Lord at- 
tended his woi*d8 with power. This had 
brought the man of the house where the 
elass met, into doubts, whether the >M;ork. 
was of God or the devil ; for the people 
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kaillVequeiitly fkllen, both under his pray^ 
er and exhortation. Soon as I came to the 
hoiise» he related how great his exercises 
had been respeeting the work. « One day,'* 
said he, *' I thought I would go down to 
«♦ my stack-yafdy which stood some dis- 
^ tanee from the house, and there pray to' 
« God to discover the reality of it to me ;• 
<< and on my way thitlier, as 1 sat on a 
f* fence, I thought I saw a man sitting ort 
<< the next pannel ; Igot off and went down 
i^ to tbe stacks, and the man went with mc, 
^ side by side, and when I kneeled down to 
'* pray, the man stood right before me. I 
«• prayed until my shirt was wet on my 
»< back, entreating God that he wouhl give 
«< me seme token, whe.reby 1 might know 
'< whether the work was of him or not. — 
^< The man who stood before me sy.id, 
*« Blessed are those that are pure in heart* 
*« I then arose to see whether he was a man 
<< or not, aiid went to put my hand upon 
«< him, and he said, 2'ouch me not* I then 
« turned myseif round another way, and be 
^< stood right Jl>ef6re me again, and said 
<« several other words which I do not re- 
^ late, and then vanished or ascended as in 
*< a flame of fire.** Now, said I, do you 
doubt about the matter, whether the work 
is of God or not ? No, said he, I have now 
ttfi doubts about it, for God has sent bis an- 
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gel i'o eoniirtn liie. I then went a:nfl|ft'eaeh'- 
€(1 ; — the Lord was present : — ^wehad a glo^- 
rious. time, and several fell to the flooi^ t 
we had a precious time also in elass, and 
two joined soeiety. 

Next day I went to ray aj^ointment, and 
found a large congregation. I preached^ 
find the power of the Lord attended the 
woi-d I' — one young man sprang from thft 
seat, and cried aloiid for mercy, then fctt 
on his knees and prayed fervently : — J stop- 
ped preaching, and when he was done I 
wfent to prayer with him; and after me, 
several others— many wept, some .cried 
aloud for mercy, and others fell to the floor- 
When 1 dismissed the jjeople, to meet class, 
I invited the young roan in. Here we had 
a precious season among the dear people 
of God, and some mouniers were set at 
li!)t?rty. The youjng man soon after went 
to his brother- in-law^s to make hay, and 
there arose a thunder-storm, and he, lieing 
under great distress, in the agony of his 
soul, kneded down and went to prayer;-— 
his brother-in-law came to him, and heat 
him with his pitchfork, and swoi'c that lie 
would kill him, if he did not promise that 
he would not go to methodist meeting any , 
niore . — accordingly he promised hifii that 
he would not go ; and immediately he went 
into deep despair. His parents soon found 
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tliat Ms despair aiBected him ia his ander- 
stiiiidiog9 and they watched him Jest he 
sfaocdd make way with himseIC His mind 
yms wretched aod filled with horfoi*^ am) 
his cry was that he had committed the un^ 
pardonable sin-— that he had sinned against 
the Holy GiiQst! in promising not to go to 
the nietfiodist meeting any niore. In tliis 
melancholy desparation, before four weeks 
were expired he stole away privately ami 
hanged himself. This was the end of that 
poor unfortunate young lijan : — how careful 
ought parents, and those who have theeare 
of youth under them to be, when they at- 
tenipt to restrain thorn in matters of reli- 
gion, lest they bring down their own hairs 
with sorrow to the grave, or are left to re- 
lent their own imprudent conduct when it 
may Jbc eternally too late. And how must 
they feel, or answer it at the bar of God, 
who have made themselves instruments in 
the hands of the devilj to restrain vouth 
from the worship of God, while they have 
allo\ycd them to live in all manner of vice, 
without restraint; but alas! how many 
such are to be found, who are enemies to 
God and all good. 

Our quarterly meeting was held at bro- 
ther G.'s ; many attended it, and brolher 
Garrettson, being our presiding elder, open- 
ed the meeting, and administered the sa- 

p 
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<^i*aiHetit : * we had a prccioufilinie. In lave*-' 
feast many spoke feelingly of the dealines 
of God t J their souisy and seemed lost in the 
ocean of love ; and . many wept. After 
love-feast brother J, preached^and several 
exhortations were given, and we hacLapre- 
leious qiiarterly-meetingp. 

Next day, when I retired into a private 
room, and poured out my soul in prayer^ 
tlie power of God came upon me in a won-^ 
derfnl manner, and I went out and told sis- 
ter J. (her husband being absent) thai vr& 
would have a prayer-meeting ; the fomilf 
came together* and sunong them a, presby- 
ierlan gii*!, and the power ofthe Lord eamo 
upon them so that the girl and faraiiy all 
cried o\it. I then went to my next ap* 
appointment, and preaehtfd. Here were 
two baptist men that had Keen convinced of 
the truth of what I preached, and followed' 
me from place to place. One of them, as 
I was to preach in a baptist settlement, in- 
vited their minister to come and hear me ; 
accordingly two of them came; I preach- 
ed from these woi^s — By grace ye are sax- 
edf through faillu and tliat moI of i/o?ir- 
selveSf it is' the gift of God. I endeavoured 
to show that tlie graces of the Spirit w^jee 
the gift of God. Neither of the preaehci's 
said any thing; but one of the men arose 
and said. Dp not lot us ever say anymore. 



as we haT« done in o^r chureb^ that wcr 
amnoi do aiiy^ thing;- but; that vfewillrmt 
do any thing. Here I met with an oldb 
H^hitfieklite, wh» was exceedingly happy; 
keloid bis experienee, and saidot wais the 
ease in .Whit^eld^s lime^ about forty-fivo 
years dgo% moeh as it is now^ in Uie cUv^ine 
p^wep attending the word preached. The 
ministeps pereeiidng they were in danger of 
loosipg these mernlKjrsy one of them went 
home with one of the men^ he being a rich 
BMn ihey were loth to give him up, and 
tHmed mth him all day, an4al night the 
other eame and tarried until morning; but 
all to no purposCy be determined to go and 
bear me again^and inv-ited the minister to 
g4i with him. Tbey both set ont, but th^ 
minister seeing he was not likely to pre- 
-raitv turned mothei* way, and he came to 
teeeting. wiiere^ we had^a precious, melting 
season iii waitiog before God* After 
preaching^ I- desired all those who had a 
desire to Join society, tO'^^ay in class with 
us ; accordin^y the baptist man ^nd some 
others staid isr I metsocicfty. and we had 
a precious time* He and three others 
jeiosd society: one of them I advised 
to betake herself to her father*s barn, as- 
a place of prayer and retirement, and there 
frequently to supplicate the throne of grace, 
aad I did not doubt,^ but beiVre that day 
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four weeks she would receive the pardon* 
Ing^loveofGod : but »hQ negleeted itfroia 
da]rt(» day, until ope night she dreamed 
that she saw the eiemonts all on fir^ji and 
that it broke out on Fish-kiil mounlaia? — ^. 
and thsit she saw the Lord appeariog 
with all his mighty ho^t to Judge the 
world ;.— that the tire had i*eaehed , ojae of 
their fields, and drew near the house, and 
that she was unprepared to nue^t God. Uer 
screeches and screams alarmed all thep^o*. 
in the house ; — >she sprang, out of bed, anil 
they did the same : it was seme time before 
Uiey «ould convince her but* what the day 
of judgment had in reality commeiieed.r-- 
'rhis increased her distress,, and soon after 
she found peace to her »ouL . 
>- At my next sqipointment, I bad a bap*^ 
tist preaeher to bear me ; many wept--«I told 
1dm to wait ;-^4ind any well disposed persoii 
might do the same. , When I sp^ke to tj»e 
leatflery I found him to be a ealvinist, and 
asked, who made him a leader ^ They sajd, 
brodier Talbert* I told them* that it 
would not answer tohav^ a ci^Jviuist to laiid 
our people^ Then said he» I will go oat of 
Society. J said» very well ;r—and I crossed 
out his name, and put in another, that whs 
settled in ourdoetrine-—} pressed sanctiiica* 
tion on them, and the Spirit of God came 
upon one woman, so jthat she trcmWc*! eye- 
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17 joint in her body, and soon lost f^he use 
of speech,^ and continued, so for some time«. 

I desired the people to look to themseWes^ 
tor they now saw, with (heip.bodiiy eyes, 
hovf God was, at. work : they stood amazed , 
WBLfsan while the power of the Lord struck a 
baptist woman to the floor^ and when she 
eame to, she eaihorted the people to belieyd, 
for, said she, I am as happy as I can live* 
\1PVhen the methodist woman came to, she 
^9id« Ck)d had sanetified her. soul. Ye had 
a blessed time, and I was happy in my souL 

Next day, I met brother Garrettson at 
biHitherB's onFlsh-kiU mountain, and held 
a love feast : brother Garrettson opened it ^ 
aaid after handing about the bread and wa-» 
ter^ the people spoke feelingly of God's 
dealing with their souls, and we had a melt- 
iVig time with them* After love«-feast bro- 
ther Garrettson preached and I exliortx)d< 
When I came to this circuit, there were 
but few that knew the Lortl, and when I 
left it, I thinks there were about one hun- 
dred that had found peace in Ilim, of whom 
Moses anid the pn^hets wrote. We iiad 
nine in this place, when I came on the cir- 
cuit, and we now had forty added. I took 
one hundred into society on the circuit.- 
We had many precious times here. One 
day wc had two baptist preachers present, 
ai^ I preached up holiness, and the Loi*d 
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i^tleiHled the \9orA with mighty power^ and 
^ve had a glofioutr time. One of the preach* 
rrs toUl 'me, t hat I had given them, ami all 
the people to th^ devil, by preaching up 
holiness* and freedom from sin : for, «aid 
he, I sin every day* 1 then reasoned the 
matter with him, and said, It you are a 
^)rcacher of Godj kt usutiite* and presieb 
^o^vn sin, where ever we Unci it, for St Joha 
says, He that committeth sinisofihc devil^ 
nnd wliat will you matce of tiiat ? By.t^s 
time, a Inrge number was gatiicred aboilt 
lis. I told him that the will was one of tiie 
greatest facuhiesofthehiiman souL Now, 
said I, let me see you put your h^d to yout 
head without the approbation of your will ; 
or any one Of you, either sit down or rise 
lip withouttheai)probationt>f your will; a 
baptist yoiing man said it eould not he done, 
but hh wife said it eouU ; he desired her 
to do sometliing witliout tlie consent of her 
wili; but she confessed she eouUI not^ 
The t>aptist preacher said,' he had learned 
Koinetliing that he never knew liefore. We 
parted in goo<l friendship, but the old 
preacher stayej!, and spent the evening very 
friendly ;— 1 tin^st he was a well-wisher to 
the cause of God. 

Next morning I went with brother Oar* 

I'cttf^onjto New-Rochelle ijwarterJy meet- 

•^c;, where I piraehcd frcm, Whom he i'ul 
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prejlUstinatef them healeocalled^ &e. Sev^ 
eral exliortadon^ wei'e given^ and wc had 
a peHeeabla wailing upoa the Lord. . Next 
momingt brother Garrettson opened the 
love-feasi, and many spoke feelingly of the 
dealings of Ood to their souls ;»—>afterJove- 
* fcust onie preached, and several gave ex> 
hortationsy and i¥« had a peaceable vrait ' 
^ jmg^'un the Lord. That evening, there came 
\ias many as twelve to rae, and said, that 
tliry wanted clean hearts ;-»-Well, said I, if 
this is your desire, I Imve no doubt but yoii 
will receive the blessing before you Icavte 
the house* I began to tell them what the 
Lord was doing, and what I had seen of his 
"wotk through the land, and exhorted them 
to let every breath be prayer, as if it were 
the last ; and then gave out a, hymn and 
went to pi'ayer, and four men fell to the 
Hoor, and struggled,, about as long as they 
would have done if their heads had been 
cut oft* ;-^tlii8 frightened the wofiien, who 
theu^lit they never would come to ; but I 
told thoiu there was no danger, and exhor- 
ted them to be engaged with God for the 
blessing, and that I had no doubt but tliat 
he would sanctify them before they arose 
from the floor. They lay near one hour, 
ami tiven one of them turned himself and 
hi^iin to praise God, who had sanctiiled his 
b^)ul wtiil ljo<?y j-^and tlien another, and so 
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m, tHl tfaey all four professed saiietifiea- 
|ion| they then shouted and praised God fop 
^vhathe had done forlheni^ lexhotteci 
the rematfling eight to be much eitfitaged^ 
and the Ii0i»d would sanetifj them also ^*-^ 
they ivepi muehy but did not reeeive Iho 
blessing* There was a girly about twelve 
or thirteen years old^ who was struck down 
when the men were ; — but no notice had 
been taken of her; afterwards I ealledforar 
light to see whej?e she was^ and when v^e 
found her, «he was laying in the corner of 
the house like a dead person. I told thcnt 
to let her alone/and the Lord would justify 
her soul. She lay about three hours,, and 
when sbeeome to^ she «aid,the. Lord had 
pardoned her sins, and shehad suoh a peace 
in her sonl^ that she never felt before. We 
then all joined in singing and prayer, and 
then parted, it being about twelve o'clock* 
at night. In the morning, one of the wo- 
men that had i^at by the evening before, 
and seen her husband sanctified, was de«' 
termin^d to have the blessing or die. She 
afiei*wards told me, that slie eat no break-- 
fast, but retired to heir chamber, and 
wrestled with GimI until hear nigiit, when 
the power of theLon! came upon her, and 
struck her down ; — but how long she lay 
she could not tell ; —but she knew that the 
I^rd had sanctifitd her soul. 
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I went on to my next appointment, where 
i preaehed to a large congregation ; — for 
the alarm had spread fsir and- wide. When 
I came to mj application^ the po>Ver of the 
X«onl came down, and about a dozen felt 
to the floor, and there was weeping and 
shouting, and praising God all through the 
iiouse. Some were justified, some sanetir 
iied, and otiiers seemed lost in the oceau 
of redeeming* love. One of oiir brethren 
that day received the witness or testimony 
of the Spirit, who was sanetified some days 
before, hut had been afraid to own it, for 
want of a elearer manifestation. 

Next morning, I .went to my appoint- 
ment, where I was to have a watch-night 
that evening : — ^abundance of people were 
gathered.,. I preaehed, and three or four 
gave a word of exhortation : — several cried 
put. liVhen the meeting broke up, a young 
woman, the daughter of one Kinsey, a qua- 
Jker, came to me, and requested me to 
p M a ;h at her father's ; — for she had dream- 
ed the night before that if I would preach 
there, the Lord would sanctify her souL 
i told her to have an appointment inade for 
the next day. "AccoiiUngly, I went and 
preached, and we had a precious time. 
After dismissing the people, 1 called the 
luembers of class together, and while ex- 
horting of them to sanctilicRtion, the hand 
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ff the Lord came upon the youngs womantji 
and likewise oji her mother; — ^but not s<i. 
powerfully as op the daughter. However, 
the yoiing woman continued streaming and 
screeching, and crying for purity of hcarti^ 
iintil the old' friend, her father, grew im- 
patient, and came into the room where we 
were, and said, <* The Lord is not in thp 
earthquake, nor in the whiriwind, hut ivt 
the still small voice/' I replied^ Do you 
)inow what the earthquake mcians ? It is 
ihe mighty powerful thunders of God*»: 
voice from Mount Sinai : it is the divine 
law to drive us to Christ: and the whirl* 
wind is the mighty power of conviction, 
like the rnshing of a mighty wind, tearing 
away every false hope, and^stripping us ef 
^very plea ; but. Give me Christ*or else I 
die* With that he left us. When his daugh . 
tercameto, she professed sanctiiicatioB ;-^. 
then she enjoyed the Lord in- the still small 
Toicc. The mother seemed to believe, and 
not believe : one midute saying she did^ an^ 
in another, unbelief coming in and telling 
her it was not possible the Lord should do 
so much for her, she again doubted. 

Next morning I went on (o another ap- 
pointment, at brother Lvon^s. I took my 
text and preached, and the power of tlie 
X«oi'd was felt amongst us by many ^ broth- 
ev Lyon*^ daughter, and another young wo- 
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tiiaii were Wh struck down to the floor; 
"VHiile I stood looking on, orie of them ap- 
peared to have a degree of glory in hcE 
eoiintenarice ; and lest my eyes should de- 
ceive ine, I asked a man by nie if ever hci 
saw any mortal face isbine like hers: he 
said he never did. Many that had run 
away from the meeting, sworo Chat they 
\voum do terrible things to me ; however^ 
I escaped for that time, thanks be to God. 

Next day I went to my appointment, and 
had a pretty large congregation ; for they 
never had seen aiiy thing like this, and pro- 
bably curiosity brought many; I preached 
irith life and power ; and one of oar local 
preachers caught of the Spirit, and went 
on, Jehu like, and did me much service* 
l^'hci'e were three or four justified, and one 
sanctified ; and the saints were built up ia 
the most holy faith. One woman fell on the 
hearth in great extremity of soul. I met 
the class, and the dear people Spoke very 
feelingly, and no harm was done to us by 
' the wicked. 

I then went to my next ^appointment^ 
where I was threatened hard by the chil- 
dren of the devil, what they would do, if 
thei*e were siich a work as at the firsts 
meeting; but this far exceeded the former, 
one woman fell to the floor and cried out. 
•• T si^ fh** Lord Jesus in his beautv! fre* 
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peallnj^ it, I believe, twenty times) but not 
\ivith these bodily eyes, but with the eye of 
faithf Ad old man also IHI in one corner 
of the house, and made a great uproar. A 
Bol<lier, who stood at the door, wept bitter- 
ly. Here 1 expected harm would be done^ 
bu£ there was none to my knowledge. Af- 
ter public meeting, I inet the class, and all 
was well. 

I went to my appointment next, day, 
where I found many assembled. I preachr 
ed, and God attended the word with jiower. 
Here a lawyer was convinced of the K»ality 
of religion, abd we had a good meeting,-— 
In the evening n)any came to se^ me, and 
to talk about I'eligien : I told them what I 
bad s( 6ri in various parts of the Lord's 
vineyard. 

^Next morning I rode to another appoint- 
ment ; (Ik? congregation consisted chiefly of 
(lead, irreligious church people* J saw but 
YiiiW fruit of the Spirit among them ; though 
I was enabled to preach the plan of salva- . 
tion, and lo give them gospel warning. 
. J Mcnt to my next appointment, on tliQ 
borders of Connecticut, and preached to a 
cunning, hard-hearted people, hnd stitl- 
necked predestinariaris. I met the class, 
which was very small in this place. 

IV ext day J had a crowded house, and four 
or five pijc^chers were present : I preached, 
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aarf several of them exhbrtied; the woman 
«f tiie hoiis« said^ she expected we were 
going to stonnhell. Some cried out under 
sore distrt»8s. * 

Next day I met brother G. Tn the inid- 
ffle of my disc<>urse the Lord prvaeheil 
from heaven ; some cried aloud, and s(Mne 
fdl to the iloor. Two professed that Ucd 
had pardoned ail theii'sins. Here I fell in 
with a man^the greatest Seripturian that 
1 had ever seen. He tohl me that lie had 
oflU'rcd to en^ge, for a certain consideru- 
tioo, to get the" Scripture by heart in one 
Tear: and if he failed, he would forfeit 
dottWe the consideration, ' Brother G. went 
on, tiH he get to general C6urtlandt*s ; and 
I Tiffwi to the widow Smith's, and preached — 
met class, and had a eomfortalde time. Here 
i met with Calharinc Tan '\^i(k, an Is- 
raelite, in whotn,' I believe, there- was no 
pile; she professed holiness, and I believe 
she enjoyijd it. 

Next morning Is(^ out for my circuit-*^ 
went to my ap|iointment, and fotind xi e(in- 
siderable number gathered. Here were a 
good many baptists, but God worked, arcl 
many «rieil out, 1 met the class, i»jid had 
a melting time among'the little few that 
vailed on the Lord. Several baptists made 
intercession for me to preach i!j their 
ntighbourhood, about one mile »nd a half 



:distanf. I had a meeting appointed, anil 
preaelied theFe, and I ti'ust the word cUd 
not fall to the ground*; but that good seed 
in^as sown in that place. 

I went next day to anoUier appointment^^ 
preacbed» met the class, and had a good 
time. The people gave great attention* I 
then went to Salisbun> and preaehed to a 
large congregation ; iliero some dear old 
white-headed men, whose silvered locks 
were, in full bloom for the grave, eried as 
if they bad been whippedL Indeed, the 
word is a rod of ci)rFectiom One }i)^ung 
man wa^ so powerfully wrought upon^ that 
he came to me to know the reason ; &r^ 
said he, I have heard that text preaehed 
from many times, but it never had such aft 
effret on me before. 1 told him the eter- 
nal God was af work with* him,, and doi.v 
was the time to' make an application to the 
Lord, that he might bless him. Here the 
woman of the house was the mast i^neom- 
moo, cunning* Hsiigious person, that I had 
met Witlj. We had a good time in class. 

At mj' next appointment, I preached to 
a small eongregation in a baptist settlement. 
Here a predestinarian preacher attended, 
and seemed very friendly ; but after, meet- 
ing the class, I enquired into his eharaeter, 
and they informed me that he lived about 
^alT a mile £rom that pla^e^ that h^ had 
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two wivffl, ^ne an old woman and the other 
^ yo«ng one; the old one lived about a 
mile and a half from- him, and the young 
one with him. Well, said I, do you eall 
him a good preaeher? They said, Yes, 
they thought he was' ; I told them tlmt ho 
^as a preacher for the devil, and an heir 
of dan-ination; and I warned the metho- 
dists against hearing him, at the p^rii of 
Aieir souls. 

I. went next day to my appointment — 
^pifeaehed in the evening to about five lum*- 
dred people, and among them wei»e two 
ministers 5 several were cut to the heart, 
and thirteen or fourteen came to join soci- 
ety ; we took them in, and spake as kindly 
to them as we could, they being only young 
n the wav. 

• At my next appointment, I preached to 
a erftwded house. Here was a baptist 
pTcaeher, who invited me to dine with 
Mm : I met the (lilass, and had a precious 
tiitie; then I went home with the minister, 
vho used me kindly* 

Next morning I went early to my follow- 
ing appointment, having a good waj, to 
ride; when I camethei-e, I found that Mr* 
Steel, a presbyterian preacher, had ap- 
pointed a meeting at the nexthousej a little 
vay off, at the ffame hour : I told the man 
of th© house, it was not wox*th ray while to 



k.. 






184 

j>pet(»n<l to preach, the people being, clii^^ffy' 
presbyterians, and but thpec or four meth- 
odists ; accopilinj;!}^ we went to hear hiiw : 
liis text was, Ask and. ye sbjjill receive^ seek 
and ye shall fitid^ knock anA , it shall be 
opened unto you. In the first place, h& in^ 
vitcd ami eommandec] Hiemall to believe'^ : 
under the second head he told them who it 
was that mi|;ht ask, and ^aid it was be-^ 
lievers, God*s chosen peopJe.: umler the 
thinl head he spoiie comfortable woi^ds to 
God'? people, and so concluded. After he' 
had done I stepp«>d up to hi oi and said^ 
* How clo you do, Mr. Steel ? Said he, <• I 
do not know you." I. told him I was a 
preacher. <* I hope," said he, " yon 
preach the truth," I told hiln I should 
begin in about fifteen minutes. I suppose 
I had about iire times as manv to hear me 
as I should 'have have jiau, if it had not 
been for his preaching ; for the.whole con- 
gregation, and hiipself >\iih them, came to 
hear me. I took for mv text the words «f 
Pilate to our Saviour, Ffliat is truth f This 
text Mr. Steel had given me, by saying, ** I 
hope you preach the truth." if ever I 
preached with the Spirit, 1 did at that time. 
The peopl**' cried out, and Mr. Steel seem- 
e<l exceedingly uneasy, and would walk to 
the tire a:nd then back again ; then anoth- 
er woukl «ry out, ^d he w#uld 'scratch or 
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I rub Iiis heady like a man confused and per- 
plexed. I dismissed the people^ met the 

I elas^9 and had a peaeeable waiting before 
the Liord. > 

I next went to eaqnire King's* on Mmmt 
Washington^ ami piieaebed to a fine eongre- 
gallon, considering theplaeey and we had a 
preeif ms tiraie. In class a young man pniy « 
ed very powerfully, and in such a manner^ 
that I eoncladed in my mind he would he a 
preachar^ and so it proved, for he shortly 

t. after set out in the work. 

The next day I went from the. mount to 
another appiointment, 'where I found the 

^ man a frieml to methodis rn, but the woman 
an enemy. The people cante out, and I 
preached to them : they appeared to be a 
hard-heart ed^ stiJST'- necked set. 

My next apiM)intment was at brother 
Wager's, where 1 preached to a large con- 
gregation. We had a powerful time ; some 
cried aload for mercy, and others shouted 
praises to God for Redeeming love. I met 
the class, which was l^ge. Uerc I found 
a precious, loving people, and had a pow^l*<^ 
ful melting time among them. 

I \yent next day to Captain Salhury's, 
where I had a pretty little congregation, 
who gave good attention to the jvoihI spo* 
keii, Borne wept5 some sighed^ and othersi 
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groaned., I met the .ela&», and foattd soili^ 
{)reeipiis souls, hapny in (lieii* God. 

I went neit tp aoetor HamiiCon's^ and 
preached to an attentive congnpg'Mion. X 
met the clus&« aiid had a melting lime. 

My^next appointment being. in Albany, 
and the river being so full of ice, I was ia- 
formed t|iUt I could not cross, so I went 
home with a fiiend. In tfhe morning there 
was made a great roaring fins just before 
we went to prayer ; and a young man that 
stood on the hearth, after we had sung and 
kneeled down, began to totter^ and at last 
fill into the' blazing fire^ our friend* see- 
ing him fall, sprang and pulled him instantr 
ly out again* After prayer I asked him if 
lie was subject to fits ; he said, No : I ask- 
ed him if his soul was converted to God; 
be said, he did not know that it was. 1 then 
told him that I knew it was not, and be- 
sought him to call upon God to have mercy 
on hiifu adding, that he might be exceed- 
ingly thankful he was out of helL It was 
owing, providentialL^, to that man's pulling 
lum out of the fire, or he. would have been 
b<\vond the reach of mercy. His body 
wcuiid have burned to death, and what 
would have bi'^come of his soul ? 

Next 4ay I went to my appointment, 
where I had a tolerable cong[regation: but 
^ mi3:ed multitude of pi*esbyterians, bap-. 
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lists, and metlioilisi s, I preuchecl, and had 
a peaceable waiting upon God ; but I can- 
not say that much goo3 was Sone. I also 
Bict the little cla«s. 

Xext day my appointment was at ja tav- 
eFn. I saw the people frequently .running 
in and out of the bar room, and I soon dis- 
covei*ed that this wasr no place to win squlsi* 
I told them that I would preach there no 
more. One of our -friends gave leave for' 
preuchifig at his house* I met the little 
tlass up stairs. 

I set out for my next appointment ; I 
liad been previously iaforixied tliat 1 was 
going to a nest of hornets. When J arriv- 
ed at the place; I found a large congrega- 
tion gathered, and 1 preached from the clay 
and the p(fUer. I diseovei-ed while I was 
speaking that several sat as on nettles and 
ilioms ; however, 1 went on and finished 
my^iscoorse, a»id immediately was attack- 
ed by Skome of them. They asked me if the 
. Hieejling was over, I told them yes. Then 
a!M)u(haIf a dozen began to dispute; for in 
ffiy exptaining the text, I tore old Calvin 
up, from the very bottom. We continm^d 
our dispute from the lime that mcetiug 
broke u{) u'ltil about eleven o'clock at 
nlj;ht. I told them to speak only one at a 
time, and they would last thelori«cr. One 
ef tliem asked me wlmi I would do, \Vitk 
this text, IVhom he did foreknoiv, &c. 
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told hini to spread it far and widc^^ that on 
that day four weeks, I Would pbeaeh from 
them very words. At the time* appointed 
hundreds eaine together, and I preached 
from the words. They were excei'dingly 
attentive, and listened with all the pi>\ver» 
they had. After I had conchided and dis- 
missed them, they said, if I had beat .them 
in argument I had not in judgment, la a 
'Short time afterward >aliout thirty joiaed 
society, and lalkied of building a ftieetin^ 
house. ' 

I went down to captain S-— — *s, and told 
him that if he could get a place in a certain* 
town, about two miles distant, that I 
'would preach there.. He asked me if I 
woidd preach in the prcsbyterian meeting- 
house if he could get it, 1 told him, Yes.— r 
He got hU hoi*se and rode to the minister, 
and asked him if hei were willing to let a' 
pious old man preach inliis meeting-house, 
as hf> was just going to leave the parts. 
He said he was if the ciders were: he then 
went to tliem, and obtained their consent. 
Accordingly I preached, and the people 
gave great attention. After preaching I 
told them that if they were willing, I 
would preach there again on the Monday- 
following on predestination, as it was a 
spare day with me. . Accordingly I preatsli- 
ed at ihe time appiiiinted^ from Whom Iw . 
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diiforeknow he also did predeslinafef &e» 
T/ic preaelier.eame with his pen, inky and 
papeh and sat behind lue in the pulpit and 
i)e^n to write.; but in a few minutes got 
]ost and confusedi* and laid aside his pen 
and. ink. I went on, and Unished my dis- 
course: the people giive great altentioHy 
and I. saw some weeping ii" th<* galleries.. 
After 1 had done the preaeher^rose up and 
said, <* This fellow h^s had my pulpit two 
dajs;'* then said to me, ••I want to know 
if you hold to th? fall of man ?'' • I answer- 
ed, 1 appeal to this people* if ever it were 
preached fuller from this pulpit, than I 
have this day preached it. He then asked 
Die, if I held with the main heads of the 
Westmihster Confession of Faith ? 1 told 
him, No. He then got cijt his artieles, 
and began to read th(?m j but the greater 

£art of ilie people' followed me out of the 
ouse. 

The Saturday and Supday follow ing we 
held our quarterly meeting at brother Wa- 
ger's. On Sa t u rday one of t he preach ers 
pn^ached, and there were several exhorta- 
tions: we had a melting, precious lime 
among the people of God. Sunday we had 
a good many friends at love-fi*ast, eonsid- 
^Ping it was a new circuit ; and after hartd- 
ingthe bread and water about, there wercr 
two or three prayed, and brother Garrett* 
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SOn\set flio friends to speaking their expe- 
riences, and many spoke fbeiingly : I 
arose and claimed the promises that God 
%vou1d sanctify hi« people, and besought 
erery person to be engaged for the blessings 
and to take no denial^ but have it to-day ; 
and the power of the Lord eame down, first 
oil brother S-^— 's daughti»r, then on his 
wif(^, ^hen oh a black- ^oman belonging to 
the h(>U9e:— -there were three sanctified in 
la short time, and we had a most bl^ssed^ 
precious, powerful time> in waiting on the 
liord. 

We now set out for eonfereiiee, which 
was to be held in the city of New -York, 
"We had scTcral love- feasts as we passed 
along ; and when we cam? to the city, we' 
met, :!ind joined with our brethren there. 
Our conference went on from day to day in 
brotherly love and unity; there was preach- . 
ing by one or another, every night. 1 was 
sitting one day in the kitchen, where I put 
iipir smoking my pipe, being tired of con- 
finement in conference so long, and the 
Spirit of the Lord ca-me upon me in a mi- 
raculous powerful manner, so that 1 was 
fully convinced that something great would 
be done at the conference. Next day, Iwsb- 
op Asbury opened the love-feast; — then 
brother Whatcoat spoke ; — and when he 
%d done I arose and told them my eximri- 



eir«e ; the people gave great attentioB : . and 
wLen I eaihe to the ac<^ount of my sanetifi* 
eadoRf do>vQdi'opped one ofxhe preachers^ 
and did not rise until the Lord sanetified 
Iiis soul. J then claimed the promises, and 
in a moment the bouse was filled ^itU cries^ 
and sereeehes^ and wonderful shouts ! Sev- 
eral went aRionn;; the peopie« to those whom 
tbey found in diatrc^s^ to admenisht ex«> 
hort, and pray, with them. Afterwards, 
six told me that Goii had sane tilled them ; 
andl think«,sevjen, that God had jusUfit^d 
tii<^in. Three had to he cufried home th^t 
evening, who were not able to go of them* 
selves. 

After conference, 1 went to ray 9,pppint- 
inent iu Newhurgli eii-euit ; — I called at a 
presby teriaa elders, aild preached in his 
house, and held a love-feast at a tavern* 
where we had aTery powerful time : — four 
or five were sanctified, and three or four 
justified. 

Next, I went to Field Bcirress's, a place 
vhere these laeyer had been preaching 5 — 
here God laid to his helping hand, seveiul 
cried aloud for mercy, while the sinners 
ontside rove^l round the house like wolves ; 
after they were a little paciiied 1 dismissed 
the people. 

Next day, I went on to ray appointment, 
^yhere I found a clever littla eoiigr^^galion, 
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and one of the most happy old men that I 
had ever seen. I preached to the people, 
and had as haf«)py a meeting as I ever had, 
for if tlift Lord had not withheld his hand 
1 could not have preached. After preach- 
ing I met the'olasSf and one half of them 
lay on the floor; — ^the sinners around look- 
ed like death, and I exhoi^d them to tly to 
Christ ; telliug them that they need not 
say, Who shall ascend into heaven t9 bring: 
hiui down ? or who shall descend into the 
deep to bring him up? foi* if they would 
.not believe this, thev wouUrnot believe ii 
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he were to appear in a flaming fiery bush, 
as he did Jo Moses. Every time I preach* 
ed in this place, we had a shout in the 
oamp. One day an old baptist man said. 
You have strip|)ed*me of every prlnciirte I 
had, and what do you advise me to do? 
Daddy, said I, it is never tooiate to turn 
from bad to good. He said. If you wTould 
always stay on the circuit, 1 would join 
with you : That, said h is a trick of the 
deyil, you will always ha>x5 as good preach- 
ers as I ; — Well, said he, set ray name 
down ; — and he desired to have a day of 
fasting and prayer; and they appointed the 
Friday following. When I came pouhd 
again, they told me that it was the greatest 
day tliey had ever s(?en, that the slain lay 
ibr koiirs on the floor* 
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I wet OB to my next appointment, and 
preached; the power of the Lord was pre- 
sent to heal ; — -some professed sanetiliea-^ 
tion^ and some justification, and many oth- 
ers ^ept. 1 met elass, and several joined 
8f ciety, and amon.i; the rest an ohl prisby- 
terian, that had iH^en a steady attendant, 
and nobody thought he ever would join us. 
I examined him eiosely as to his experieneef 
and finding that he held our principles I 
advised the class to have him for their 
leader, as they had no suitable person 
among them for that station j — so he wa3 
ppt in leader. "^ 

Next day, being excessively eold, I had to 
ride twelve miles to my appointment, where 
I found a clever IKtle congregation, and a 
baptist preacher with them. 1 warmed tny- 
self, and then pyeachii*d from these, words. 
Blessed are the jmrein hearty for lliey shall 
see God. V^Wilc I was spealdng, the minis- 
ter appeared to be quite in an agony, he 
was so angry ; notwithstanding, God bless- 
ed many of the people. When I concluded, 
the hiiaister arose and asked me if the 
meeting w as ended. 1 said. Yes. He then 
said, As a servant of Jesus "Christ, I cannot 
but coritradic't what has been spoken, (t 
is true, the words of your text are Christ's, 
but tlicro is no sueli thing in this life, as 
puritv of heiirt, for we cannot live in this 
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life without committing sin-^aiHl yoB s[lok^ 
as though a man miuie bimseU* pure ill 
heart. 1 said) I ap^>e4i! to this people^ ill 
i\'hat way and manner I preaeheil. Firat, 
I shewed that no man hy nature was pui-^ 
in heart ; — ^I then shewed, that a man wa^ 
-justiiied by an aet of free grace* and after-, 
wards that he was made pure in heart by 
the Holy Ghost given unto lam. Now, h 
you are a minisf^r of Jt^sus Christ, preaeli 
down sin to hell from whence it e^me^ atifl 
ptyaeh up holiness of heart. I then wertt 
int<» the other ro0rn, and called the class, 
and we had a precious (ime amon^ thedeiar 
^people. 1 found that they did helieve that 
it was their privilege to^'be made pure ill 
heart* 

I went next day to my appointment, anfl 
preaching not beinej until candle-light, and^-, 
and a quaker meeting being in sight, i 
thought I would go to qiu:ker meeting. 
There were two girls and two men spoke ;— 
one of the young men, X thought, spoke 
feelingly 5 bntas for the others, i here was i 
no religion in what they said, that I could 
perceive. At last an old man got up, and 
leaning on the top of his cane, said, " We 
are too apt to be running after the J/o-heres 
and Lo4li€reSf^^ and so went on with such 
like strange talk. When then- meeting 
broke up, J took an oppprtnuily to s{ieak 
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yii^ th« young man, and asked him. wliy 
he hroke^off so 900115 fdr I knew there was \ 
more where that came from. Said h^, I 
vill cocne aiul see thee in the eyeninp^;-— I \ 
thanked hiin^ and tokl him I should be \ 
glad t^d have some discourse with him-^^so 
>^ent to my own appointment, and in the 
evening preached, and had a peaceable 
waiting upon God, *I« ray discourse I tolu 
tte people that the scriptuivs were tlic 
standard, and if our experience did not 
eoffle up to that, it was not genuine : there- 
fore we must try ourselves by the touch- 
stone ^f truth. One young quaker, after 
tlie people were chiefly gone out, said, Did 
I understand thee? Why? said L Did 1 not 
hear thee (said he) say that the scriptures 
were the woi-d ^f God ? Why, said I, nobo*'- 
4)^denies that. Yes, said he, 1 do^ and de^* 
fy thee to prove it. \ then began with John, 
In t/i? heginning was the word^ and the 
ipord was with God^ andihe word was Godf 
(?e. &c. Now, said I, my dear, is not this 
the word of God. He could not deny it; 
hut, said he. We, as a people, deny the 
bible being the word of Qod. Next morn- 
ing an eki preaclier came to see me, and I 
S^d to him, one of your young men surpri- 
sed me last night | How so ? said he ; Why^ 
said L, he said, you as a people, deny tlie 
bibU to he th« word of God — ^;ind St, Panl 
says* all scripture is ghm by inspiration of 
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Oodf &c* The old iiiaa looked confused — 
"Why, says be, we believe the scriptures ta 
be the declarative? Avord of God, 

I went to my next appointment, and 
preaeb(^ to the ()eopIe : — we had a prc- 
eiouf.*'fnelting season. I met the class, 
and we had a comfortable time among the 
dear people of God. 

I went to my appointment at Mr. !• 
Ellison*s, near New- Windsor. This man 
has built us a preaching-house at his own 
expence, and a pretty little one it is. Ho 
took me into a back room, and said, '*• If 
<* you go on as people say you do, you will 
** drive all the people away; for. whieh I 
*< should be sorry ; for 1 have a great re- 
*< gard tor your society, and have built yon 
« a preaching house." I told him, we 
must Ic-ave the event to God ; but he seepfi^ 
cd very uneasy. I still t61d hini that we 
would leave the matter with God. There 
were in class, at that time, not above tea 
persons, and before I left the circuit, there 
were above forty. Here soniething* hap- 
pened one evening very uncommon ; as 
brother Brush was preaching, the candles 
on a sudden became dim, and they gradual- 
ly grew dimmer, until they. went entirelj 
©ut. This was interpreted many ways, as 
though it were an omen of some strange 
event. However, it might readily be ac-. 
Gounted for/ from natural causes : the worn 
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being SO exceedingly elose^ v^ith the doovs 
sod windows sliut, that a sulfieieiit quanti- 
ty o€ air eoaid not come in. The. perspi- 
ration and breath of the peoplet together 
with the burning of the candles, pr^diii^ing 
so great a dampness or coiitaminahon of 
the air as to destroy or deaden the fiam- 
siability ; and consequently, the candles 
might be thus extinguished. 

1 had told the people, Ihat I would 
preaek on predestination ;— a great nuin* 
^er gathered, and I preached accordingly ; 
many were stripped of calvinism, and two 
joiaed society ; — one of the in became a 
great advocate for our cause. Here we 
held our quarterly meeting, and we had a 
large congregation. In the love-feast, af- 
ter handings the br^ad and water about, the 
{IPople spoke the clearest of justificHtion 
and sanctification, in poin# of distinction 
between them^ of any I had heawl in those 
parts. About* thirty had professed sacicti- 
tication, from the time I went on the cir- 
cuit till then. 

Here brother Anthony Turck found the 
blessing. At this meeting about six or sev- 
en were sanctified, and as many justified.* 

■ I iBii » » ■ ' lii-i'^-ii^^jm^ III . I ti f . ■ » ■■... . II — 

* The transcriber hcos been informed, fl'om good au- 
tliority, since the death of Mr. Abbott, that sixteen 
souls were that day sanctified, instead of six or seven; 
«nd a much larger number justified. 
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TlicMiour of preaching eoniing en, tlio r^ 
preaching room could Uy no means contain .) 
the f»cople^ w<* therefore had to petire to a t 
large barn. Brother Brush preached, arrd r. 
after him an exhortation was given. After > 
meeting I went to an appointment at New- i 
burg town, and pi*caehed to a pretty large ;' 
congregation, chiefly prcshyterians I met V 
class, and found them very lively and hap- 
py in the way of salvation. . V 

Next morning, I went on to my appoint- 
ment at S. Fowler's; — ^he is a pivciims 
man, and his wife is a daughter of Abra- 
ham. I preached from Rev. v, 1 — 5. and 
the Lord attended tlic word with great 
power ; many cried out, and fell to the ; 
iloor; and several, when they came to» * i 
professed that God hati sanctified their ; 
souls. One woman lost the use of her 1 
limbs for tlireedays; her husband wept' j 
much, thinking he had lost las wile ; how- 
ever, at the end of tliree days she came tb^ 
and was as happy as she could live in the '/ 
body. At this place we hanlly ever failed 
having a powerful time of the out-j)ojjring 
of the Spirit of God. The following day I 
preached at my next appointment : some 
cried aloud, and some fell to th^ floor, and 
ctfiers fled for fear. We had a most poV-^ 
crful time, and two joined society. Nex:t' 
morning an old Irish woman canfe to .m^^ 
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ieing convioeed of her backslidings, to 
imow what she should do to be &;ived ; foi% 
said sbef I kne^y ihe Loi-d to be precious (» 
iny soul about iifteen years, but in coming 
fi*om Ireland, I sinned and lost it; and 
from that time I have never liad one ray of 
di^iac Jove, although twenty live years since. 
I said. You 'are out ofheFl! Ca!l upon the 
Lord to have nierey on you ! After exhort- 
hig her, she went away ; the next news that 
X Ii6;\i*d of her, slie was in black ttcspair, 
and so eontinui'd. I wettt to sec her, and 
prayed with fupr, but aH to no purpose : she 
departed this life in about three nioiiths 
after. 

' I pleached in the evening, ami we had a 

• precious, melting time ; tlic woman of (he 

house said, she never had seen sueh a tlmo 

. bdfbre : I spoke from these words. Buy tli^- 

trutiu and sell it not. 

I went next morning to another appoint- 
ment with the man of the house and his 
■wife; they had been moravians — I pfeaehed 
to the people, and God attended tbe word 
wirh^)wer ; some cried, some sliOutcd, and 
#«^.ftt;)ri^i^s fell upon ilv^ flaor. Upon the whole, 
w6 had a wonderful shout in the camp : 
some opposers got very anc;ry, and riui 
away. 1 met class, and vv c had a heavenly 
time; lure the old moravian man and wo- 
man b')'.!'. g^>t very miieh ti'icd. She told 
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tlie people that she hoped the Lonl wotlld 
^ive me to see my eppov before I died : but^- 
blessed be* the Lopd, he gave them to ne^ 
theip eppop befope I came pound again* 

I went to my next appointment, and ha4 
a small congregation, in a baptist fettle* 
ment, whepe some fpuit appeaped* I met 
the elass^which was- fimall? but they were' 
a ppeeious people. 

Next day I went to anothepappointment^ 
and ppjyielied; some cried for raepcy. I 
met class, and had a happy time. ' 

Next day I ppcached, and the Lord gave 
me gpeat libepty; many cpied aloud. la 
tlie class I found a ppeeious people. 

Next di^y my appointment was at broth- 
en Dayton's, whepe. the meeting-house wa» 
built by the baptists and melhodists ; eaeli 
wepe to take their turns: but the baptist 
ppcachep got vepy angpy, and said he would 
not preach thope* any mope if the tuetho- 
dists did. I ppeaehed-— the neople seemed 
vepy attentive, and mueh tendered. I met- 
the class, which was lapge, and we had a- 
ppeeious time. A small dispute apose here ; 
a young woman had niappied out of soci^^ty^ 
and I told hep to come fopwapd and answer 
the charge ; and she said, that she thought 
we would not tupn hep out of society for 
mappying a membep of anothep church— I 
told her no, if he were a regular approved 
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jnember of another chuipclj. She said he 
was a member of the quaker society, and 
80 the matter ended. I then went tli rough 
the elass^ ^^^^y spoke feelingly ; and soniC 
that had lately reeeived* large niani testa' 
tioBs of the grace of God^seemed altogeih- 
erlost in the ocean jpf love. 

I went to my next appointnient, and be- 
fore the people gatlieianl I was telling some 
. present what had ;hapi)cr<ed in my travels, 
«fid that 1 had once taken a man ^by the 
hamU and said, Gad out of Ghr'^l is a con- 
mmingjire, wliich fastened upon him ao, 
that after he went hom^ and was in bed, in 
the night, he arose, from his bed, expecting 
every moment to be damped, as he wa^ out 
of Christ ; however, he never gave over 
struggling and praying till God Wessi»d his 
soul. While !• was telling this, a young 
woman came in, and it fastened on her 
heart so, that she went home immediately 
in sore distress of soul. I preached to the 
people, and afierdismisi^ing them met the 
elai^s; we had a very precious niching 
time, and many of (hem spoke very feel- 
ingly of the dealings of God to tiieir souIh* 
After dismissing the ^lass, the man of the( 
house ^aid to me, Let us go and see the 
girl that went away before preaching : we 
went, and found the house lull of people — 
I preached to them, and many hearts wcro 
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tendered, for the Spirit of God attended tlije, 
word. After meeting I was invited to stay* 
all night, which I' consented to, I laid ia 
the same room where the old people were, 
and in the dead hour of the night I heard 
the old woman crj OHt, Hanpah ! Hannah i ' 
I listened,and soon heard the voice of pray- 
er in another room, t said, Mammj;, let 
her alone, she will do well enough 5— ^for- 
she was praying to God for raercy* How- 
ever, the old woman continued to eall, and 
cry out, until the girls came running into, 
the room, saying, Mammy, pray for us ! 
Daddy, pray for us ! or we shall be damned^ 
this night! They arose ft'oni their bed^^ 
and began to pray. I suppose the oJd mw^ 
had never prayed before since God m;^do^ 
him. The old woman said. We must have^ 
the preacher up : but by that time I wa* 
half dressed. I went to prayer, and be- 
lieve the girls would have found peaqe that 
nipfht, but I had no one to help me :— ^ 
prayed until I wag^ exhausted. However, 
the old man, his wife, three daughters, an4 
two sons, were all brought in shortly after. 
Paul may plant, and Apoilos water, but 
God giveth tlie incretise. All glory be to 
him alone. 

Next day, I, went to my appoint meut at 

brother O 's, and preaehccl to a large 

congregation in tlie barn : Goj attended 
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the Vi'OfvA with power. One old presbyteri- 
iLb grew very an.^'y, and said I ought to hd 
iueked out of the place : aii old woiiiaa 
stepped up to him, and saidy <^ I am a bap- 
^' list and you a presby terian, and if I ever 
. << heard the truth pi^eached, 1 have heard 
« it this day.*' I went to the house, but 
the old man seemed mad euough to injure 
«ie. Here we had made great improve- 
ment among the Germans : brother G 

1) had got among tljcm ; — we had a 

very comfortable waiting in elass before 
<jod, and some joined society. 

It was now time to repair to our quar- 
terly meeting, wlueh was held at brother 
Dayton's. Brother Brush preached ou 
Saturday ; afterward some* exhortations 
Vere given. On Sunday, in love-feast, after 
handing about the bread and water the 
people spoke feelingly, considering their in^ 
convenient situation in a private house, 
with three or four rooms on a floor, and a 
great number in the place. 

Here I will relate an oceiirrence, wliieli, 
1 think, is yvorth noticing. Brother Wool- 
sey's son, Thomas, and two of his cousins 
'with him, went to the barn, and there 
wrestled with God in fervent prayer some 
lime : — afterward came to the house, and 
the power of tlie Lord came upon them all 
ihvete in such ti manner, that they fell to 
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the floor, sliowling and praisiDg God, and 
they continued till almost dav ; — Godsane- 
tjiied anollie^f nian while lie lay in his bed^ 
as ho told me afterwanl : also, Elijah and 
Chloe, son and daughter of hi'otlier Wool- 
tiey, reeiivcd llie hh^ssing of sanetilication 5 
tluTo AvcriB now iive in two families that 
professed to enjoy that blessing. They set 
up prayer Tnoeting, the people attended^ 
and the Lord blessed them ia it -.—ten, 
twelve, or fjftecn have been justified in 
one meeting, and several were sanctified. 

AVhilel rode on that circuit, I took be- 
tween eighty and ninety into society, and 
saw thirty souls sanctified ; but I believe 
more thiin double that number wen^ sanc- 
tified. on the, circuit while I rode there. 
When I left it. the work was going on Vi iih 
as great rapidity as ever. 

It n:;jy not b<» amiss here to relate a nar- 
rative that I liju! from a pious woman, 
concerning li<r brother. He was a young 
man, that had openly and ptiMicly espoused 
dei«1ical prinaijiles, asserting that there 
Mus no place of future punishment, or in 
oiher wonis no lull : — liIs conduct corres- 
ponding with hi-t principles, and being pos- 
sessed of a verv handsome estiUe, he soon 
"wasted hU eou'ititution by intemperance ; — 
iinding it decaying vci^y fast, he was advis- 
ed to try the* sea, ia order to repair it 
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again. Accordingly he took u passage 
with an old pious presbyierian captain, that 
kept tip' [trayer on board, and iviih ivhom 
he often disputed the pointy asserting^ that 
he did firmly beliere that there vas ho 
hell, or p1{(ee of future punishment. How- 
ever, they had not been long at sea before 
the Loi'd sent doiirti a mighty tempest, as 
he did on Jonah ; — all human probability of 
surviving wa^ taken away ; — the captain 
perceiying their imminent danger, b^an to 
pxhort them to prepare to meet God, when^ 
to bis great surprise, the first man that 
bawled out, was Mr. JV*o-HeIicK The cap- 
tain, being a steady, firm man, turned to 
him, and said. What is the matter with 
you? I hope you are not afraid to die? I 
ifaougUt you told me that you verily believ- 
ed that there was no hell-^Oh! said he^ all 
bathed in tear«, wringing his hands, it will 
do well enough to talk about on iand\ but it 
will not do for a storm at sea ! HoAveverj 
it pleased God to spare them« and to bring 
thetn ail safe home again ; and he, finding 
his health ti little recovered, began to be 
ashamed of his testimony al sea, and soon 
tell into his former excesses again, which 
brought on his old complaints : he was re- 
duced to a' sick bed, and all liopes being 
gone as to his recovery, helJegSn to seek 
God in earnest 5 and the I^ordj in his infi- 
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nitc mercy, spoke peace to.hit soul. He 
eoniiBued happy in his love, exhorting them 
that eame in his way, against all such dia- 
boiieal {^rineiples :-«^Ue departed this life ia 
a transport of joy, and, 1 trust, rests where 
the wieked cease from troubling, and the 
ivenry shall foi*ever he at rest. . Oh 1 Uiat* 
every deist and ^nhelieVer were convinced 
that his principles will not do for adyin^ 
bed, or a ju4gment cfay ! The most hei*oie 
iftfifWs tremble at the approacl) of death ! 

I set out for eonfei'^nee, and eame down to 
general Court Ij^ndt^s, where I preached, and 
tiie power of the Lord attended the word, 
masiy wept, and we had a precious time. 

I went on, and overtook brother G. and 
we rode in company to New-York. In oui* 
conversation together, he asked me if I de- 
sired we might have such a meeting as We 
had there the last conference, I told him 
I did, and that we might have a much-^ 
j^reater. Why, said he, there were but a 
few individuals who liked it. Oh ! how 
this struck me, that he, who was once so 
active in it, should now appear to be so 
much the revevsiV However, 1 tohl him 
that it was of God, ami that I did desire (o 
see a much greater work. But I soon dis- 
covcriMl that there woald he nothing great 
done, tiiere ^^^s* such a division of senti* 
raciits among the pieaeliers about the v/fjrL'. 
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We had some I oVer feasts asr \re parsed 
along : — ^brother G, opened theiii, and iusLuy 
^peke their exi>€piences* I observed, that 
on this journey I was not called upon, 
either to preach, pray, or exhort. Ilqwev* 
er, this was no great ci*oss to me, as I was 
much broken down, just coming off my eir- 
cuit. We went .inta the city of Ney- York, 
And tlie next day conference was opened :^ — 
v/e went oa very lovingly in the affairs of 
(he church from day to day, un(ii it came 
to the appointment of our love-feast .—Thea 
it was brought on the carpet by brother H» 
Cloud, concerning thb love- feast at our last 
conference. He said that I hollowed and 
bawled, and cried Fire! Fire J and seared 
the people. The^n brother G. got Up and 
«econded him, and opposed the work with 
Ibll the powers he had — b!*other Ji Lee said 
ho was happy fn the love-feast. The bishop 
«aid,iie did not want to hear them ^^hol^ 
low, and fthout, and bawl ;" but )ie wanted 
to hear them speak their experiences. I 
said, 'Phen i>erhaps I bafl better not go to 
love-feast. I was not th^lcastangiy; but 
I was grieved in soul for the cause. Oup 
appointment was up at the new niee^^ng-^ 
house, and abandance of people gatbeiviL 
The bishop opened the lovcfikast, and when 
the bread and water had gone round, and. 
the people were at liberty to speak, not one 
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«poke for some time. Then brother Gar- 
rett«on got up and exhorted the people, and 
then brother Cload exhorted them likewise^ 
but all to no purpose :--^^mung the several 
hundreds present, there were but a few 
that spoke. Foi* my part 1 kept silent un- 
der mueh depression of mind, not feeling* 
mueh feith or libeKy of spirit. After 
some exhortations the meeting broke np* ^ 
Many of (he friends^ aftcrwaK*d, told me 
they felt death in their souls« and came to ' 
me to know what" was the matter. I told 
them simply, that brother Cloud hail^said 
(hat there was no good done at the last eon^ 
ferenee love-feast ; but there were, to 41m 
best of my reeollection, six who told me 
that they were sanctified, ahd seven that 
they were justified at that love-feast.-^ 
Brother ]Morrel said that this last love-feast 
was the most dead and lifeless love-feasi 
that ever had been in York before. I under- 
stood that the preachers, in diseOursing to« 
gether, acknowledged that they had been 
wrong in what they bad done and said on 
the subject. Oh4 how careful ought the 
preachers to l>e, how they censure or speak 
against a work, merely^ becatise there are 
some things attending of it, -which are not 
exactly agree^e to their views or wishes. 
Great harm may be done by- unguanleil ex- 
vessions, oi* oppositions. We shoidd learn 
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.to bear And forliear^ and to make erery nei- 
cessary allowance. ^ 

I reeehed my appointment on Long- 
Islandy and aecordingly took my station* 
tK'he next day 1 preiiclied to a small eon- 
^egalion with life and power ; the Lord 
attended the word . with sueeess ; —some 
young ladies were eat to the heart, and one 
gentleman cried oat for merey ; and before 
meeting ended he found peace and joined 
society^ 

Next day I went to New-Town, Here 
we had a preaehing-house, and a few peo- 
ple, but very dead. 1 preached to them» 
and saw but little fruit ; — I. met the soeie* 
ty, and e^hort^d them to g^t more religionf 
and urged them to seek »anctification.-^ 
This, 1 believe, is the oldest metliodit^t so- 
ciety on the island. 

I then went to my appointment at Jamai- 
ca, a very wicked little town, and pi^^ached 
in the evening in the Free-Mason's lodge^ 
room^ a very convenient place. I spoke 
with freedom : but some of the children of 
the wicked one being vext*d, blew a eonck- 
sheM round tlie house while I was speaking. 
I tnet the little class, which was only three 
in number :-— I fijjund that their eyes were in 
part o|iened, but they knew not God. 

I went to my appointment, at a clever 
prcsbyterian^s ;— 4iis wife aUo was a clever 
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Woman — \m t tliey knew not G (id. I preach- 
ed, and the Lord touched Uie heart of thejr 
daughter ;— she cried foi^ mercy, and con- 
tinued until God set her soul at liberty. I 
met class, and sevei'al spoke feelingly of 
the dcaling:s of God to their souls; 

Next day I met class, not far from Bock- 
ivay meetirfg house, and had a middlinf^ 
time, considering the society had been on 
the decline for tw*> years. . . 

Next day I preaclied to a large conafro- 
gation, and there seemed to hft some little 
move among the people ; however I hope to 
see better times. 1 then' went to an ap- 
pointment at brother Raynoi^s,. at Ilamp- 
stead-South/wtvere I preached with some 
degree of freedom } but cannot gay with as 
much life and power asusuah A/ter 
preaching I met class, and had a tolerable 
waiting before Ooil ; — some spoke feelingly 
of the tilings of God, and others were very 
tender. 

I went next day to a little town, called 
Jerusalem (but not the city of the great 
king.) and preacheil to a small eongi*ega- 
tlon of hard*hearted sinners, and backs!!* 
ders. After preaching. I met class, which 
consist e<l of about half a^do:9en ; here ii 
secmod to be dead work. I retired in to a 
bnol: room and poured out my soul beforu 

od for them. Then I went off of tlifi 
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<&riish-plain»9 and preaehed to about a doi^ 
^o ; this was liard work* I dismissed 11x6 
people and iH^t the class-^here I fouad a 
dear old C¥ermaa arid his wlfe^ 

Next moriiing^ 1 went to my appointment 
at 2* Nail's and preached to a small eon- 
gi'e^ation :-^here I eiidtavoured to give old 
Calvinism astroke, I tarried all night with 
brother Nail. There being no class here> 
I desired brother N* to give out preaching 
in two diSei^ent places^ against 1 came 
roand again. 

I went on to my appointment at Patchog. 
Ami hail a clever congregation. Here was 
a meeting-house built for the usie of every 
society. I took my text* JSas^aminc i/our- 
sehoi^^ lohether ye be in the faith f prove 
your own selve^f &e^ % Cor. xiii..^. I en- 
deavovred to show the necessity of so doings 
beeaqse manj false teachers had gone out 
into the world, teaching damnable iieresies^ 
denying the Lord that bought them* A 
baptist preacher being p]*osent, he appeared 
to get very angi^y, sind rose up and contra- 
dic^ted me. I told liim to sit doM^n, and I 
would talk to liiih by-and-by; he did so — 
but it was not long before he rose and con*- 
tradietcd me again. I desired him to sit 
down till I was done* for it was beneath a 
gentlemuo to aet so : he then sat down and 
IV as quiet, i vff'ini on and finished my diir 



0JS 

^ourse^ and dismissed the people*^? Ibek 
tukl hi in thai I was i*eady to hear him ; he^ 
jnight now rise and clear ixp what he had 
said. He spoke : and after he had done, JE 
endeavoured to elenr up what I had said, 
and adiled, Tell all your neighbours, and: 
those around you» that this day four weeks 
I intend to preach a sermon on .predestina* 
tion, I then went home with Mri S— — , 
at Blue-Point ; he was>an adi&ocatc for re- 
ligion, but a stiff aniitiomian. 

Next morning I went on to Mr* Leeke^s, 
a Presbyterian^ at Middle-Island, and 
preached to an attentive little tongregalion^ 
who had very little religion among them. 
I asked Mr. Ijeeke what sort of people I 
had to preach to next day; he tdld me 
they were all cahinists^ and in a baptist 
meeting-house. Said If How long have 
our preachers preached there ? Abolit 
three or four years, said he. WJiat, said 
I, and no converts ? No, s^id he. This 
will never do, I slmll not pi*each long tliere^ 
Buld I. without some fruits. 

I went next day to my ap))ointment, at 
the baptist iueeting- house ; here. I found a 
olevtir congregution, to whom I preachedw 
After meeting a number came round me, 
and said that I hud given them all to the 
devil. Given you all to the devil i Why, 
what sort of people are you, said 1, that* I 
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should give you all to the devil ? I ^ve t6 
Christians to the deyil. I told ihem* that 
that day, four weeks, I would preach ft 
Sermon on fHredestitiation. 

I went to my a{>pointment9 at brothetr 
Brush's, at Wene-Comack ; there we bad 
a preaching-hoiise, and I pt'eaehed to a 
lar^e eongre^tion, with much liberty. 
After preaching I met the class, and found 
some souls happy in God; IMiis is the oldf 
est society we have on Long-Isiaud, except*- > 
ing the one. at New-Town. 

Next day I went to my appointment, 
where I found a. small congregation, and 
had a precious time^ both in preaching and 
in class. 

Next day I went to brother B ^'s; 

some wept under the word. Aller preach- 
ing I met the little classy and endeavoured 
to press them to seek after sanctilieation ; 
hut it seemed to them as an idle tale. 
: I went to ih(iy next appointment, where 
the power of God struck a baptist preach- 
er's daughter, and she cried tor mercy, 
and another young woman did the same* 
The preacher's daughter went home, say- 
ing, that ] preached hell and dumnation*, 
and that thei*e was no nVercy for her. I 
told the people it was not our doctrine at 
all, nor any thing like it : — we preach free 
grace, and free mercy to pc^nitent sinners'« 
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The other* after some prayers, found penee^ 
and in class joined society-— we Juid a pro^ 
eious time. 

Next day I went on to another appoint- 
ment, had a small congregation, ami about 
fourteen or fifteen members of society. 
After ^pn'aehing. I met class; they spoke 
very feelingly of the dealings of God with 
their souls. I then went to brother Cole's, 
and met class in the evening : there we had 
a powerful tiiriCf many siMike very feeling>- 
ly? and we had a pjreat meeting. 

I went next day to the papcf**milU at 
Ifampstead liarbour, and preached with 
^rcat freedom ; — God attended the word 
witii power, and many wept. I met class, 
and had a very precious time. . 

Next day 1 Vent to sister Serrin^s, (an 
old widow woman, at Serring-town) and 
preached in the meeting house to a very at- 
tentive congregation, and met class 5— they 
spoke of the dealings of God to their souls, 
and I was happy in my own soul. Here 
Mr. G.*s daughter asked me to preach at 
her father's. I thanked her, and told her 
to have it given out in four week. 1 went 
on to my appointment at Jamaica,, and 
preached with iifb and power; two women 
icll to t])e floor; — the wicked sounde^l their 
horn round the house; howevePj this did 
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11 ©t hinder our meeting— two were brought 
ijtito eovcnartt vritU God. 

I wept to Mr* C— 's, and preached to a 
viekcd set, at candle- light ; — ^herelendea- 
Youred to frustrate old Calvin* I then went 
home with the class-leader ; found him to 
he a calyinisty and that he was much dis* 
quieted and^ffended. Fjoin thence i went 
aver to York, and told the Yorkers that he 
WHS no methodisty and that I would not 
prea(?h there any lyiorc while he was in so- 
eiety, I then returned, and went to the 
place where I began my circuit. Here, 
>yliile I rode this time round;^Ue circuity 
there were four or fiv^ added. 

Npxt day 1 went to New-Town, where 1 
found brother M*D. who had moved there 
fi'om the Jerseys. 1 put him in class- 
lt?ader over the black people. He held 
prayer-meetings from house to house, and 
a revival soon took place ; though not 
v/tthout some opposition from the dead or 
lukewarm methodists. • However, I'' told 
him to go on. Here, while I was preach- 
ing, jGod laid to his helping band, and we 
bad a shout iA the camp ; and the Lord 
laid his hand on aii old negro man,' who 
shook for about an hour, and then profes- 
sed to have received the blessing of a pure 
heart : — he had l>een in the way of religion 
3^!>out tbirfy yeiirs. 
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X went to Jainaies, and bvotlicp Waolsef 
inet mc (here. I had very strange feeiing*Sy 
and retired in secret— brother W. retirerf 
$il$Oy and uhen l^e came b^ek, I havey said 
lie, s( range feelings that 1 cannot aceounC 
lor, unless soinething great is to be done 
<iii» evening. A certain gentleman's daugb- ' 
ter^il^bout seventeen or eighteen, a cripple, 
^ho had been brought thei*ein f| Httle wag- 
gon, also said skehad sti*ange feelings, that 
ishe could not acccTunt for. I preached^ and 
the people kept laughing anff talking at a 
most wonderful wicked rate all the time — 
"Vl hen I wa» done, I desired brother T. 
"Woolseyto give an exhortation ;~but tbev 
talked and laughed louder than ever. 1. ' 
»at down» aiid besought God with all the 
faith f had for help ; — all at once 1 felt my 
hair rise with the j)ower of God-^-Immedi- 
a<cly I cried out for God to strike them 
dow n to the fioor ! with ihat tliey tumbled . 
over the benelies, and one over another, 
and ran and hurried out as fast as they 
could, and never stopped until they were 
out in the street. • Tire next meeling we 
had lliere. the rumour having so spread, . 
that we had all the grandees of the town ; • 
it Mas on a day that they had been running 
their horses, and two horses had been kil- 
led, by running one against the other, and 
""^'e riders had like to have shared the same 



ft a few ttcekti they pocovnwd— 

M« Uic iti:o]ik'. ant) lUr muli llirct^ 

^t brokt.^ ibe ^ftndotob — him ^luiw 

nn poiimln. ItuL It lmp]teiiiit ' 

ivat, Riitl an liort rtolxM))— '[^l 
||li<T Diidlfv Id fci't u widffti.TUict I 
lu I'nil lilt; wiblicd unpriRTt- 1 
lit. II iii.'.y lti> iilisf n'<>d. that \ 
'.in^ (In- prini'iptt? Ill 
RlUnK^ynnd lU-lilHViUcly dUtui-b] 
IfsorU-ty ill ils txifcisfs'irpaWiol 
^wu^^llii). 'I'ltc.y an* (he l)e-asl» | 
jpic, waniini-oriiwiMlioi^ p'^ilily,] 
Hi^ibn. ]>fay tliv Lunl {lii^, unU liavwi 
f on dicm ! 

f I was coiivcrsinK ^*''' '>™(hri*' 

• lllC sul'i*-*'!. llMi I 

mii-y, ai.'l 
I'KPl^Ti! — v.iiilf : 
HhrriQ*. bciiiK " ', .- . 
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standing the malice of ijviekec} men akifi <)e<» 
Tils, Me turmed a society of nine oersoaa^ 
)(v-ho all professed faiUi in Christ before Jl 
left the circuit, 

«. I vent on to. my app<Hntoieiit at Bock- 
y92Lj9 Vfhidi was the time of qur quarterLj 
Bie'eting. I preached on Saturday^ and 
gome others gave exhortations. Sunday 
SQoming we opened our love-feasti and a^ 
ter handing the bread and water ahoutr 
many spoke very feelingly of the dealings 
of God to .their souls. After love^feast JL 
preac'«;ed, and the Lord laid to his helping, 
hand; and sent the truth home to the hearts 
of the people, with the energy of his holy^ 
spirit— some tell to the floor— spipe rau 
for the door-^some fell over the bencfae&-r*-. 
some cried alotuft for merey--'-oihers wen^ 
rejoiekig in God tiieir Redeemer^ and a num-* 
her layabout the ifooir: under the operatioa 
of (:he miglity power of God* as d<?ad men 
arid wou>eiu There being a quaker preach- 
er present, when he saw many about to ruil, 
off he arose and exlwrted the people not to 
go, nor he seared, adding, It is the power 
of God. The Iiord is in tills- place! Bles- . 
scd be the Lojrd, he has some witnesses for 
Jesus among them, and wouhlio God therit 
were moi% such. I conlimied to speak 
until 1 was spent, and unable to speak any 
more; I tli^ii .stepped out of tlic stand/ and 



r P. took my place, ami ia a sUa 

f tliti pcu|>lK w«ru quid, and nul < 

lo br lietinl in all llic uoiigl-egation, 

•in;; to <Wtil lur nicrcy: llio rn('ini<-« <^ 

111 Urn iciiil. I hat Al>liutlli»i1 raiscti (lie 

> Iml P.liatlliwlhima^in. Al'iti-tliw 

lotlntlon Mi- conchiilcil tlic mcKliiig. 

Iu'i>nt to my appoint intinl. iiti4l 
icliwl to a lianl-bmrluil pouiilf ; but 1 

liberty in spt-iikitij^. n'ld hope Hom 
il W4h1 wnflSDMn. Al'lci- meeting an ACl 
I askcti iiieif T uuiild ^o to tli«>ir i»f<'d 
\f yirhieh consisted of Indians anil ATii^ 
I prtriVRMfd (lit-inftelves to I 
Ulftnaltste : I (old him I would ; uni) a 
^y Ijrollier N. itnd I went. T 
who had gWcn ui« the InTirafien. told mal 
')iat. ittey knew notliin;; ul' our hyiniiSf Had] 
V''<|iiPK(i>d ine to ti'il lJi«iii to sin;^ Uirlrnita< 
^^Vr-n v.i- aiTivcd at the pliiop tvu fiiUDil 
■ ' 'I ,i|ipred; aew»nijti|;ly I luldlheiiitV 
■ il- o^vn tiyitins ; ilir^v did »o 
I !> . linddom^l koPclL-<ldi>wiit«|tMy. 
i>i!ie eried uiii. »iid oilirra tell (4 J 
>V"licu I iii'uBc I Knvpun e\Iior-«i 
<i>i1 ni.iny fell ig tliv jlcior; soniafl 
111 I'ui' lUPl'i-Vt unit wtlii^ra cluppti] 
■nil rin" j»v. h'.iontin;;. Glory i» 
' ilinl tlu) noi^c itrF!;1U have bet-itl 
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tlic bodjv- Gad is nu respecter af peraons ^ 
but ai( tUcm wlu) fear Uiin and AvoFk ri|;li- 
teousaess, of every natien* are aece-iRcd ul" 
Iiim. This meeting ^continued for some 
hours ; sit lenj;tli tlie I^rd in a mcasuL'e 
isvitiidrc^v his Spint, and so. we parted.. 

I went, next day> to S» Abbott*s; a Rum^ 
beis botK of Afrir«in8 and inditms, tiiat I 
kiid seen the day before at their OAVHjueet-* 
ingi. attended. . I pi'eaebt^i^ and the LiOrd 
attended the word with, pawcr:. some of 
the whites cried outi and many of the. co- 
loured people did likewise. After preaeb-s 
ing I gave the n^ aa invitation to. stay i*^ 
class ; they did «o ; after speajiijuig to tho 
whites I spoke to them^ and many of them 
testified clearly of the gracionis dealings of 
God ^vilh their . souls. This was a new 
plaee^ wliere preaching had never been be- 
fore I came to the circuit ; now I had thir- 
teen joined in cl^ss^ and the most of them 
professed -laith. 

Here something strange turned up, which 
I will Rdate. A next dooi* neiglibour was de- 
ranged in her miderslancUug; which was oc- 
casioned, as it was thought,6y an Indian giirJ> 
who belonged to her,.lianging herself : — the 
woman thought. that it was her ill usage to 
the girl that made her hang Jierself ; this 
so aifccted her, that she Jiu^ither reason4^ 
and now„ her firicnds were obliged to watok. 
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' licr GontittuaHy, for fear she would put an 
9ni to her existence, in the same manner 
lliat the girl had done. I went to «ee her, 
and strove to encourage her to a comi)©- 
sare of mind, by applying the promises of 
the gospel ; but I fear to little purpose- 
Row earcful ought tho.se to tie, under whose 
eare other people's ehildren arc placed, to 
tisC' ihem tvell, and bruag them up in the 
ftar erf the Lord, lest they, rise np in judg- 
metiit against tliem, ia the great day of ae- 
eounts, 

Tlierie. ei|m^ to me an old Indian wonian^ 
"V'bo told $v^ that she had been under sor(^ 
distress of soul ; and, said she, << I went 
^into the woods and prayed on my knees 
*•' to God, that if he would have mercy on 
*^ a poor Indian, to give me d sign ; and af- 
**ter some time I fell on my face and 
" prayed on, and I saw something like a 
"8U^ settle down close by me; 1 prayed 
** on, and saw something like one sun more 
I "come; I prayetl on, and there came 
I " something like another sun, and then 
<* there were three great lights, like suns: 
" I still prayed on, poor Indian prayed on 
" for a sign, ami all the suns went away ; 
" aofl then I thought I saw so clear, that I 
f ** could see to tlic end of the world : and 
• •** lh«n there came sueh a light and j^lory, 
'* that I felt it all through my body and 
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•< ^ouK and it filled me with joyv and loyer 
<< and peace : now do you think that pooH 
*• Ii'.dlan is'CODViertefl?'* I said yes, and ex-t 
liorUd her to be obedient and faitht'ttU and 
tohl her that God would do greater things^ 
for her yet. She a{)peai*ed to have failh ia 
Christ. I tclt ver^ ^*^PPy while she i*elateft 
this to me. 

Next day I went to Patchog ;. and tbo* 
it was the lieight of harrest, as I had pro- 
mised to prcaeh oir predestinatiooy it bro't 
the people togi^ther, without regard to bu- 
siness, I {)reached aeeording to proaiise, 
and we had a melting time f and ^me cri- 
ed out. When 1 had done preaching I read 
the rules of soeietyf.aad made sudd obser* 
vatlons on our diseipline as I thought n^^ 
cessiiry; and ithen desirml as ipany as Ije-* 
lii ved the dootrine tliat I had delivered to 
follow me to the house: about fifty or six* 
ty did so, and Fourteen Joined society. Our • 
preachei*s had preached at that place most 
part of the time, for neair four y^ars, with- 
.out being able to form a society. ' 1 went 
home with ' my ohl antinomian friend, Mr. 
S' > ' ', who told me, that after allthelr ca- 
vils and disputes, on what they had heard 
on predestination, that it generally had been 
ncknowltrdged by them, that it was the 
truth. In that place, the people had meet- 
Ings amonsr th^ms&lvcs tor twcnty-tliree 



: and it was ,1ih1s«' J 1*J' some, that 1 

tw liiitidivft kikI IHV *"J«'s c«ii- 

f. iod : but lliU I leave lo Ike day 

iiirt wiili RtiUi Janes: ^lie liail, 
! ■ best niemoiT of any vomiui 
!■ hall imrt wild in all my IniviOn. 
itietl ttoiii-lT, ffBB a ^TLftl suHp- 
■ ' 11 strons lulviicatc t'ortlif truUi. 
■■ rny next apfxiiiitment. nlierel 
>i!ipttst jircLU-Uri's. and (meppirx- 
i'!i';iL»ln.T. I was lll!llfr^^rL•atoxcl■- 
J^; in A \in\itht iiiiTtini^-liouhe; 
i i'un<-ln(ltil 1 tYUuld prcai'li llio 
lasinCtitisl.and IravcrlicevciH 
1 wi-ntin; iind artri* stnf^ing anil 
:;-.ivi! uiil tliirse wflwU, The ^ift» 
; iif Hod are wilhovl rcptjitanec 
: iilici-iy in prt-acliiu(;. and uaw 
■ ul'tljcSpinL anion;- tiie (looplo; 
rved an unt^aalnfss anKHts lUe 
Al'tri'I liBil dose. I askcu the 
;ic.l(eps sfvi'rally* U' ilu'y would 
;.iy; tint llicj all rfiu9<id : Ttlicii 
;>rfsliyLeri:in. und \ie replied, 1 
■■'•<]-. so I san^ svnd [irnycd, and 
' I'll- pruidr, Ont! of Uie 
>ir. C. Miid, In fiOecn 
,:i, and n^k^^H irc lostay 
■ ■ ■ ^h■A^ IriMiMi,,,!. 
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thefiB. Mp. Lake informed me, (hat aftejf 
I wa» gone he preached predestination on 
the highest key ; and that as soon as ho 
bad done; the people arose^and univcfsally 
testified their abhorrence to the doctrine ^ 
and one man said, Mr. C. your pVeachiitg 
is an abomination : I kno^^it to be go i» 
my family ; for my children are now men 
and ^Yomen ^rowa, and if I repfove thcin 
for sin, !el it be what it \yill, tlicir reply is, 
It was so Of*tlained, and if we are t& be sav- 
ed, we shall be, do what we wiU ; and if \vc . 
are not to be saved, it is ih vairf to try: 
we oan do nothing. 

At my next appointmeat I found the 
peopk gathered, and among them a Mr. 

H- f a pi'esbyterian miaister>^I sang, 

prayed, and took my tt^xt, and felt great 
Mherty in speaking: the power of the Lord 
arrested one sinner, so that she cried out 
Ibr mercy. After I had done preaehirtg, 
and before I had time (o dismiss the people, 
Mr. H. arose, and said^ Is this meeling 
done ? I said, Yes ^ with that he said~You 
arq an old deceiver, you have preached 
false doctrine, and you arc a liar ; for you 
have preached that a mati may live witlieut 
sin ; l)ut I s^y, no man can : and he that 
say s lie is without sin, deeeives Jumsclf, 
and IS a liar. I let him go on; wliile I was 
lowing down sevei'aJ leaves of sprint u re. on 

■ * - 
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luilfj' icitU, in oi-ik'r In su[i|)ort wliiit I 

(^•ithaucvdi^nhuu Up tiail iluni: J aroacr 

t iustaAi hd spnuij- foe lliu iliior» 

ibastcd annjr; ilm man uf llii^ liniiso 

Itaftrir' liljii m-eif one liimdrcil juitls, 

■■ m bnck Mr. 11. lull iill lo nu 

> for Ufl slill went on, wiltiouL tiay- 

EUie least ri-{^ai-(i lo \m Ixiiif; cullcil : 

vvtr. »a soun as In- Wub gone, »» elilur 

Lnp the luatltT. lint auon I'ouud liiuiKeH* 

JHN» : bull in ordiir lo aiukt? Uie I>cmI uC 

EfcauDeas. one of bis I'mnda it'plifil. 

■8. i> not pn'[>'<in;il, iitpi*esrnl, iurar'gii- 

njU— Wliat ibon. aitiil J. «luf!> lit' cinno 

l,fot,'an»l wiiv d'lcs lie take Iho lU-Jd of 

owifliuiit aiiiis — ftmiin slioiild MJwitj-s 

med ttiul iiic.iiiH tu llglit ; anil tu bcfpu 

lUe nUliuiil bring preparod I'ui- tiiP »ii 

p. iliM:oviir9 I'ifat follj, Anotlicr Dinn 

hy, vtho WHS intnxicutct], oaid 

lib band ii|ioii liis bivutil) I huve 

'II ifip tltat I'anDot sin! 1 I lien re 

iieil n Slink ol' ltC|iioi' ! Lujuor 

: lin\c iiol (Ivank iidc druj) ol' rum 

I ul. said unoibfi' by- staiidcr. sucli 

<u- lap{teil a liogebexd ul' Mcv to- 

i! apiK^uivd tliat lie was t|iille 

' 1 idep, iiiBlrnd «!" l-uin. wldcli ' 

'I' L'tiiiiD alMuiiflHtion in tb** sistit 
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iimDA not sla^ though he could get clnuik; 
Can Si man J)o an inward saint and aii out* 
ward sinner? Can he servo Ijrod in his 
heart hy fakh^ while ho serves the devil 
outwardly in his life ? Once a elrild of God, 
always such, do what they will ? May the 
Lord pity all tJiose who are niider sueh dan- 
gerous delusions! They soon Mere out of 
the door, disputing, until they gave caeh 
other the lie ; and I was afraid there wouM 
be blood spilt among tliem : for one man 
«wore tliat he would lose every drop in his 
body for the doctrine that he had iiiat day 
heard-^hut it emled in words without bio wsi 
for which I was thankful*-^! then left theni> 
and went \nih Mr» W — , who told me he 
liad sat tw enty-five years, under Mr. H— - 
and never knew before whiit prineiplei he 
held f but, said he, 1 am now done witl£ 
him ; and soon alter hi5 joined society. I 
Vf^ni to his brother T. W — .'s, where I tar- 
riod al^ night* I went next morning to 
brother Hobbs's. Next day was our qtiar- 
tcrly-iheetiiagv and a great many picqile 
came out; — hei% I met brother Whateoat 
and brotlier MorrelU-^ne of them preach^ 
^, and the otlick* exhorted. Next day 
brot her Whateoat opened - the love- feast ; 
and after the hread and water were handed 
round, divers yoiuig ooAverls spoke very 
feelingly of* the goodness of Goi!, and his 




jtui^ n i(b tliflv soiils : wu hall a precious 
[I . Tlicn* waa a large L'on};i-4'gationt 

riJHi" br»-tlireii prciiclieil. iiinl llie 

' im fxliortation; wn liuil a ttci- 

I I (ni!»t, SI [irotiUible tini(> lu ma- 

^ri oul foF confui-enw. AVIiilp I 
'!il oli'fMiil I took hetwEcn ciglily 
iiK'ml)erHin(o societ}'. Mayiho 
'■■.\\ tlictc nai»i-» in liie Liiiittifa 
''■'■■. Jind BavB tlK'Bi in llie ihty of 

' 1 Xew-Vorkeoafertnce, where, I 
iiTiui-suf ihe vluiii'li wvrt seltled- 
ly luvi'. BJshoi> Ahhui'y iibst'i-vcd 
^ ''{' li»(l heatHt io matiy speak of 

. I'll ill ihis placv beiure : — inny tlie 

I I n><c theJi- itunilifi-I 1 (oM thu 
l! U Iiu4f Iki-n about nine years 

i-uund ihe balcui t>ircuU to »to 
■■■!> ill lli(* gospel, ami t:tul I desi- 

iicro:. — tie replied^ You limy g» 
I -re thiti winter. Acwoi-iifiifrly I 
. I^hilaOelpbia, on my way (o my 

lien 1 jii'rivcd in Lbo viiy- tlte 
1 mil lUut 1 iiiii^t. [ii-cacb in the 
: 'imlingly 1 iitteniU-d Uio cliui-eli 

u-i'cl.; ■whfvv ulWr »ii)t|;iti|^, 1 
.' ^ruj-nl, but dill net iilivinpt to 
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people in siieli anianner; tliat some fell to 
the floor undei' 'the oi^rAtion thereof; the 
«ry of 6iourners, and the joyfiij acelama-' 
tiohs of the 'christians wei*e feo great, that I 
eoald -not h&' heard* ; Many cried aloiid, 
and among tliem was brother Can»,'one bf 
our preachers, Svho was wbnderftilly over- 
come by the divine power: wliett he eaitie 
£oi.hc stepped into tht? desk aftd publicly*^' 
a>»knoWlefl,e;;ed that he hsidwver'been an ctt-^ 
emy to peopJc's ci«j^'ing aloM, or makitig 
such a,noise in public worsliip, but th'^t ha 
then^ eoiild not lielp^ It hinipeif ; ^ that h^ 
Cfould ^0 more refrain fi*otn crying aloud 
than he could from dyinffi if Crod w€i"e t/) 
send the "messenger* of d«*ath to iwrest'hK 
body. Brother MClasky * went throagJi 
the hou^jc among the »tnout*ner^, praying 
for, and admfonishing all that came in hliS 
wdy, and requested iiie to do the same ^ ac- 
cordiDgly i leftihe pulpit without attempt- 
ing to pi'cachj'and foHo\Ved his exampre.*— 
Our meeting epntinued un(ir near eleven 
o'clock. No doubt that meeting is well re- 
men)bered by nftany of our friends in Pljil- 
adelphia^ — O may its good efiects be seen 
in eternity. Jt was a gracious time to ma- 
ny souls; several professed juslificulion. 
and some sauctification. 



Kerl^lcfi the city. I (ook myeirciiitat ] 
r t'liii"li's, lUi'iut plnv*'ii iiiilcs atiovc i 
I, where I iircachi'il. ami tlic Uoi-d a(- 
ll l!iB wuiil ivilli jiuwpi-; — iniK Hinnep 
d evvi-y Joint in Itiiri. anil I (,'sii«<it- 
Wultl lUHL- r:illtii to Ihp Until-; but 
If nvf (tiD linuse with trrnililicig uul 
npti I Ru^t eliissi niiil had a pitv- 
niniuu^ my *leur tild tVirncls- 
nty nft^tfti>poin>meDt<iii Hains'e 
H'iMitw gnmc I'riiils orthi- S|i(- 
Ihi" wonl. 1 mi'l class — bad » 

I wciil to Pi-nn^-npek mccl- j 
, where I met wirh a Uirgis enii- i 
i^isting (>riiiy nil] tViinids anil ' 
Brra in the goHpet. Ilerc (he I,itn! | 
|lfo>te«l hi: pn-sifire aiiinn^^) us, (o iJiti 
if KHinjr soiili*: fi)i' myciivn [rm-l. il'Uiii 
llmil tiut vithlu-l<l hi!) hand I «u(|UI j 
p iireacliett. In vha^, sevewJ were j 
^1 iuUie ui^ean of Invc, licit lliryeoilld J 
— sueli H mulling Untu I Iiad u ' 

K jhViiriernonn Ipretcheil iit Ral<>!a, (<> ] 
» eonen-giitioo, ftM(l fell, rci'iiluni in 
' er t]ie \voi-<l : I met ela>>s iiimI bad 
bCd4 ' " 
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I preached at brother & ^^s,inct a elas»> 

and found they had grown cold in religion^' 
and to the things of God. May the spirit 
of the eternal God, stir them up to mortt 
diligence! 

At the widow W- ^'s, I had a crowded 

house, and the Lord attended the word vtiih 
power, and several appcard maeh affected.. 
In class I pressed sanctification^ or holi- 
ness of heart, on them ; we had a con^fort- 
able Wailing, and our souls were refrerbe^ 
'^vitli the love of God, 

I went to brother Swing's, and preached 
to a congregation, mostly presby terians : 
and although I saw. but Kttle fruit, yet t 
felt a freedom in speaking ; and h^pe it will 
not be altogether labour lost. Id class, 
several spoke feelingly of the liord's deal- . 
ings with their souls. 

I went to brother T — — 's, who inform^ 
ed me tiiat they had not had r.preaeher (of 
eighteen months, although they had a class 
of fifteen or sixteen members. We had a 
crowded house :^.l spoke with freedom^ and 
the Lord was present among us, to the joy 
of many souls ;-*<in class we had a melting 
time. 

Next day, as the people had but little no- 
tice of my coming, I had a small congrega- 
tion : however, I preached to them, and 
hope that some good was dftae : th^re we 
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n till- uiorninf; ilvy stt i«« ovt-i- 
tr, aud I Went to (lie cliurcb. wbcH 
I a lar;^:*- cuajji-i-giilion, to Avliont l_ 
-!!.e I/nfl fimrfi' liiiiv hia iLrMir) 
dtnan}'. Iiotli sHints ami siiinvni, < 

'['lieiv 1 mi'L mimy of my dt'itr "Ul 
Igja wUuiii I liail not s^en luraliuut ii' 

i ui' lIuMii wi;r*' as tiUjipy at J 
dliw. I rt'm*'mlhTe<1 sevol-al 0^1 
fl prur<-ss(^(l sn.no I i lie uf ion wlionf 
Mig I l)«rii in yi^n pHHt : flunii? Iia<l n 
olliora tiail, in n nieu»ui-e, 
[• wit'H-BS. IlIfssL'il be Ihft Luiil l'i»r 
e has iliiiic, and is «sril) duin^ r<»>- Hie 
a>ls of ilicstr |»ai'ts At lipoilier 
V WniiuiTis'a (tit-y Irid [lul little no^J 
my comi:i^ : liowrvtT, I sjtoki' lo Uta^ 
ion(, and met clussi sev'l 
,1 ajToktt fi'eel}', and ujipoured in a ine^^ 
surt- iu|H»;f. 

Nri;( iliiy, at Mr§. H 's. I sitoke wUhj 

grrai liberty; niiiiiy W(^|il, and sum 
alniiil. I itiet clus*, and »<> had a hIiciuI it(M 
Oh- i'ain{) (if Jf sus : tiuiiie ft- II on l\w (Itiocyl 
ami une woniati g-jve ns an exboi-talion :~ 
it»-4* u g.>oil (lay to many souls. 

I «enl 1" bi-oih^'f O:!!)""*, wliti-e we liaj 
apiiid'ime. i iiiijii-Ht'^d saiBtillciUion <j 
'ti«Bi.wi!h ittl (III- ^I'luci- and ability ihid 
JluLc imtLwitii infl^ 
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uy of ray oM friends, and wias happy to finff 
tliat God had not only preserved them sted-^ 
fast in the faith, but had added many to the 
ehtirch* , 

I vent to esquire Cresey's, on. Cape May ? 
there, I found, they had been.wiUiout a 
shepherd for about eighteen mouths, .They- 
had not muoh notice of my coming ; — how- 
ever> 1 preaehetl to the few who met^ The- 
members of society present stijl professed 
failli, and spoke freely of the dealings oP 
God with their souls ;-^yet acknowledged 
great deadness for want of preaclrini^. 

I went next to brother G-^— -'si :— I foumly 
since I had been there last, that the univer- 
salians had made a great rent in the bap- 
tist church ;— several of them came out to 
hear me, and I felt much freedom io de- 
claring the truth of God unto them ; thci* 
I saw but little or no fruit of the Spirit :— 
as we had no class I dismissed .the people. 
A baptist man tarried, behind, and said to 
me, << I do not |snow what to do;^^for my 
neighbours were formerly baptists, and a 
praying people ; but since they have turn^ 
ed universalians, I do not know one of thrm 
that is a praying person." I told him tliat 5 
could give him no better advice than old 
Joshua's resolution, l^*t others do as tlw»y 
may, to be «ure and serve God himseifc 
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"Wi^ .spent some time with satisfkctiony ia 
e^aversing on the things of God. 

I preached in a baj)tist meeting-house^ 
on the upper end of the CJape, but did not 
feel that lil>erty in speaking which 1 gene- 
rally had; uwin^. I beiieve, to a feeling 
sense of a spirit of contention amougst them. 
After preaehing, the peoph; began to dis- 
yut^^ about the (>e\vs : one satd^ he had hir-^ 
«d tbisy and another that peiv ;-<-and that 
sueh and »ueh should not sit in them. I 
told th^m that I had nothing to do in the 
matter^ for I was only on suffetjince my- 
setif and therefore not a suitable person to 
interfere in, <«• to s^^Kle a matter of that 
nature. I met the class, and found them^ 
likewise, all ineoaLUsion about a poor per- 
son that was half Indian ;*~and some of 
them, having more pinde than religion, 
eouht not stoop to set in class with him ; 
and to cloke the matter a litt^> they had 
ji^aised sevt^al objections against hitn, and 
lirithout supporting any tiling insisted on 
0iy expelling him ; wliieh 1 refused to do, 
as thi^re appeared a good testimony in his 
favour, and that he was of an orderly lifo 
and conversation: at which two of them 
determined to withdraw from society,* and 
desired me to cross their names off the 
elass paper; — I did so, and thus the matter 
«nded. 

T2 
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1 went to W. T-;-— 's, and prea<^lie4 with 
liberty to a sniaU <!ongrej5alion : 1 nu>t the 
class, and there H|)|)eaved but Utile lite or 
power ainon^ them* . I exhorted them tQ 
seek for more religion, -iiud to press for- 
ward for sanetifieation. 

At Tiiekehoe meeting-house I had a 
lar^c eonv;;rcgation, to w liora I preuehed 
with liberty : — -I met elass, and we had a 
inching time ; many spoke feeii?ii;!y, andX 
impressed sanctilicatioji on tiiem. 

At my next apnoiatmentyf fouadapoor, 
but abhvssed people : — there the Lord laid 
to his helping hand, and attended the wonl 
with power \ — s»me eried put, some fell 
down, an<l others clapped their hands and 
»hou<ed for joy : — wc hud a shou^t of praise 
in the camp of Jesus. I met class, presse«l 
them to seek sanetifieation^ and was un- 
commonly Joyfnl at seeing how happy those 
dear peoph? jvere. , 

I then w ent to brotlier E. B* »r Vs, where 
the Lord attended Mie word wiiti power ;-r- 
many cried out, and some fell to the floor* 
I met class, or rather attempted to meet 
it; fori had not spoken to above two .or 
three before the Lord met them in such 
power that seventl fell to the floor, and we. 
liad the siiout of a king in the caaip — A\vi 
many shouted aloud far joy : for the peo-^ 
ph shouted itnlh a loud shout, and f he noise 
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^a^^heard afhr off. Ezra, chap. iJi. vei'. 
i£,13. This meeting continued from 11 
o'clock until night, 
f I then went to hrother A—- — *s, in Deer- 
L fieicly and preached in the evening I o a hnrd 
■ hearted set; however, I was enabled (ode- 
dare the counsel of God, although I did 
not feel that freedom that I usually felt, — 
Some lestiiicd of the goodness of God to 
their souls in class. 

On Sijnday I preached with freedom in 
Broad-neek meeting-house 5-^sotne wept, — 
In the afternoon I went to Murphey's 
chcrch, in Pitts-grove, wllere I met a large 
congregation. God attended the word with 
power, and we had a precious time in class. 

Monday, I went to Malago, a new place, 
and preached ; there I saw some fruit of the 
Spirit 

Next day, I went to hrother C .'s, and 

preached to a clever congregation ;— the 
power of the Lord attended the woimI. I 
m^t the society, and had a precious time 
amongst them. 

At llains*s neck, we had a crowded house^ 
ftfid the Lord attended the truth with pow- 
tf ; some fell to the iioor : — I met class, and 
several joined society. ^ 

I then went to brother Peddrick's, in 
lower' Penns neck there the Lord at- 
tended the word with the energy of liis 
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Spirit : — several evied aldud far inercy, I 
met class.; one sinner fell under the powet 
of God to the floor, Severd prayers were 
put up for Iiiifiy and the Lord, in his mer- 
ey, set his soul at lioerty, whereby he was 
enabled to i^joicein redeemidg^rove :-— j^ 
ry to the nanrie of Christ. 

On Sunday I preaehed in Penns-nedft 
vneeting-housc ; there the Lord attended 
the word with poy?er, and several crh'd out 
for mercy. After preaehinii^* I invited the 
mourners to stay in class ; uiey did so, and 
in class the Lord laid to his helping han^l f 
and his power was present to the joy of ma-^ 
iiy souls .-r-rseveral were set at liherly to 
praise him as a sin-pHrdonins; God^ aad 
one professed saneli^ication. li w.as a day 
that will nevet be forgotten, in timv oi* 
eternify, by many souls,-- -Ilerel met wit& 
friend L Flhlh, who asked nie,. if -I would 
preach ia upper Penas-neek, if he wouM-^ 
procure a idace^ and give me notice, I 
told bim I would. Then we went on (of 
Sakim, in order to attend my afternoon ap* 
pointnient. There I found a large congre- 
gation ; but being rather late^by reason of 
our meeting continuing longer tliitti usual 
in the neck, my son David was preaching 
to them, on the same text that I had snokeu 
froni^ in the morning, viz., Qjimch riot tiie 
Spirits After he had done, I gave au^i- 
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bbrlatn^/ahd we had a peaceable waiting; 
befoi-e God. I went on to inv next ap- J 

pdintment* where I had a clever coiii^rega- ** 

ti&n, and the Lord attended the word with 
jjbvev;-^two felJ to the floor, and Y«e had h 
IHdiR shoj»t in the camp of Jesns. I met 
class, and about twelve joined, and we had 
aprecious time. After meetinj;^-, a youn.q; 
Biwi said to me, " Father Abbott, what shall 
Itlo? Ihavc been in lull stretch for sane- 
tifieationt ; I have left nothing undone tliat 
leould do ; I have pi*ayed almost ail night 
oja. my knees for the blessing ,• — and souie- 
tjmes it appeai*6d as if 1 Mere just going to 
i*cteive it; but now it seenrrs farther from 
me, ar*d as if I should never receive it at 
Jdl.'^ 1 said,'! believe youai-ein the risrht 
Way, and let us fervently pray for the bles- 
m^f and I believe that God will give it an- 
te you before we rise. We kneeled down, 
and he soon fell to the floor as one dead, 
tttidet the mighty power of God : his blood 
appeared stagnated^ and he lay some time 
in tliis state, while we were made partakers 
of divine blessings : — ^^vhen he came to, he 

' ]R*aised God, and testiiied that he had giv- 
etrhim a clean heart. Brother S. invited' 
lum to tarry all nii^it; but he said that he 
would go home "and tell the good neu s to 

* his parents, arid so set out : — he luid iifteen 
KiUes te Wiilk. He was soon after this cal* 
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led iothe work of the Lord/ and took tbl 
field jas a ti*ayeliing pi*eaeher« 

At my next appointinentf I ffttttid % 
isrowded house^ to whom I preached^ and 
the Loi*d at tended the truth \rith the enerr 
gy of his Spmt: several emd ont^ being 
out to the heatity un,d^r a senee of (heir de^ 
praved aad fallen state. Iiielass. I im« 
pressed sanctifieatioti on tfaemv stnd tho 
power of the Lord feU on sister^ W. who> 
with seversd others^ received this iitestima* 
ble blessing. A presbyterian, heariog tho 
cry .of mourners, eame to the door, anq the 

Eower of the Lord readied his heaft so thai 
e fell into the house, and was renewe;^ in 
Opd^slove in this meeting :->-^be had kiiowQ 
wiiat religion was, previous to this, but thett 
he got a fresh spring. He and t»$ wift 
both joined sotoicty. 1 spent the eveaiog 
with sister W. in great satisfaetioO) tfoih 
versing on the things of God. 

Next day I went to brother S— ?s. «t 
New- England town, where 1 found a crnlfd- 
ed house, chiefly presbyterians, to whom I 
preached from Romans viii. 30. Whml» 
did pi^edestinnte them he also coiled^ (S^ 
and hope it was not labour lost. 

I went to my next appointment, about 
nine or ten miles ffistant, where I foani 
several of the New-England town presby- 
terians and baptists, who had followed me 
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tSihher ; jto iivKom I preaolied vpon precles- 
ImadoDr and (hey gave great attention. 
Wtea I hjtd conckuiecU a young man arose 
iSMltold bis experience. J, had seen him in 
liy last roiind^and he then told me that he 
was in great distress4 ami said^ he was 
tfmi() th^t he siiouM be lost, for he saw na 
w$y for his escape. I then applied thc^ 
Dromises of the gospel, ami advised him tc^ 
ly to Christ, and betake him self to prayer ; 
fer«^said I, you liave spent many a day and 
BigBt in the service of the devils asd now 
be determined to spend the remainder of 
your time in the service of God. He at 
that time left me witliout niaking any re- 
ply, whether he would or not. Being a 
tawyer, he went to his mill, and set her to 
Work r but his mind being exceedingly agi^ 
tatedj he said to himself^ ** What shHllitpro- 
fit me if I should gain the whole >vortd,^ 
and lose my own sou) ? I will take the old 
imm's advii-c/' So he shut down his nulU 
and retired into the swamp and took him- 
self to prayer, for about the space of three 
boors ; sometimes on his knees, and some- 
times on his face, until the Lord spoke 
peace to his soul. Now, said he, I am as 
happy as I can live ; — and exhorted all to 
seek for the blessing. I desirtd the people 
to tarry, while 1 read our articles of faith, 
tsiA also their own. They ail sat down. 
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;and I read our own firsts and titfiA I pro* 
needed to reud theirs : — they %il sat stiH 
until I came to the third article, whick 
spoke on this wise, in substance; — God, for 
tlie purpose of his own glory, fore-ordaihed 
%vha(soeYer comes to pass, and predestina- 
lod such a certain nnmber, both. men and- 
a]ip;els, for eternal life, and the others he 
passed by and left them to eternal damna- 
ti<in ; and that the number was so certain 
und definite, that one eouid not either be 
atlded or cjiminished. At reading this diey 
arose and left the hcftise, I met class, and 
bad a precious time. Thei*e were a num- 
ber ad<led to the church at tliis place while 
I rode the circuit. * . • ' 

At my next appointment 1 tore up cal- 
^ inism. * I had great liberty in speaking, 
and miiny wept. After preaching I read 
our arlie^es, it being a new place, andthcii 
asked, if any had jt desire (a join society : — 
theiv were jsine who Joined. I tarried that 
uiij;ht at Mrs. Hand's. > 

JS'ext day I went to Morris river church, 
and Istid a large congregation : — here th» 
Lord attended the word with power: — his 
]K*oj)le seemed lost in the ocean of redeem- 
wo; Jove, and several fell to the floor, and 
jjiany praised God : — ^it was a day of great 
power to many souls. — In class, nmny of 
the dear people wcx*e .so happy that ilwv 
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ebtild hot speak. We had (li^eions iirne^ 

gfnerally at that place while I rode the 

eircDit. 
I went to the widow H— — % and wc had 

a crowded house. ' I preached wilh liber- 

i^f and God attended the word with power ; 

uiany wept, and' some cried out : we had a 
; small sliout in the camp.-— In class, we had 

a powerful time ;-— a woman seemed lost in 
I the ocean of love, — ctlapping her hands, 
I shoutliig, 6101*7 ^o ^^^ ! ^^^ praises to his 
i holy name ! We had a revival, and I form- 
[ ed a class in this place :— may the Lord 
I record their nanies, in the Lamb^s book of 
1 life! 
[ At Tuejkehoe we had a crowded house* 

I did not expect ever to see theui again on 

this side of great eternity.* While we 

Were singing/ 

Come ye that love the Lord, 
And let your joys be, known : 

Join in a song of sweet accord. 
While ye surround the throne* » 

The* power of the Lord fell on me, in 
^H'h a manner, that I could neither sing 
nor give out the hymn, until the Loitl with- 
held his( Spirit a little, < which ran through 

•fclW.ll I !■» ■ III ■■ « I » ■ -,■» ..I 1.1. . ■ I « I. ■ . II 

• This proved to be the case, for he never had ano- 
ther opportunity ctf visiting them. 



S49 

the house ^ith po^er. I thc^ pruned) 
an<i ir I eYcr preached with life, libcHj, 
and power^ I did that day. 1 met clas^ 
and we had a precious tiiae: the ehUdrea 
of tjod seemed lost in the ocean of redeem- 
ing graee : some lay on the floor^ under 
tlie mighty power oif God* 

I went to my next appointment, where I 
found the house crowded. We had a shout 
in the camp of Jesus : two old sinners were 
cut to the heartf and got their souls eou- 
verted and joined socieiy* In class we had 
a wonderful time j— our meeting lasted for 
several hours ; — a number lay on the floor, 
under the mighty power of God, and 
several professed sanctiiicadoa. Tfib is 
strano^ work in the eyes of the carnal, 
but glory to God, we know in whom we 
liave bflieved ! ^m I ft (^od at hand* 
saiUi the Lord^ and not a God ufar off^ 
J)o not I^Il heaven and earths Jer.xxiiL 
Uon 3*. 1 went home with Ijrotlier HesleF. 

i next preached at . broUier B— — 's. 
Here the Lord attew.led his woihI with pow- 
er; one sinner kneeled, iirst on one knee 
and then on the ether, and soon feH on (he 
floor and cried aloud for mercy ;---I met 
the class, and we had a shout in the camp : 
many prayed aloud, others shouted for joy, 
and the noise rvas heard &Jar off — Several 
professed sanedficatlon, «mo;ig wiiom were 
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brother B— — ^s son Wesley, tiid his tlaiigb- 
tcr. Th€ sen soon after took the iieid as- 
a labourer in the Lord'fe vhieyard — May he 
cwr be faithfnl to the gift of divine graces 
received J 

We held qnarterly meeting at M urphey's 
eimreh^ Here I met witli brother Merrick, 
OOP presiding elder, and brother Cann, wha 
rode OB the Bethel eircnit. On Saturday 
brother Cann preaehed- with life and power^ 
i» the^emoDstration of tlie Spirit : brother 
M, and myself gave exhortations : — we had 
n prolitable waiting oh the Lord. On Sun- 
day morning brother M. opened the love- 
feast-: after handing about the bread and 
water the people began to speak very feel- 
^^Ti and the power of the Lord eaine 
down among them : ntany^ried aloud; and 
ethers feH to the floor under the mighty 
power of God. Some cried aloud for mer- 
cy, and some shouted for joy — joy indeed, 
ti see sinners iioeking home to God, as 
iotes ta the window; others prayed aloud, 
80 that we had the shout of a king in the 
camp ; and the power of the Lord was pre- 
sent to heal those who were wounded by 
the Spirit of the eternal God ; for the Lord 
Wetk and maketh alive. By this mighty 
power sinners were convinced of their un- 
done state without a Redeemer, and souls 
^re cottverteiff whereby they wei^ ena^ 
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hied to shout pedeeiuiog love to God and 
the Lamb : — soaie professed sanetifieation. 
Thus the work went on lentil time for pub* 
lie preaching; so that the sacrament could, 
not be administered during that space of 
time, ^t eleven o'clock it was judged best 
to open the doors, many people were with- 
out waiting for adrmUaiice. After a short 
Interval public worship began« and brother 
Merrick preached ;— and after him several 
exhortations were given* and divine power 
attended the woi*d :— several were cut to 
the heart ; and one or two ungodly sin- 
ners were so powerfully struck, that they 
were helped off by their ungodly associates, 
being so wrought on that Ihey were unable 
to go themselves; and many of the chil- 
dren of God were built up in their most ho- 
ly faith, for .which my soul adores the God 
and i*ock of our salvation. 

An appointment having been made in up-^ 
per Penns-neck, by John Fiirth, at the 
house of John Stremple, a Dcighbourhood 
famous for vice and immoriUity, where they 
had no regular preaching nearer than ten 
or twelve miles^ exoept now and then a few 
wowls in a small quaker meeting, where ve- 
ry few of the vulgar ever attended. I was 
informed that when this appointment was 
made, there were some present who were 
nearly ^or quite men and women growai 



vho fcad scarcely ever Iiesiri a gospel seiv 
mon in all their lives. When the day came, 
L P. met me at Murphey's chltreh; agree- 
ably to a fopmcp appoiotment, atkl gav« me 
iiotice thereof : accordingly we set out, and 
jm my way thitbep my mind was siilemnly 
impressed with these words, Ihave nmes- 
^S^from God unto fhee. Judges iii. 30« — 
W^ went to William Barber's, in upper 
Fenns-neck, where we dined : — he used as 
kindly, and gave us information that we 
migtit expect some interruption from some 
dissolute people : fop thei*e hud been some 
talk of running horses on the public high-» 
Vay, which 1«I through the man's* land, 
irhere the meeting had been appointed, 
and not for from Ms house, and to be at 
the same hour of the meeting ; — ^but this 
fell through. ^Vhen we arrived at the 
place, we found a large congregation as- 
sembled : for, in consequence of the novel- 
ty of a methodist meeting, the talk of an 
intended interruption, &c. &c. the people 
had generally got together. When we went 
into the house, as many people followed us 
as could well crowd in, and stand on their 
feet : 1 took my stand near the door, there 
being a considerable number outside. Two 
iien followed us into the house who ap^ 
peared ill disposed : one of them took his 
stand near the middle of the house, where 
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II tlie'looi-, (tilliati 
rlii'dii iti lii" lr.iti<) '.ibi)iil tvft> feet luog, 
«tiiiti hr li'ld liv liir siiuill end; ihreeoF 
rmi iii||i<i'Ni'i^iiiuiiu-(l oulsiile tlii'<luor. will 
(tn Kite weiipons in ihi-ir lianiU. I a!in( 
-.inO l.ii.fk'd dowiil') |)ray befori; piiIk-I' h 
(tir;)! iifiVfetl an} iii'crrtigitiuii ; liiil wlira 
ImRioii^IiI. (lud 10 visit that parr of his vhrih 
yaril. htm] to innku it hs fiimoiis Tur viil 
iift it had Iwcn for v'tee, one of them n>plk4 
tlial it wikfi as f^nud ali-ead.v hs tinj' ulhc 
[mrl ho hud known; and msido uaeofHve 
ral uthvf fsin-i'ssion)! duiiog tlie timv g 
pmypr. Wheti I had done prayer 1 askn 
liim it' he knew tliat he liad yioliitetl lb 
laws ol'ihe land. and. if pul in fui-nc, ' 
he had foi-r»'iled (\Ycnly pounds, and miu 
(liihcr give sirurity for his fiHuixi (;ot«l he 
havioiir. ur go in jail. I then cliargei) ld|i 
at hii puril to dc>iist. and givu do t'upili) 
interriiption : — lie made severul ifplii-g, lu 
sipp^ni-ed ver>' vieioiis, JVIrs. lJc\vi,iM<il 
cjuakei* woman, who oat jus) at. niy liitm 
HepiD[;thu iiiau's fondiicl.nndhfainnfi; wbl 
had iHissiMJ. hnilc me not to heafi'utiif i 
pul mi' in niitirt iif the mi H'l' rings wliicli II 
fi'ir<iil« Itnd midrnvenf. f 

Ijtuly (t'l-'l 'n (indhepji 





not tet\ the fear of man. I ftoceeiled, and 
pu-'out luy test, i have ajLusage /rum 
• '•oil unto tiiee. Judg. lit. 20, nwcl not H|ra- 
V^dlonj!; Iti-roK It4^ Uegan again *lu iiuer- 
I qil me, raising hiutseir on lib rnei, to aer> 
i! ilie idlifrii were at liniid ; — b<ii thu door 
'".iiig Hurruundi-d by » nuiitliei' ui' (lieHUiost 
h^jiertiibfu inhaliitanlH. those iiliib i^i^ntr^ 
it<-ir pilliet- asltanied ur afi-aid. hu (Iiili iLm. 
ki'in ttieii- distunce. I suon runntl IhutflP 
niicili] nut a:iswerlo diB|>ute. and tlicref'tre, 
niilioiif aiij re^'smi to whut hnvfnn sujing, 
Ilirgan lo jiuiii- out tite tepror§ of tlie law 
<<ji<)ii|iini, iu tlie most awful tniiniicr I was 
':i|iHl>le uf. I suon mvf his conntcnance 
i^iiaiij^, and he cried nut, *' Is it met bir, 
jou mean l" Yes, said I , yoii are the very 
nan, a id / iiate a inraaa^t from GoA unta 
I vail — wliicli IdelivLTedinp^ititerms; and 
M^n ti> pi'iiy fur him : lie quickly dincov- 
tOYil n di^iiasition lo get out of the hous«; 
bat IhU lie could nul hastily tlo. the erowd 
V»s «<i '^i-aH in the dour. lUs eonfuaivn 
wss .ii'ui. and he cried out. Do nuljudge> 
ilii r.ii. jtidjc! At leitKlli be got mit, und 
li''ll<m,'i! .imi;ni several tiineg; bul he BtXHi 
• ■ '!■ t up. A (Xuuher grnlk-iiian btdi^ 
111', sahl to hirri as bewcnt«ul> 
11 >i m<^t with thy mateU." 1 ham 

tod liiat he had ntieliortidd^ 
tJie Hi'tawurc, two ur tliirs^ 



iU«tiin(. In ardjr ro uiltmA this mecUt^fJ 
si.il liiiil "u-ui-Ti Tli»t lie m^ver meant n 
iM i;-1i iiiii'hui- .iL'^iiiii, iiiiLit \if Iiiul ilrivd 
^■-. n .i>.Hli'")i-i „.il of (lit- netfc. WhUe | 
it-i', [irjjiiif; r.ir liim (joil (-onYinccd a V 
ir,,iii t»f sin, wliu soon after got her «o^ 
to i\>Tr(i:il. hikI Willi htr liusbsind joiiMl W 
I i< 'v . Ilk-sscil lie Uuil, notwithEtHii(li«g&! 

§i:iulice uf men nnil devils, we lixd a «' 
ii and [irofftulile (imo lo many booI 
I were brukcti into tcniIernesH, 
ofl'T a aoti<?.ty was fovmcd, and they E 
came a intisous people. 

I (eft Uic circuit, after sis monUis, hal 
ilJ;;; rCfieivcd ei^lily.five nit>mlH!rsintn so? 
etj. iiiid li:wl seen aiwiit fifty sanrliHed I 
ikii iiiij;bty powef and grace of God j a 
tiiiiny otiif rs dial !iad been, justified. Th< 
was a R'l-eal revival Bmimg the classes:- 
loay thi^ Lord lie mindfol otlheiii, ami p 
■strm tliem in his holy teav. 

TRKKXOJT CIRCUIT. 

I left Siiletn, after (he qiiarterly-mwlhn 
in iiitter lo travel Trenton eiiritit ;' vilvijf' 
Kiv way iliiilier fttlendeil llii- (]tiafl4-{| 
111' i ;; at Ili-llii-T ;_itn,i- juraelitng f 
■ ^ '■ :;itoii on S;itunl»v, wc adjonrniV 




lien, and n lew exhoi- 
1 ai-uM;. tind oxhurlod ttieiii to luflfc li 
tilloalinii. lor ituw uas (lie ilay^ Gud's 
jiowei- : — uml (tip puwci' ol* (lit 
'Jii'iii in Kuiiha miuitier. tliiittlie; 
tl'iiii'all (limiigli tlii^ huiise, up ittai^ 
iliiivn; — 90 I Uat 8 [leaking exjieriisncca 
n»n at un end — for many sbonled praii 
til (iKd, while itthiTs cried aloud lin- meruj*. 
t luoked itiund me. up aOiirs, ami I saw n 
^;l('al)c^l iillhuii^li (he house was I'litwOid ; 
liv) I wcnf lip, Hnd Found a nunilier of lliem 
i.Mnf; alt in aheap. ] vicul In (hem, ami 
ri-uiid iliej- were moui-ncrs; — I exlioiied 
Hum (o liV} earnesllj l« God lor r.ierc>> 
unil spare nur— tlit-y did sii — I, anri Ihcieur 
I'diii' iitherH pi'ayrd for tlirm, and the Luiil 
°i'l all tlit-ir loiils at Uhtrlv, tn n'juku in 
iiis Idvc. 1 lttriii'di'uundraiidlhfii'elu^l«ra 
'"licps, atrug(;ling as in the a(!;itnie9 of 
''. ulh : — I kneeU-d and prajvd. and several 
iHlicrs did Ihe same, atid die Lniil Mmike 
fi-aw lii (heir Kmils. I looked, ami Uy t liuse 
i »aw anuiher lay in likiMiiaancr: praiCr 
«..M'uMiiiinliHheIia!f. Iw ' 
' ' < ' < I like Diaunei-, l)ii< tl 

r(v.l wea( dnwti fliairn, 
-',iii( and wniiiidiil lav 
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pd Avomcn, dii)ier£^d thro«gh the coegr^j* 
^tion. By this time we conifeludei it yfos 
time for puhMe service to begin ; kut it waar 
agreed thai the doors sh^ld oot l>6 ap^i^ 
cd, and therefore to dispense wit^ pubKe 
preaeliiiig. - This meeting began fit nine 
o'clochi and continued until sun about twcr 
hours liigh. Some were justified, and oth- 
er* sanctified j,'but what iiumber. of eitfaep 
y^yi be a secret until the day of eternity. 

From Bethel, we went to Cross wieks" 
quarterly-meeting, in Burlington circuit* 
Saturday^ we had preaching, and some ex- 
hortations, settled our temporal afiairs<» and 
made ready for the approaching Sabbath.. 
I went home with brother Lore!, where wc 
continued singing and praying until about 
el<*ven o'clock m the evening ; duribg 
wliieh time two souk were justified^ and 
two sanctified. Next day our love-feast' 
began; but the people did not speak so^ 
lively as I eould have wished. After love- * 
feast I preached^ and the Lord- was pre» ' 
eious to some souls; — ^t hen brother Lovet' 
gave an exhortation, and one found Him of 
whom Moses and i he prophets wrote ;--^anU 
several, cried and wept. 

I went from Crosswicks to Trenton quai^x 
terly-meeting;--^after preaching and exhor- 
tation on the Saturday, we dismissed the 
congregation; and the preachers, stewardfy 
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feaders, &c. settled' the temporal eoncern^ 
of the circuit. 

Next day, brother Meppiek opened the 
love-feast, and inany spoke very feelingly. 
Oae young nnan vras so wrought i^pon, that 
he trembled' every joint in him, to4hat de- 
gree, he shook the b0nefa on wbieh he sat; 
I then looked round, and saw foui* or five 
Jjing on the floor ;~I left the pulpit and 
iveut to them, and prayed for them— ^#e 
had a precious time* After our love-feast 
ended, brother G— ^ prcacbed, and brotlicr 
M. gave an exhortation : — i)ut there did not 
appear any move among the people. 

Next day I took my circuit, and went to 
brother C— *s, where we had a crowded 
house, and among them a baptist preaeher. 
Here 1 tore up Calvinism with all my power; 
I met class, and we had a precious time : 
dome seemed lost in the ocean of redeeming 
love. One woman, who had been sanctitied 
«ome years befoi*e, when I was at this plaee^ 
was now as happy as she could live, having 
never lost the witness from that time to the 
present. 

I went to another appointnient, and pireach- 
ed with life and power ; — and God attended 
the word with the energy of his Spiwt ; — 
several fell to the floor, and others ran out 
of the house : — some professed sanctifica^ 
tion, and others experienced juslifieatioa 



linder preael^ng. I met el^ss, tuid \re haA 
a peaeeabltt waiting before the Lord. A& 
ter meeliii^ I went to brother Pyle's. 

Next d$By I had a very small eon$;rega- 
tion of tbout six or seven persons, iuid 
found diem very dead^ with regard to reli- 
gion I but a4 my next appointment Ipreaeh^i- 
ed to a large eon.o^egation in Moamouth 
meeling-hoiisef where I endeavoured tn. 
iMke old Calvinism tremble. Afterpreaeb- 
inj» 1 met elass, and found them very dull. 

My next appointment was at SquankuBi^ V 
where I had a large eongregation. Here, 
a man who had been for a long time under 
uiflietipny was brought to meeting on a be4 
in a waggon, bciog fully persuade in Itis 
mind that if he eould get to tbis meetings 
and hear old Abbott preaeb; that the l«ora 
wou hi convert his soul ;•— -he lay on the" bed 
and ericd and prayed all the timeof preaeli- 
ing. I met class ;*^atid when I spokie to 
iiim he told me his exercise, and his belief 
thai God would set his soul at liberty* I 
tiieQsaid, tet us ppay :-- -we feneried down 
i^jid prayed, and according to bis faith so it 
was, for the Lord set his soul at liberty 
from sin and guilt. 

At my next appointment I preaelied, and 
we had a peaceable waiting before God# I 
met class, and we had ,a precious seaa<Kl 
^mong them i— « few joined soeiety. 
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®ar quart crly-mcetiftg was held at Lonj?- 
In^ncli. Oa the Saturday Ihere appeared 
^onie little move among the fiifople : — on 
Sunday morning oiip love-ft^ist commenced, 
and sereral ^poke very feelingly; I arose, 
ami gave tbeni an cxhortafion, and the L('r<i 
laid to his helping hand, and sent the word 
wiih energy, like a sharp two'edged sivord, 
to their hearts, and they foil bt*tore liio 
liord, like Dagon befoi'C the ark, or lilafe 
nien slain in hatt le. Speaki ng thiir expe- 
rienees Avas now at an end ; the place was 
fiMed widi aeclaoiations of prayer and 
praise ; some crjing for mercy, otii s i)iv 
dean hearts, and others praising God for 
his glorioas power and grace :-— several 
professed sanetifieation, awl others jusliii- 
eatien. We had a blessed rime, and our 
meeling ended in great harmony. 

1 desired the peojde togiv*^ out preaching 
for me at Shrewsbury', a town in which the 
qtiakers, baptists, presbylcrians and epis- 
eopsilians each had a house of puWir wor- 
ship; -but they all, as with one accord, re- 
fnsed me the^ liberty of their houses, X 
then directed that it should be given out 
for me to preach in the street^ which was 
done; When I came to the place } found 
a large congregation ; some judged that 
there wei*e five hundred people present. I 
preached witli great libei'ty— they gave 

y 
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great attention : God attended tli^ wox'cl 
with power* and many tears were shed, al-r 
though in th# streets Street-preaehin^,, or 
preaching in tlieiieJds and woodsr 18^ oftea 
made the iiiost success iui« 

1 went home with brother M. and next 
day preaehed to.aerowded house with lib- 
erty ;— the power of the Lord arrested a 
young quaker, and be fell to ttie floor as if 
lie^had been shot: his mother being pre- 
sent, cried out,^ ^\*l^y son is deai^/ itty s^m 
is dead /" I replied^ Mamma, your soa is 
not dead; look to yourself mamma, your 
son is uot dead : — and in a. few minutes vro ^ 
had a number slain before the Lord; An 
old quaker man stoml with tears in his eyesi ; 
I said to him,^ Dadda> look to yourself; 
this was the way with you, when you had 
the life and power of God among you. 
Bead SewePs histoi'y of the people eaUed 
quakei*s, and you will find there that John 
Audjand, a young man, was preac^hing in a 
field !>ear Bristol, and the people fell to the- 
ground before him, and erk»d out iinderttjie 
mighty power of God. The man of the 
liouse brought the book, and read the pas- 
sage before the oongre^tion, and he then 
acknowledged it to be thp work of the 
Lord. I attempted to meet the class, but 
did not speak to above two or three, when 
the iieople fell bofojpe the Lord as men siaia 
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i» battle? anil wcliad the shout of a king in 
♦he canip of Jesus : two or three professed 
that God had sanetilied theipsouls. The 
younji^quaker, and several others, professed 
that Gwl hud set their souls at liberty ;•— 
several joiniid society, and we had a pre- 
cious time. When I went on that circuit 
there were aliout six or seven in society at 
that place, atid when I left it there were 
about thirty-six, sjx'or seven of whom had 
been quakers. At this place our meetings 
^ere generally so powerful that- I never 
regularly met the elass, daring the dme I 
tvas on ^ circuit, for we always had ttie 
mhovti of a king in the eamp of Jesus--^ 
Glory be to Goft ! 

1 prer.cl»ed at the Falls :— the man of the 
bouse was a methedist, and the woman a 
presbyterian. We bad a peaceable waiting 
lieforc God. I met class, and we hud a ve- 
ty powerful tim^. I impressed tlie doc- 
trine of sanctification on them : — ^two young 
Tromen fell to tlie floor, and one young man 
fell backwaixl ofl' the bench, and made suck 
a strange noise that he frightened the wick- 
ed aU_ int4 a huddle in a corner ; for as he 
- Iny near the door, they had no 'way to make 
their escape. Both the girls professed 
sanctification, and the young man professed 
to he justified. 

X visited New-Brunswick, where we had 
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no society ; but God raised up one of aina 
nieutbera while I remained on tbe circuit. 
Mny the ijdjfd increase their ^lumber ! I 
pi-eaehed also at Princeton, where 1 ead^.d^ 
. voLired to pull old Calvin's errors to {lieees. 
There the IioimI raised up a society of 
nine persons morC) before 1 left the circuk* 
Glory be to G<m1 ! 

Our x|uarterly-meeting was held at bro- 
ther H ■■■ ^ s. Brother G. preaehed, and 
^brother i\L gave an exhortation. In cmu* 
lo ve- feast our frien/Js spoke very feelingly ; 
several testified that God baid sanctified 
their souls, while I had been on the eirouit; 
and a Tiumber of others, that God had jus- 
tified them freely. After love-least, End- 
ing the congregation was large, we thought 
it hrst to retire to ihe woods, where bi*oth- 
er G. stood in a waggon, and preached to 
the people ; after him brother M. gave aa 
exhortation ;— -when; heibad done, I arcise 
ahd giive another; and the Lqrd laid to his 
lielpirig hand, and slew eight or ten, who 
fell to the earth under th'^ mighty powei* of' 
God ; bat my strength being exhausted, 
and no one speaking after lae^ the meeting 
broke up. 

We had many blessed times, while I pode 
that c-ij'fMiif, whiifh was about .six month s."^ 

•Mr. Abbott iefi Jie Jerseys about ihe last of Sep- 
tomber 1793, anot the compUer finds, by the mmutcs 
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BAS^TBBN SIIOUG OF MAnYLAXB. 
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Since ! liav« been a preaehery I iiave 
Uepi an account of two hundred and twen- 
ty-fonr souls that I have seen sanctified. 
When I v6i\& C^ocil circuit I saw thirty 
^sftnctifiedy and torty-tbree jirstified. TV hen 
I was moved to Kent circuity the Lord be- 
gan to work powerfully. In twelve weeks 
God sanctified about fifty, and justified ma- 
my. For fifteen meetinj^s, in succession, 
some were either justified or sanctified. 
We had shout srfter shout, and the Lord 
slew them, like men slain in battle.* 
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for that year, that he was appointed to labour in the 
Coecil circuit, state of Maryland ; but how Jong* he la- 
boured there the cbmpiter is not able to de terminer 
from any thing that appears m the manuscript. In 
the in mutes for the year 1794 he likewise stands on 
tiie Coecil circuit ; but from the mi nuscri])t wc find 
that he laboured on Kent circuit : but how long- he la- 
boured therej appears uncertain. He-returned home, 
unable to travei,about the last of May, or the first, of 
Jiuie, 1795. It appears that he spent the most, if not 
all his time, during those years when healtli permit- 
ted, on the above circuits. 

*Tlie compiler is sorry that the mianuscript does not 
centain a more minute account of the labours of Mr 
AbotL in those places. There can be no doubt but ma- 
ny thing's must have occurred in tliat period, worthy 
of notice, as it contains his labours from September 
1793, until May 1794. 

It may be observed that from this trme"Mr. Abbott, 
has been more particular in g^iving ^ates^ than in any 
otiier p?^it of his labours. 

y 2 
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May 10tli» 1794, 1 met cl&3s, and liai a 
meltiog tiiue : — at iiiglit the Lowl was wiUi 
us of a trutli ; — ^ihe slam lay before him. 

Sunday 11 th, 1 had a melting tim^ ia tlie 
morningy and in the afterooon a peacealile 
waiting befoi'e the liOfrt. At night tUe 
Lord laid to his helping hand, and vieb»A 
a shout in the eamp» so that the noise might 
be heard a great way off :— I tiiok eold^aud 
was very unwell for some days. ♦ . 

Thursday Idth* I met elass, and had a 
IKK King time; — at n%ht the lA»rd opened 
the windows of heaven, and from the skies 
poured down righteousness, so that the peo- 
ple fell before him, and the cries of the 
wounded were great. 

Saturday iVf I went to brother H— — 's 
to preach : but being unwell I got brother 
D. Abbott to |}reaeh« I met the class, and 
God poured out 'his Spirit in such a mail- 
ner that both saint and sinner wept* 

Sunday IStlu I [ireached, and God pour- 
ed out Ivis Spirit in such a manner, that 
they fell before him like men slain in bat- 
tle. This alarmed the wicked, and they 
fled for the door; but God was too stroiiff 
f(»r some of them, wlm were left beiiiniU 
weeping for their sins. I was obliged to 
ieave the slain in order to atteiid my after- 
n<*on appointment, where I met a large coa- 
l^regatioQ, toi whom I preaohed, and had a 
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]itedeeable waiting upon the Lord. After 
piieaebingy at the Lord's table we bad a 
melting time« 1 went home witb brother 
M*C •. 

"Next day I went to Chester-town, and at 
night held a prayer'inecting* We bad a 
powerful time, and one soul was set at lib^ 
erty. 

Tuesday 20th, I rode to brother C 's, 

and pt*eachcd to a hard-hearted [leople. 

Next day 1 preached at brother Millrr's, 
ami the Lord was with us of a truth— some 
wept, and others rejoieed. Brother M. in- 
fdrmed me that G«>d bad converted liis 
three diildren, and a negv;o girl, the night 
before ; and I. beard them tefl of the Lom's 
dealings and goodness ' to their*souIs. In 
elass, the power of the LoVU was present ; 
que .was slain, and diveYs others were so 
overcome and filled with i*edeenung iovcj 
that they eould hold no imre. Glory be to 
God, this was a good time to many : — ^and 
I was happy in my owh souL 

IVext day, we had a peaceable waiting 
before the Lord, both under the word, and 
in class.-*^In the evening the power of the 
Lord slew one, and when he revived he 
testified that God had saved his soul, and 
eried out^ << O that I had wings that I 
might iiy to Jesus ! O that I could die, to 
be with'my Jesus!*' — elappiiiig'his hands, 
and shouting, Glory to God! 
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IMajr 25tli9 we had a meUing time : liod^ 
saints and sinners wept uader the ^roril.^^ 
In the afternoon I 'ppoached from these 
wowls— To you that fear niy name shall the 
Sun of righteousness, arise with healing in 
hi^ wings ; and yt shall go forth andgrm/lf 
up a^ calves of tlie staiL Grod attended the 
word with the energy of his holy Spirit,^ in 
such a manner; that numbers fell to the 
floor, and four found him of whom Moses 
and the prophets did write. The wicked 
flew for the door-r-glhry to Crod» there was 
a shaking; among the dry bones* iand; we 
had a shout in the camp of Israel. In 
family prayer, tlie Lord was among^ us t>f 
a truth ;— one fell to the floor, and* cried for 
mercy. Glory to God, the plaee was glo- 
rious because of liis presence^ and my soul 
•was happy in my God. ' ' ^ 

Next day, wfc held a prayer^meeting in 
the evening*, and several were struck to the 
^floor by the power of God^ and we Iiad a 
shout in the camp. 

May 27, at night*, we had ajirayer-meet- 
ing, and the God of iove w^s present, ia 
the power and energy of his holy Spirit. 
Maiiy cried out, and several fell to the 
floor, and iicsought God to have merey on 
their souls -.—three bore testimony that G*>d 
half pardoned all their sins ; — one lay for 
near an hoiir, as though slieiiad been dead^ 
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mi then canije to^ and sang tvilTi suefa a 
ii»e]odiou,s Bote^ as I never had heai'd be* 
fore : the voice seemed as if four or. five 
were singing together f bnt upon exauiin- 
kig theniy no one had sung with hery neither 
HA they . uUderstand tlie tune ; notwith-. 
standitig they ail distinctly heard it^ as if 
four, or five were singing. She tlien seem- 
ed to die away again, and when she cain& 
to, sang asheibre \ — ^this was repeated sev- 
eral times-^-^t length shts arose front the 
floor, praising God for her deliverance, de- 
datiag his goodness to her sonl. It was a 
good time: sinners trembled, and saints 
rejoieed-r-and my soul was happy.. 

Next day, the Ijordlaid to his hand, and 
sanetifiedone soul, and justiued another in 
apowerfal manner* 

.May 30, ! preached, and. the powerof the 
Lord was present in such a manner, that 
several fell to the floor. The cries and la- 
mentations ei the wounded and distressed 
were great. 

June 1st, I preached in town — ^in the 
morning we had a ineltitig time, many 
wept>-^In the afternoon the Lord poured 
out bis Spiritv and the slain fell Lufore him 
like dead men ;--4)t hers lay as in the ago- 
nies of death, enti eating God to have mer-' 
cy on their souls > — some found peaee. Glo- 
ry to God, piany in this town seetncil 
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apprised of tlieir danger; m%j GodincwasD 
their ninnb<^r. A ^ii-l, who lived \Yith a 
quaker, was cut to the heftvt id such a man- 
ner, that they did not know how to getber 
home : I went to see her, and found many 
roand her, both white and blafek. She lay 

'f as one near her hist gasp; I kneeled dowfl, 
and besonght God for her dcliveranee, and ! 
in a few minuted she broke out in raptures j 
of joy, crying ottt, I^et m© go to Jesus!^ j 

^ repeating it several times ; th^n she arose ; 

and went home. Glory to God* for whsd 
my eyes saw, ray ears heard* and soul felt ; 
that day, of the blessed Spirit* The meet- , ^ 
ing continued from three o'clock until even- 
ing. : •■-■ ■ ' ^ : 
Two young women at a certain place an* i 
time, sitting in their fether's house, onb < 
said to the other. If mamw»a bad reli- 
gion, I should get it too :— the Lord struck ■ 
her with conviction, in such a manner, that 
she cried so loud for mercy, that she alarm- 
ed all the house with her cries ; and thus 
she continued until threfe of her sisters were , 
all struck with the like conviction for ^iit* i 
Tlieir cries to God continued near- forty- 
eight hours, with little intermission, when 
GoJ, in his inlinite mercy, set two of their 
souls at liberty, to rejoice in his redeemiog 
IfjYc. Another (>f them came to town and 
met me^ and 1 went homo witk ker. M 
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>vc were riding nlonj^ the road^ she being 
uiuler soi*e distress of soul, cried aloud for • 

iQerey»aud God broke ia upon her soul in 
weh a manner, that she elap]>ed her hands 
and cried. Glory to God in the highest !-4- ^^'r ■ 
Th^re waii another young ^'oman in the 
oarriage ^ith her, and the poAver of God %! 
struck her in sp wonderful a manner ^liat 
site lost the use of her limbs, and lay ab^at 
an hour^ when she came to her first words 
were, " Is this perfect love V^- In time of 
pra>er at the meeting we atiended, G^d 
poured out his Spirit in such a makmer, that 
several fell to the floor,, with such cries and 
sereeches, that a solemn awe sat on every 
face, and before the nteeting ende<U six* 
souls were set at lilierty, to rejoice in the 
Bock of ages : — ^thanks b^ to God. 

Monday 2d of June, in prayer-meeting in 
the cvenii!g, the liord was witii us of a 
tratb, Next day I preached, and had a 
melting times:-i-at night the Ubrd was with 
us in power, and we had a grt^at shout.-— 
^*}j(fiee greo-tlUfO daughter (y- Zion; shouts 
ditugliter of Jerusalem. Behold, thy king 
conieth unto thee: — he is just, and having 
if(Uvation. Zech. ix. 9. * . 

June 4ih, I preached, and the Lord laid 
td his ahTiij«hty power— several fell to the. 
floor-^some professed sanct sUcation^ and 
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two, to be justified : believers vrewi built-^* 
up in the most holy faith, ' 

June 5lh, I pwached, ahd the torcl 
poured out his Spirit in mighty poivei- ; tke 
cry of mourners was so great tliat ihe noise " 
might have been heawJ rfar o(K SeVepal 
Avero setat liberty from* the bondage bf sin 
and satan, and were ntade partaker^ of that? 
love, which makes glad the city of God.-^ 
One professed sanettfteation, and several 
were awakened. Thanks be to the 'Most * 
High. \ - ^ 

June 6th, The Lord, under the word,' 
poured out his spirit in stich a maitner,' 
that three or four found. peat^er ami two ' 
professed sanctifieation. Believers were ' 
built up^ and it was a good d$Cy to msinj 
souls. At night, we haU aproper shout ;— 
one fell to the ii«op^ and lay as if she were 
dead :— ^aod when she eame to, 9\i^ shouteil 
and gave glorv to God for her deliveratiee. • 

I met claslat sister Bi'thvn's. Thertj 
we. had a powerful time^ several were lost • 
as in the oeean of redeeimng^ love. Glory 
to God for ever!— one was sanetified ia'ttr; 
powerful manner at that meetitig, and in ' 
the evening we had a melting time. The -^ 
Lord filled one of our sisters with perfeet ' 
love, in the carriage, jis she w:as returning 
home, in such a powerful manner, that she 
lost both the powe;* of her body and speech,. 
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bat.wfaen she recovered herself^ she saiU 
ihat God had givea her a clean hearty and 
^ . had filled her-90ul witlflove. 
\ ' Sundsiy, June 8th, We held a love-feast, 
[ and the Lord laid his helping hand upon us, 
and poured ^ut his Spirit in such a manner, 
that not one soul spoke their experience in 
iQve-feast, Sinners trembled, and fell to 
the £oor, wliile christians shouted praises 
[ t# God and the Lamb for ever. One lay as 
. . if she were dead 5 numbers were powerfully 
[ wrouglit upon* This was a love-feast in- 
-AceA; I never saw but one like it before, in 
which no one spoke their experience. I 
preached that day with great freedom and 
jower. 

Monday 9tfa. I helil prayer- meeting, and 
the Lord manifested his love amongst us. 
There was a sliaking among the dry bones. 
One lay as if she were dead tor near two 
\ iionr», and then came to, with praises to 
I /God for her deli^^jpnce, wilib gres^t rap-* 
I turea of joy. TIpBhildren of GocJt were 
I fiUetl with joy., ulspeakable. How iaex- 
'^presslble are the pi%asures of those who are 
■: filled with the raptures of a Saviour's love? 
f ^Ecstatic pause ! "Silence heig^ij^ens hea- 

I Kriday 13th» 1 held«4>rayer-mg^ting, and 

• thp povvr.r of the Lord fell upon the peopte 

iiv 5lir .i v manner^ that tli^ ulain lay ail over 

a 



^■1 



f 



•' -.'--•»- 



«66 

the floor, Scteral were converted to God ;— 
one or two professed sanctifieatioQ :— glory • 
to God, he carried on his own work. 

Saturday 14th, I preaehed, and had a melt- 
ing time. I met ciass^ and the po^er of 
the Lord eanie down^ and we had a shout io 
the eainp ofthe Lord. 

Sunday 15du the Lord attended the Wor4 
with power, and divers fell before hira* lik€f 
Dagon beifore the ark. I. was obliged t^ 
leave the slain on the floor, in order to at- 
tend my next appointment, wliere I f<Hind a 
large congregation, to whom I preached :— - 
in efass we had a melting time, and a shout 
in the camp; It was a day of his power-^ 
he worked and none c'ould hinder him.^— 
Next day, I |)reached dt a new place, and 
had a favoured time ; — some sighed^ and 
3ome groanefl, and others wept. 

Tuesday 17th, I preached* and the Lord 
attended the word with power; — several 

aado 

forgotten to be gracious! Tliey thai; seek 
^hall jinA. * 

Wednesday 18th, This was a day of pow- 
er : — I preached, and the LonI attended the 
word withlhe energy of his Spirit. Saint 
and sinnei^elt his power ; numbers cried 
aloud for mercy, and severial fou.nd him of 
^vhom Moses'and the prophets wr«le. <#»•. 



were cut to th^ heart, ^|done found peace 
to her SbuL Blessed nkxod, he has -net 
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'lay as In the apjony of death for some timejk 
Jbut giory toGod^ he #et his soul at \ihevty9 
:irher«by he was enabled to rt^joice in his 
'i;iovioa» love. 

Thursday i9th, I pi'eaohed to a few, but 
<thepe wae nothinf^ done to speak of* How- 
ever, I felt peace in my own soul. At 
evening I met class, and the Loi*d was with 
/US of a truth— -we had a shout in the camp 

4lf JeSHS. 

. Sunday 2^% I preached with life and 
power, and the Lord manifested his pre* 
^Mfiee amon^t u» ; — some eried for merey^ 
4ind a Aolenm awe sat on many faces. I 
•vent to my next appointment* and preaehed 
(to- a larg^ congregation. The Lord laid tQ 
Siifi helping hand;! ami there was a mighty 
^shaking among the dry bones ; divers per- 
'«OB8 lay through the liQuse^ as dead men 
*«ind womenr slgin by the mighty power of 
Ood. The same Jesus who raised Lazarug 
.4r(Hn the dead^ i|i^^^ ^P ™^^ persons* that 
'fre could ascertain, to praise him as a sin- 
pardoning God; and how many niore^ that 
^e could not ascertain^ God only knows :-— 
-for many wept, and some shouted praises 
to God and the Lamb. GlorV to God, tliis 
was a day that will be long •remembered 
. by many precious semis. Some were so fiU 
\ed and running over with perfeet love^ 
•tbat as they returned home th^y shouted 



praises to God, as they went on thi!fr wiiji 
I i^as as happy as Iipould Uto in the bodj* 
Monday 2Sd, I held a prayer-meetiag» Jiod 
it was a good time to many ; some wtre a« 
filled with the love o/ God that it took away 
the use of their limhs, and they lay -oil tl^ 
floor as happy as they eoukl liye, re)Qieittg 
in the God and rock of their salvation.**^ 
\f e had at that time about twelve ehiUrea 
on the circuit who were happy in. religion, 
and the Loi-d was doing great thii^ for 
many. My soul was on the wii^. ; . 

Tuesday S-j^th, I held another prayer- 
meet ing, and had a powerful time* Nexifc 
day I met class^ and we had a melting tisie. 
At night I preached* and the pawer of the 
Lord was present, to the joy of bis ehildrei^ 
and we had a shout in the assembly. Cry 
out and shouU thou inlmbitant of Zionc 
for great is the Holy One of Isnael, in the 
miilst of thee. Isa* xii. 6. 

Thursday 26th, we h^l^an awful time't 
numbers cried out for mercy, aadtbeLiord 
set some at liberty to rejoice in his rer- 
deemiRg love* Let thy friests be clotheA 
-with salvation, and let thy saints rejoioeiti ' 
goodness. 2Cbron« yi. 41. 

P'riday 2Mli, I preached, and the T^otd 
laid to his a}mi»;bty^'m of power, in sncii 
a iminncr, that several lay as if they were 

^he agonies of death j — spme trembled* 



«iiA otiiei^s ericd aload for merejr. ftlory 
to the eterdal God ! He »iiiys, and he 
iBfikes alive. In his merey he set several 
at liberty to rejoice in his redeeming love, 
Tills was a day of his power to many souIs» 
mM my soul was happy. 

V Sttiiriay ^dth, I preaehed twiee, as usual 
#B the SalAath : — ^in the morning we had^ 
l^eeioifs time, and in the afternoon we had 
the shout of a leing in the eamp. Some 
^v«re iwjoicing in redeeming love, and oth- 
ers were erying, in bitterness of soul, for 
mepoy at the hand of God ; while the pow- 
df of the Lord slew others, as men cut 
down in battle. It was a day of days to 
isany souls. Glory to the eternal God! 
This meeting 'eontinued from three o^eloek 
until evening. 

July 3d, I preaehed, and had a precious 
tbtie ; then I met class, and the pi^esence of 
the Lord was among us. For the Lord thy 
G0d walked in tlidhnidst of thij eamp to de-^ 
Uverthee, Deut.xxiii.14j. Next day, the 
'Lord was with us of a truth : — one was set 
at liberty, and several of the friends seem- 
ed los^ in the ocean of God's fove ; — ^in the 
afternoon we had a melting time among 
the friends. At night, we heHl a prajer- 
meeting, and many were slain before thcj 
liord : one professed to be justified freely 
by his grace J anotfcer professed sao<**»^***- 



.«70 

to be rcDiembered ^ and I trtH»t it will b^ 
i*emeDibered by many others, Tkk meetr 
ing continued until near three o'elook* 

Friday 4ft\i, I preaehed fram 1 John iv. 
16. God is love. It was a time of love i&7 
deed ; for divers of God's dear ebiidren 
\yere lost in the ocean of redeemiDjg grace $ 
and the God of love spoke peaee to three 
souls. That day will never be fo^otten by 
my soul; though I was weak ia body^ I 
was strong in spirit ^ ' - 

Sunday 6th, I preached in tli^ morning* 
and it was a good lime to many : — ^sevenal 
cried aloud, some seemed lost in the oeeao 
of i*edeeming love, and I was so tiaf^y tt^it 
I eouM haiHHy refrain from crying ouL In 
tiie afternoon we had a large eoDgr^pationf 
and the devil got angry, and made one, of 
his servants throw some stones. We bad 
a happy time in elass :•— afterw^d I went 
home with one of our fitfends, and held ^ 
prayer-meeting, and the li^Iaster of assem- 
blies was with us. 

Monday evening, I held a prayer-meet- 
ing, and had a melting time : some of the 
friends were lost as in wonder^ love^ and 
praise. 11» 4iext day I held a prayer- 
meeiiog again, and the Lord was with us. 
Sonic cried out, Praise the Lord^ O my 
'ou/ / and all that is within me^ jrraiselm^ 
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';|ro% namt. * 7he mtxt day likewise^ I held 
^m prayer- meeting, and vte bad a eomibrta- 
Metime. 

Friday 11 tliy I preached a funeral ser- 

lOMi^aml the Lord was present ^Ith us j-^ 

•it night I held a prayer*nieeling^ and we 

bad a melting time. The next day (he 

. liArd was with us in a powerful inanNer; — 

iSQUie cried eut^ and others. wei*e lost in the 

ocean of love, and I was happy in my own 

- «oul I — blessed be God^ he has not tbrgotteii 

to be gracious. 

. Sunday l^^th, in the forenoon I preached 
to a large congregation, and ttie Lonl laid 
to his helping hand: some lay on the floor 
AS in tlie agony of death, otheits were cry- 
ing aloud for mercy, and spme were shout- 
ing praises to God, being filled with his love* 
Several fled out of the house> choosing 
rather to risk their lot among the <lamne(l 
tiian to expose themselves in the congrega- 
tion, by asking mercy at the hand of God. 
The Lord sat one soul at liberty, and ano- 
ther professed sancti heat ion. The Lord^s 
hand is not shortened. In the afternoon I. 
i^ent to my other appointment, where I met 
a large congregation, to whom I preache<l, 
and the Lortl made bare bis arm in such a 
manner^ that there was a shaking amoii.»; 
the dry lioncs — some cried aloud — otliei*:^^ 
wv.ns hnppy in God. Glory to hi.s »«)<*- 
i'Mg aame^ my soul was luippy. 



Monday tuh, I preaakeA, mA imd % 

melting time; — sinners were cut to th» 

heftrt, believers were transported with .Hk^ 

.pi*eseneeof (j|9d» and my heart was swaiiow-r 

. cd up in redeeming iave* I joined teiHHi* 

society ^ — may God reeoitl their itames ia 

the Lamb's book of lire ! in the evening i 

.preached again, and the Lord poui?ed <miI, 

his Spirit ; and we had a shoiitintheoaaq^ 

of Israel. 

Next day y under preaching, tfa^ powor^if. 
God was )viih us in such a manner* thiit 
.some wept, and otht*rs seemed lost in the 
oeean of love. One professed ^aaotiHear 
tion, and another was so struck by the. 
mighty powei^ of Gou, that she shook front 
.head to foot as if in the agony of death, for 
near the space of ^wo hours ; — iSoiMtiines- 
erring to God for mercy, at otiier tinses 
that her heart would break : at length heir 
strength failed, and she lay for a time 
like one dead ;--»when she eamo to, she.v 
.praised G(h1 for her delivei'anee, while 
many stood round her amazed. Glory to 
God for a mii'aele of grace ! I was so hap- 
py that leouUl hardly utter a^entence un- 
til God withdrew liis hand a little. Were, 
we to be always thus bapp^, we should be 
disqualified for earth* or worldly things*— 

Oh! what raptures shall we have in hea-' 
"en ! 
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Wednesday 16tli, I preached, and die 
'XiOrd poured out his Spirit, both under 'the 
word and in elass, in so wonderful a man- 
ner, that a woman lay under tbfe mighty op- 
eration of the Spirit of CTod, as one dead, 
Jbr near^the spaee of three liours ; scvei'al 
ftit her luinds and arms> and they were ap- ' 

erently eold,as if she hod been dead, and 
id out ^ hut, glory Ho God, when he, by 
his Spirit, revived her, she couhl testify 
diat be had sanctified her soul, and iHlled 
her with joy unspeakable. Several of the 
friends were baptized in the fonntain of 
love^ and for my own part, I was so filled 
with the love of God, that I oeuld hold no 
more : it was good measure^ jiressed down, 
itaid shaken togetlierf and running over, ->-• 
liuke vi. 38. I adore God for what 1 have 
£^ aid seen ;■— my tongue ur pen can nev- 
<ep express it, on this side ©f eternity. 

Saturday 19th, our quarterly-meeting 
began, and we had a blessed time to many 
souls. 

Sunday 20th, our meeting began at six 
o'cioek in the morning; and when we had 
sung and prayed the power of God eame 
down in such a manner, that the slain lay 
all through the bouse. Some seenii'd losi: 
in theoeean of God's love; some prorosHeii 
Justitication, and others that Godhai*. sane- 
tailed their souls., /rhis meeting was s<^ 
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powei*fal9 that but one attempied to ^pealL 
her exjH*rieiice in love-feast ; white «be wftB 

.speaking she sunk down^ <^n^i^S ^^* ^^ 
iia« fliade wc all love /— Imiwedialrfy Hie 

.house was fiBed with cries and |)raise» to 
God ;<*--soine tr^^nbled and were Hmtoniah* 
6*1. We had to ckfry the alain out df th^ 
house, in order to make room that iii» 
people might come in for the pttblioj)#ekidi«> 
ittg>— and wt^n we had sung a>id prajed^ 
the presence of the Lord waMiiaaifested as 
in the daysof old, and the house was iitleii 
with his glory-*— the people fell befi»e him 
like wen slain in Imttle* It \iras a great 
day of Godls power to many souls ;««^-80iim 
profeilsed sanctiieationy some justitica;^^!^ 
^. and others were lest as in the oeean -of re«- 

. deeming lo*ire. This was a day of days to 
my soul. The windows, being opeti^' tbens 
were hundreds outside, gazing at those m 
the house, who were slain before theliord t 
but they lay both in the house, and out of 
it. Prayers were put up to God, both with- 
in and without the house, in behalf of the 
penitents and monmers* I trust that vML9f 
date their conviction, and others their coor 
version, from that quarterly-meeting. I 
went from this meeting to te^ther D . .. % 
with some other friends, where we ^joined 
in prayer, and the Lord (glory to his nam^ 
^oured out his Spirit iaa powexfulauuniittr. 
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amon^ ii§» I then went home with some- 
fii^dis^ where we san|;^ praises to God-^ 
aa«l while we were singing* the power of 
God fell on me in such a manner^ that I 
ened out -.—the fiower reached all in the 
r5om« 9ind one fell to the floor, crying to 
Chd;— after some time she cried out, 1 
see Jesus ! (repeating it several times) and 
tb6n» I see Moses and F<lias ! but not with 
nij bodily eyes. She Chen cHcd out, I am 
going, my arms are dead ;— -<*.all Mrs. A ! — 
\lbea Mrs. A. came, she told her that sho 
saw her mother, standing in wtnte ^ thea 
gai^ some w6rds of exhortation to repent* 
a&ee — she then died away, and lay in that 
state aboiit twenty minutes ;-*-af(erwanis 
she oame to, and declared that the Lord 
had sanetiiied her soul ; — ^|>raising God and 
the liamb in raptures of joy ! Another fell 
u$ if she had been shot, and lay some time ; 
iKhen she came to, she likewise professed 
sanctifytnggrace.-^ This little meeting held 
about four hours. 

'Monday, I held prayer-meeting in the. 
eyening, and God visiteii us in such a man- 
ner* that several fell to the floor : — some 
prafessed to find him of whom Muses and 
the prophets wroJe. This meeting held 
until 110*00 in the morning. 

Tuesday, I met class, and had a melting 
time ;~the members seemed swallowed up 
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in tbe oecuu of love. One was sanctifi«dia 
a powerful manner^ — it. was a happy time 
to my soul. In the evening, under preach^ 
lag, the Lord set the soul of one at liberty, 
to rejoice in his love. The shout of aking 
was among theirif Numb, xxiii. 21. 

Wednesday, under the word, some found 
peace; and one experienced sanctifying. 
gji*aee : — many were lost as in the ocean of 
love, apd we again had the shout of a king 
in the camp. 

Thursday, in the forenoon, under preach- 
ing, God poured out his Spirit in a powei*- 
ful manner — ^his children wei^ happy in his 
love, and it was a good time to my own soul : 
in the evening we had a peaceable waiting; 
before God. How pleasant is it, to he 
found in the work of the Lord, when th^ 
blessed Redeemer is with us^ 

Next day, I preached and met class, and 
we had a precious time among the ehildrea 
of God. At night, I held a prayer- meet- 
ing, and the power of the Lord was present 
among us; one professed justiilcation, and. 
God's children were built up in their most 
holy faith. Nothirtg is so encouraging to a 
niifiistcr as to sc^ sinners converted, and 
the people of God going, forward in tliei^r 
journey toward the heavenly Canaan^ 

Saturday 26(h,l went to quarterly- meeting 
in Dover circuit, l^cnt countv, Delaware 
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state— we had a liaM>y day. ^" Sunday^ 
la love-feast, theLoi'd God of Elijah, .vrho 
answereth by fire, poured out his Spii'it in 
sneh a manner that the altap of the chris- 
tians' hearts was all in a flame with the 
>peruphio fire of love. — Elijiih the fraphet 
edme near^ and said. Lord God^ Mra-- 
•hdmf Isaac, and of Israel, ktit be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, &c. ^ Hear me, 
Lord, hear me, that this people ftt^fty know 
that thou art the Lord God,&c. Then the 
Jirfqf the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt 
sdkrifice^ &c. And when tlie pimple saw itf 
they fell on their faces : dnd they said, the 
. Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the 
God. 1 Kings xviii. S6, S9. So pn that day, 
livhen the fire of the Lord come down, the 
people fell and acknowledged the power of 
God : — ^and the slain lay all about the house : 
some were carried out as dead men and 
women, while others Were lost in the ocean 
of love, shotiting praises to God and the . 
JLamb. The house was filled with the glo- 
ry of Israel's God, who spoke peace to 
mourners, while sinners were cut to the 
heart. Glory to God, it was a high day to 
my own soul. It was thouglit there were 
about fifteen hundred looking on, with won- 
der and amazement, at the mighty power 
of God, which caused tile powers of hell to 

A a 
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s^iake and give way t many of the fipect^** 
toratrenibicd and were astonished ; a nani- 
hev professed .faith in Christy aad others 
ijanctifjing grace* God's dear children gen- 
erally were rcfi-eshed in redeeming lore* 
This was one of the days of the Son of! 
Man. Glory to God, saith my soul. 

Monday !» I was very unwell, but happy 
in the love of God. On Tuesday, in family 
prayer^ the power of God came down won- 
<lerrully upon us, four fell to the floor; and 
they found him of whom Moses in the luw 
iind the jrrophets did luorite^ Jesus of •^'*a2ia^ 
relhf (o the joy of their souls. 

Wednesday 30th, I. held prayer-meeting, 
n.nd the Lord mad^ bare his almighty pow- 
er, to the joy of his children ; one fell to 
the floor, divers were plunged into the 
ocean of love, and we had a shout in the 
bamp of Israel. 

Thiir^lay, I met class;-— one fell to the 
floor, intreating God for mercy, and sooa 
lay as one dead for ne^ir an hour ;~it was 
a happy time to the children of Gwh 

Friday, Aug. 1st. I preacheil, ^nd had a 
good time; met class, and had a melting 
time amongst the dear children of (Jml.-- ?• 
-At ni^ht, after preaching, I dismissed the 
people, hut tbc^^yould not go away; per- 
ceiving this, f gatft out a iivmn and \yei!t 
to prayer, and the ^Lmi\ ponred out his Spi- 
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rit, nnA slew them as men slain in battle :— 
sonie l&y as in the as:;onics of death ; some, 
wore rejoicing in God ; other's v/eve cryini; 
fop mei-cy ; and blessed l>e th^ Most IiJ.^'h, 
he met with many to the joy of theie souis; 
and bis dear cliildr^ were built up in (heir 
most holy faitlif This meetinj^ lasted foe 
near four hours, and I trnst will not be for- 
gotten by many. 

' Saturday 2d, I went to the quarterly- 
meeting. It was a very wet day ; l»ut, j;Iot 
ry to God, he pout^ed out his Spirit in sueh 
a manner, that the house was filled with 
cries ; — some shouting praises to God for 
I'edeeminglove, others intrealing for mer- 
cy, while divers lay slain before the Lowl, 
by his mighty power, as in the agonies of 
death. It was a day of God's power to ma- 
ny souls; — some professed sanetificaHon^ 
' and others justification. 1 went to the 
hou&e and baptized a child : — in time of 

Erayer, i\ie mother shook every joint in 
er body — four persons fell to the floor- 
one professed tliat God had sanctified her 
sonl; another cried o^ut, I see Jesus/ re- 
peating it divers times, and then ssaid, I 
amjiillf Lord, hold thy hand! for I can 
contain no more. 

Saturday, August 9th, it rained so that 
1 could not attend my tippointment ; bu^ ifc 
ftw friends came to th^ house in the even- 
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ifig, aod we had a prayer-meeting. Tte? 
powar of the Lord came down in saeh a 
manner among os« that the place was glo- 
rious because of his presence^ and th^ dear 
children of God were fed with his heav^^nly; 
manna, to the joy of their souls. 

Sunday lOth, I preached to a lai^ con- 
gregation, and the IiOrd'"opened tlie win- 
dows of heaven and poured down right-' 
eousness : some wept, aiid some r^joiced*-^ 
some were crying for mercy, ai^ otliers 
were praising God ; one rose up and s^id 
that God had sanctiiied her soul, clapping.- 
her hands with praises to God :•— «aaother . 
cried out, that God had pardoned all her 
sins: the sacred flame of God's love spread . 
Uirough the house. Glory to God, it was. 
a good day to my souL iMeotut^ crtgAnvt , 
praise the Lord I Praise him, my soul! 
In the afternoon, I went to my other, ap- . 
pointment, where I found a large coogre- 
gadon waiting to hear the word. Bere 1 
mec with brother C and he pf cached from, 
JTe must be horn again; and when he bad 
concluded, I arose and gave an exhortation, 
and God inade tbe application with power, 
so that thei*e was a shout in tlic cami): ma- 
ny were lost in the ocean of love ^ — tliis 
was a haji^y day to my soul. 

Monday lith, I bad a favdurcd time in 
delivering the word :— three joined in soeir^ 
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ety^ and matiy. were eut to the heart. 1\ 
spoke freely and plsiinly to them of the 
things of God, that appertained to their 
soul's eteraal welfare. ^ 

I left divers ef them in tears, and trust 
that some gpod seed was sown that day, 
Wfaieh will be found, with its increase, in 
great eternity. I went to town, and in ther 
evejiing held a prayer^meeting : — ^we sa^'g, 
and began to pray, and God began to work 
among the people in power — the house 
was filled with cries and groans to God fop 
merey, and numbers fell to the floor, and 
one fell across my f^e^t* The cries of the 
distressed made tlie streets to ring: — many 
stood gazing at those who were slain before 
the Lord, and at those who were praising 
God aloud, in raptures of joy, for their de* 
iiverance.. I embraced the opportunity to 
speak for my God; and I asked them, if 
that which they heard was the language of 
the dcyU. llark ! you hear no cursing nor 
sweai'ing: certainly this is not the lan- 
guage of drunkards, or of horse-racers, or 
of revellers, or any such Jikt^. Their cry 
is, ^^ Mercy, or I perish /^^ I asked one 
woman, what she thought was the matter 
■with another that lay on the floor? she An- 
swered? that she thought her sin was the 
eause of it, and that she was crying to God 
for mercy. I exhorted her to «W iikewse, 
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lelling kei* that God would hav^ mcr^ oft. 
heral&d. 

Tuesday l£th, I pi^aehed, and had a 
{>recious tim^ I met elass, and apm^ af 
ttie dear clXUui'eii were overwhelmed in the 
IbarYiaia of love, 

Wednesday 13th» I preaehed, and nuuiy. 
were eut to the heai*t; ooe cried aloud for 
Wfiei^y, others were happy ia tlie love of 
GcmL It was a good time to my soul, . 

Thursday 14th» I preaelied to a hard*^ 
tiearted peo]ile. I told them the^r daogeTf 
if living in sin ; bujt I saw. little or no ef- 
fects. I hope tliat the 9eed of the woimI 
will be'fuund not altogethiir los^t; but tliat 
s>wtne fell where it wUl bring forth fruit. 
In the evening I met class, and we had a 
fihout in the camp :--Tfour joined sooiety. It 
was a happy time to the dea? ehildrea of 
God. 

Next day, I held a prayer-meeting, and 
the Lord laid to his helping hand; ot|e cri* 
ed out and fell to the ifoor^ with screeehe& 
that seemed to pi^ce the hearts of many. 
Six others also fell to the tioor, and cried 
aloud for mercy, so that the noise whs 
heard a mile and a half. One dinner stood 
looking on, and I said to him, Slnnef'fprijtyf 
for I do not know but that God may strike 
you dead, and send you to hell in a mo:iicflt i 
WiOi that I calkd yj>oa all tha. people ta 
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pittyforhim^andliedttiik do Mm to tlie flooiv 
and called oaGod for mercy. 1 left Wm, 
^d ihre^ others^ iii a^fe distress for their 
sins^^some fouiid th«i pearl of gi*eat yalue» 
tkanks be to the Most High* It was a hap- 
py time to my soul. 

Saturday 16th» I read and prayed, and 
fouadati uninterrttptcd peace in iny soul. 

Suitday 17thf I preached to a tender- 
hearted people, and the (Lord poured out his 
Spiiit upon them } — ^some wept, and some 
^anedi^ while God's cliildren were I'e- 
' joioing in his love :*— one fouQd peace — ^two 
joioed society ; and it was a good time to 
my souU 

I went to ray next appointment, wher^ 
I preaehed with great liberty, and the Mas- 
ter laid to his^'aJmigthty arm of power.— 
There was a great shaking among the dry 
bones^— «sevei*al fell to the floor, some as 
dead men, while the cries of others for 
Bttcrey were very great — ^several lay as fh. 
the {ponies of deaths knd several found 
peace te their troubled souls, whereby they 
Were enabled vto rejoice in the Hoak of 
eternal ages. Two professed that God had 
deej)ened the work iff their souls, and eight 
Joined ' society :— -mHy God record their 
names iu the Lamb's book of life, Thi<i 
meeting held from three o'clock until night: 
fionio wci*c shouting praises to God andike 
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liainb, soine>prayiiig vfiih andfor tfae^dis- 
eonsolat(^5 so that the noise might be heard • 
afar off. It was a day of God^s power to 
many souls, and several went from the 
house^ crying to God for mercy : for my 
own part I was almost lost in the ocean o£' 
love. I spoke uittii I Avas %o exhausted that 
I bould say no moi*e, and then I withdrew- 
from the liouse : — I went and laid down ^in 
order to refresh the body/ 
""^ Wednesday isiOth, I met elass, and the^ 
Lord was with us in power, and hia dear 
children were all filled with love. I was 
go happy iLhat I could contain no more ; and 
1 told theui that I was as haj^y as I would 
wish to be in the hour of death. - Glory to 
God, for what he lias done for poor me!^ — ^ 
Happy is that' jieopUfWho is in such a ease; 
yecu happy is that peo^k, whose God is the 
LoriL Psa. cxliv. 15. • 

' Thurs()iiy 21st. we l^ad a melting timer 
tijlder the word ; und in class also wo had a 
j)ree5ons time — seven joined society. Sev- . 
enil seemed as it were lost in the ocean of 
love z^^The fruit of fke Spirit is l<rre, joy, 
peuce, &e. Qui. v. "23. 

Friday 22d, I went to a frfbnd^ house, 
and held prayer- meeting, and we had a 
precious time; — some poor sinners wept 
^orcN' :, — may God comfort tliem ! I thank 
f tod^ we had a happy time there. 
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■£tati»nlay 25d, I went t<^ sea a friead^ 
nod she told me that a young man ia the 
oeigbbottriiood wanted to see me : I asked, 
bep for what! she replied, that he had 
dreamed he was in helU and in his torment 
and dreadful agony he thought that he saw 
me Hi a distanee, praying for him with up-^ 
lifted hwds^ he then awoke intiie greatest 
&ti*ess imaginable, all in a profusion .of 
sweaty so great had heen his agony. Ho 
immediately after eame in where I Was^ 
aad irelatcd the same thing. I told him it 
was a loud eall to prepare to meet God ; and 
he appeared > very sensibly of his imminent 
danger, and promised to amend his life. I 
recommended them to' God in prayer^ and 
left them and went to town. 

Sunday 24th, I preaehed, and had a melt- 
ing tinie ; — some eried out^lpud ;--^it was a 
hafipy time to my soul. In the afternoon 
brother C. preaehed from, ^ind in hell he 
l^'ted up his eyeSf being in torments^ Luke 
xvi. 2S :^und God attended 4\\e word in 
power. After he had eoneiuded, I arose 
and gare an exhortation from the same 
words ; one sunk to the floor, — many wept 
aloud, and^we had a shout in the camp.— 
I went to one of the distressed, and pray^ 
or was made for' her: — but her. mother 
eame and seized her by the arm ; and when 
she found that she did not answer by 
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movkig her* %he began to pinch hev^ as if 
she would piru*li pieces out of her flesh* I 
looked ap, and prayed to Gwl to have mer- 
cy on this old hardened signer, and eall* 
ed upon M the |)eople to pray for the 
poor old sinner : — she seemed to be straek 
for some tiute^ but soon got her dau^htci^ 
by the arm again^ and pulled and bore her 
off, ' This was a precious day to ujy soul-r-- 
elory to God for the wonders of redeeming 
|ove! 

Monday 25 th, I read, meditatedtand pray- 
ed., through the day ; and held a prayer- 
meeting in tbe evening* Gbd \ras wiih us 
in a powerful planner ; and many were fil- 
led with love. 

Tuesday 26th, I preached, and the porwer^ 
of the Lonl was present to heal ; — in class 
we had a shout in tlie camp. Glory to God* 
for ever, this was a precious time to many 
souls ! 

Wednesday 27th, I preached, and the 
Lord attende^^ the word with the energy of 
his holy Spirit ; — ^his children were refresh- 
ed in spi)*it« and built up in the faith :>-« 
four joined society. Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and let all my powers magnify ihe 
Mi)Ht High ! 

Thursday 28th, I preached, and had the 
shout of a king in the camp of Jesus. Ma- 
i^r seemed to bathe in the fotmtam that 
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Ivas opdned to thelioiise of ))avid9 awi i6 
Vie inhaiitants of Jerusalem* far sin and 
for uncUanness* Zech. xiii. !• It was a 
precious time to my smii. In the evening 
we had a peaceable waiting before the Lord^ 
and I trust soihc had tfaeir strength renew- 
^* Thetf ihat wait upon the Lord shaU 
renew th^ strength ; they shall mount tip 
with wings as eagles; they shall run^ and 
not be weary ; they shall walk, and notfainl-,, 
Isaiah x). 51. 

Friday 29th^ I preached, knd administer-* 
ed the Lord's Supper ;— -we bad a favour- 
ed time to our ediiicalion. Thanks be to 
God* for his love to his creatftres. The 
next day> I met three classes, ■ and had a 
precious time among the dear children of 
God ;— ^many of them seemed as if lost in 
redeeming love ; and a baptist woman join- 
«d sficiety. In the evening we had a shout 
in the camp — two joined class — and several 
were lost as in the ocean of God*s love :— 
it was a good time to my own soul. 

Sunday Slst? in the morning the Master 
of assemblies «ras present; — some wept, 
and we had a small shout. In the afteruoon 
appointment, the Lord laid to his helping 
hand, in the power and energy of his Spirit; 
the devil was put to flight ; and I believe 
above filty fled out of the house, with fright* 
an]^r,,.or astonishment ; for the people fell. 
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doi!#a before f lie Loi^ as men slain in bat* 
tle^ and lay as if they were dead : thus the 
•cpifs and screeches of the wounded jso a- 
larmed the wicked, that divers of them 
.could not stand iU und were put to flight. 
But many^bthers were clapping their hands, 
shouting praises to Ccod and the Xtamb, for 
the manifestation of his lore shed abroad in 
their hearts ; so that we had the shout of a 
king in the canip. Glory be to God, who 
caused the sti-ong holds of the devil to give 
wayl pur little army was in j^ood spirits, 
filled with faith and the Holy Ghost; and 
1 timst, in tlie strength of JesUs we took 
the i;rouni : thanks be to God for that day's * 
victory. So shall the Lord of hosts come 
down to ji^ht for Mount TAbrtj Isa. xxxi.4. 
Jiyid Ui^ Lord ivrought a gr^cd victory that 
day^ % Sam. xxiii. 10. Thme* Lord^ iB^ 
the sp^afncsSf and the fower, a?i3 thcghrrfff 
nnd the victory , and the majesty, 1 Chron. 
-xxix.il. 

September 1st, 1794, 1 read and prayed, 
&e. In the evening I held a prayer- meet-^ 
inj^. i\nd we had a good time ;*-»-.ane fell to 
thct floor, crying to God for inercy, and 
found peace to her soul :— thrive boys were 
powerfully wrought upon, and wept bitterly, 

Tuesday 2d, I read and pi-ayed, j&c. thro' 
the day ; and in the evening hehl a pi*ayer- 
|Yieeting:~Me had a precious time, and a 
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dioni \n tbe eamp : ipany ^eve happy in 
God's love. 

Wedoesday Sd, I prQaehed» and the Lord 
was present to wound and to heal^ Some 
Qried outy under a^euase of their undone 
state by nature ; some sighed ; some groan- 
ed^ some sliouted praises to God| and 
fi^3)6 ran away> as if determined to take 
beil by storra^ rather than to expose tbesft^*. 
^ives in th^ eongreg;pitioii9 by bagging or 
erying for mer^y at the hand of God. Wiiat 
a. pity that the opposers do not welieonsid- 
tr. Acts V. 39, But if it te of God, yeciin* 
not overthrow it ; le$t haply ye be found 
&p€n to fsU against God: again, Aet$ 
xxiii. 9, Let ns not fight against God* 

Thursday 4ith, on my way to my next 
appointment I averteok a wonian, to whom 
I said, <<How do you do?"- she answered,' 
«»lam very poorly, and am taking. a ride 
for my health/' "This,'* said I, <• brings 
us to think of death/' "Do you think, 
said she, tliat I have Kved fifty-two years, 
and never thought of dying h 1 perceive 
that you are a methodist ; Iknow my pray- 
ers, and have got my pi-ayer-book and my 
bible, and can read as well as you/' She- 
then asked my name; I told her Bm* 
jamin MhotU " Ah,'* said she, << \ hava 
heard of your preaching hell suid damwit/¥^ 
to ihe people i but I would never Suffer any 
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one to tell me of hell and damnation. ^^ Bo 
you knovff (said I) what 'our Lord said ?" 
*« Yes, (said, she) as well as yon do.'* I 
told her that our Lord said. Verily^ verilyp 
I say unto thee, except Uman he bom again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. John iii. 
S : and if you are -not .bom of the Spirit 
(living and dying so) you will as sutqIt be 
aamaed, as that you have got a soul. She 
appeaired rather angry^and there being a 
gate that led to the left, she turned ia 
thereat, and so we parted. I went, on^ 
thinking what poor creatures we are by na^ 
tore. . I spent the remainder of the day ia 
prayer for the prosperity of Zion. 

Friday ith, I rode to brother H.'s, and 
met class in the evening $ and the Lord 
poured out his blessing in such a ' manner 
upon us, that the weeping and shouting 
might have been h^ard a ereat way o£ 
Glory to God! that was a ^s^ppy time to 
many souls. So the people shouted when 
the priests iUw the trumpets. -tAnd when 
tlie people heard tlie sound of the trumpets, 
and the people shouted with a great shout, 
the wailfeU down flat. Josh. vi. 20. 

Saturcmy 6th, I rode to my appointment^ 
and preached to H blessed people ; and the 
Lord was with us in a powerful manner* 
In class, the dear people spoke very feel- 
^8^J of God's goodness to their souis^ and 



^e had a preeioas time. At night I inet a 
class, and we had a shout in the i^amp* — 
Ani when the ark of the covenant came in- 
to the camp, all Israel slwuted with a great 
shout, so that theiearth rang agaiUf 1 Sam* 
iv. 6, Several were lost ia the ocean of 
' love ; and tferee joined society. This was 
a pteeious time to my spul. 

Simday 7th* I preadied^with freedom:— 
after i>reaehing I met elafes, and we had a 
favoured time. I went home with one of 
the friends } and in family prayer wo had 
a h{4>p3r time. Praise the Lord, O my sonU 
and all that is within me praise his holy 
name for everl ' 

Monday 8th, I preaebed^ and the Lord 
poured out his. Spirit, aud we had a shak^^ 
:ing among the dry bones of Israel, (see 
Ezek. xxxvii.) Some :were lost in the ocean 
of love; and in class we had a precious 
time ; and in family prayer the Lor4 pour- 
ed out hH Spirit, and we bad a shout I 
was as happy as I could wish. 

Tuesday 9th, I preached, and the Mas- 
ter favoured us with a feeling sense of his 
presence. Several w?re lost in the ocean 
of love. Six joined society, and divers spoke 
fedhigly of God^s goodness to their souls. 

Wednesday iOth, The Lord was present 
in our assembly, to the joy of his chUdren. 
In class he particularly remembered his 



80« 

Deed^ creatures. I was happy iit my own 
soul; but was under bodily affliction, wfaieh 
prevented me from preaehing in tke eTea<> 
ing. 

Thursday 11th, I eontiiraed full of pain 
in body, but happy in' soul. Glory to God, 
when he afflicts with\me band, ho comforts 
M'ith the other. The days of affliction have 
taken hold upon ihe, Job xxx« 16. 

Friday 12th, I had a fit .of the ague^ 
which was followed with a violent fever; 
during which period, being light-headed, 
and wandering in my mind, I was informed 
that I continued preaching and praying un-- 
til it abated. 

Saturd^ 13th, being a little better, I 
went and met class in the evening, and bad ' 
a precious time — thanks be to God for his 
goodness to poor me. 

Sunday 14th, Iwasrerf nnwell; but I 
besought God, thatif it was his will that I^. 
shoula go to my appointments, that he* 
would strengthen me for this once, as hO 
did Samson amotig the Plulistincs ; and he 
did so: for I was enabled to attend my 
morning appointment and preach ; and bles* 
scd be God, he laid to his helping hanft, 
and we had a shout in the canlp, ^tid four 
joined' society. I attended my other ap- 
pointment and preached, and tlie I^i*d pour- 
cd out his Spirit in power. At the table 
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of the Lord unehad aueli a time as I narer 
saw before;— -divers lost all the power of 
their bodies, an4 were overwhelmned in 
*the loTe of God, ^and seemed lost in redeem* 
ing loye^ I tarried with them ootil I was 
B9 oveircome that I was obliged to retire to 
the house, where I threw myself on the bed 
until I reooTered my bodily strength a lit- 
tle ; but I still heard them shouting prais- 
.es to Ood and the Lamb. This was a hap- 
py day to my soul. Let tlie wilderness an A 
thp cities tlisreof lift up their voices: let the 
inluihitants of the Rock sing: let them shout 
from the top, of themountainSf Isa. xlii. 11, 

Monday 15th, I was very uuweU, and 
just as my ague was eoming on, I went in<- 
tothe cold bath, and Uien into bed, where 
I w^as covered up warm ; and in fifteen mi- 
. nutes I began to sweat, and the ague left 
me J but the fever returned, and I remaia- 
. ed very unwell all next day. 

* Wednesday 17th, 1 went to town, and met 
class ; and the Lord was present to the joy 
of many souls: I was as happy as I could 
wish t.o be in the body. 

Thursday 18th, I attended my appoint- 
ment and preached to the people ; and we 
had a precious time, and God's children 
w^erc filled with his love. In class his pow- 
er was present to the joy of many souls. I 
went home with Joshua Dudley, and spent 
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the evening much to my satisfaction in cou^ 
versing on the things of God. Next day I 
vent to town, and on the ^Istlpreaehed In 
the forenoon^ and had a peaceable waiting 
on the Lord* In the- eYening the Lord wa& 
ivith us of a truth:— ^some cried out, some 
fell to the floor, and others seemed ravish* 
cd with the love of Goct. 

On the 85 ti, I went to brother V- ^i, 

and preached, and the Lord poured out his 
Spirit; — some fell to the floor, and others 
\vere lost in redeeming love. Here I re* 
marned about two weeks ;-^-my horse being 
lame and \inable to travel, and I was so 
much afflicted myself, that I was obliged to 
take my bed. During • my illness brother 
"V-._ was taken with the pleurisy and lay 
about ten days, and then dierparted this life 
in the triumphs of faith. Blessed are tlie 
dead which die in tlie Lordf Rev. xiv. 13. 

Soon after this our qaarterly meeting ^e- 
gan at Georgetown, and we had a shout in 
the camp 5 some fell to the floor, others 
ericd aloud for mercy : two said tliat God 
had sanetifled their souls ; and others, that 
they had found him of whom Moses and the 
prophers did write, Jesus of Nazareth**— 
Glonr to God for what he has done for sin- 
ners ! fifing, O ye heavens; far the Lord 
hath done it: shoutf ye lower parts of the 
earth: break forth into singing9 ye morni- 
taif^ forests, and every tree therein : fw 
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ihe Lord haih redeemed Jaeohf and glorifi' 
ed kimselfin Israth Isai. xJiv* 23. 

[The compiler is sorry, that he is not possessed of 
any informanion relative to Mr. Abbott's labours, from 
any thing- that appeani in the manuscript, for near 
the space of five months from this time : as the next 
thing that occurs is a letter dated February, 1795 ; 
an extract of which is as follows.] 

Bey. Sir, 

OXI9 what specfes of disquietude, vrkat 
kind of anxiety and remorse is that which 
occupies my breast! It is beyond expres- 
sion ; but I cannot assign any wise or good 
reason for such an extraordinaiy sensibili- 
ty — probably it may be said, that it is for 
want of information in respeet of education, 
that I am ignorant of this stnuige sensa- 
tion — not so : 1 have languages, I have phi- 
losophy, I have astronomy I amacqaainted 
with the motions of Uhe heavenly v. bodies; 
I have the arts and sciences, &c* &c. and 
yet cannot obtain consolation and serenity 
Qf mind ^ but am harrassed, and. wonderful- 
ly tormented by, 1 know not what, in the 
silent watches of the night; I am alarmed 
with dreams, visions, and awful apprehen- 
sions. Sir, your thoughts upon this I want j 
and hope, that in the course of your dis- 
course to-morrow, that you may communi- 
cate sometliing wbieh may console the mind 
of your disconsolate friend, I. H. I>. 
To the Rev. Mr. MbotL 
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Tlie aulhoi^of this extract was m^ who 
bad denied t)ie divinity of our Lord Jesuj$ 
Christ; but haTing been previously, con- 
vinced of his wror, he came to our quar* 
4erly meetings and the Lord struck hini 
^itli such a sense of his sin^ and with sucli 
power that he fell to the floor, and lay as 
one dead for near or quite the space of one 
hour; and when he came to^ he praised 
Grod for his deliverance. Next morning he 
burnt all his romantic books., and amongst 
them Paine'fi Age of Beaeoh;^ and sent tor 
al)arber and had his Jhair cut short, hav- 
ing formerly worn it long:— He jpinecl 
class, and now stands iq a fair way^tbr the 
kingdom of God. ^ 

At this qiiarterl}' meeting we had a very- 
powerful time ; the slain fell down hefore 
the Lord like Dagon hefore the ark. Borne 
professed justification, and others that God. 
bad deepened the work of religion in their 
souls, by giyiag them sanctifying grace. — • 
The ifame spread round the circuit, and 
many were brought to the knowledge of 
God. A great revival took place in the 

* Rather, his abominable book of infidelity*; or ob- 
scene, lu^dicpous, sophistical logic, in contenapt of re- 
lig'ion,amd support of profanity, and licentiousness. — 
^^nd there -was given unto him a moiUh Bpeaking great 
things and lilaspliemiea : and he opened his motuh in bias- 
pJiemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his ta- 
'-rnach, and thm that dnvdl in heaven ; Rcv. xiii. 5, 6. 
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toivD, and it W1I9 kept up fof the space f>t 
iiear or quite six moiithsy «iid many were 
brought to the knowledge oiV the truth in 
that little town j for which ihy soul adores 
the God'ind Roek of my salvation. 

In one of owl* yftee tings I ohservwl a qua- 
ker j^oung woman^ in the time of meetings 
gazing &mong the slain m hieh lay all around 
her :' perceiving her to be mnooneerned) ^nd 
insensible of her own state, I told her that 
she ought to pray for her own soul'^ hap- 
piness r looking her riglit in the fac^, I 
begati 1^ pi'ay for her with all the power 
that God had given me ;^—atid I called upon 
all In the bou^e to do likewise. I soon 
petH^eiv^ tliat she could not stand the pow«> 
\ er^f prayer; she hung down her head, and 
] made for the door ; but the crowd being so 
^ great, ^be could not hastily get out of the 
house :-«>observing this, I cried to God to 
pnrsUe her by the energy of his Spirit, 
through the streets ; — ^to pursue her in the 
parlour, in the kitchen> and in the garden; 
4o pursue her in the silent watcher <>f the 
nighty and. to shew hef the state of the 
damned in hell ; to give her no rest day nor> 
night, until she found rest in the wounds 
of a blessed Redeemer ! Threes days after, 
as she was walking in the garden, God set 
I all her sins in an alarming manner before 
her eyes :•— she went into the liouse, and 
toW her mother tliat «he had done enou^k 
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to baudemn her soul for ever ; even for dis- 
obfedionce to her> she might be eondemned ; 
but, said she^ f^ I have found a people that 
serve God, and I am determined to go 
amon,^st them/' Her mother said, before 
she should go among them, she ^vpuld break 
every bone in her skin* « Well, Tsaid she) 
I am determined to save my soul; bittia 
every other thing to obey you as a ehild.'' 
Upon this, there came in an old friend, and 
lie strove to persuade her to remain among 
the friends ; but she told him that she was 
determined to give diligence to save her 
j50ul» AcetB-dingly, she went to a prayer-r 
meeting, where. UieJLord broke in upon her 
soul with power : — she joined elass, and 
became very bold in the cause of God, 
bearing the cross of Christ, and praying 
in meetings appointed for that purpose ; 
and she stands fair for the kingdom of 
God* Some time after, she came to see 
me, and told me bow angry she was at me 
when I prayed for her as above related 5 — 
but now, said-she^ I thank God^tliat I ever. 
saw thy face, not\vithstanding my trials 
from my friends are very great. I told 
her, that if she was faithfhl she might 
conquer or win them all ; and exhorted her 
to stand frtst in that liberty wherewith 
Christ had made her free. 

- ^^\?* ^^^ ^^^ account which Mr. Abbott gave of 
•^8^f, in his m^jittscript, etjids.] 
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BET. BEJfJAMIJ^ ABBOTT. 

BY JOHN ilRTH. Esa. 

THIS eminent servant of Christ was 
born in the year of our Lord 1732 : 
as he^grew in yearsi^ he grew in vice ; and 
being a stout strong many and of a good 
constitution^ few men were able to eontend 
with him in bodily strength. Being natur- 
ally fond of company and sth>ng drink, it 
often led him into vice and bad company; 
where, if any affront or insult were offered 
kim, he seldom failed to deal out blows in 
a very heavy and plentiful manner to the 
agi'essor. Yet I never understood .that he 
ever beat or 'abused a civil man. UoHcver^ 
he took great delight in lighting* and fre- 
quently attendecl fairs, and other publie 
places, in order to meet with those of his 
own disposition. At other times he work- 
ed liard^ and got a comfortable living for 
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his familyy aud supported the character of 
an honest man ; and as far as I ever hearcl» 
made a goad husband and a kind parent* 
In his most wicked days^ he considered it 
beneath the digpit)^ of a man to use his 
vife or children ill. * 

He continued in this scene of life until 
the fortieth year of his age^ ^hen the Lord^ 
in his infinite mercy, met with him in the 
po\ver and energy' of bis Spirit^ and con- 
vinced him of his undone and fallen state. 
He sought God ; andt after many painful 
conflicts 9f ^oul, he found peace and par- 
don on the 12th day of Octoher 177te. In. 
commemoration of his conversion to God» 
he annually kept tbe 12th day of October 
unto the Lord, in fasting, prayer, and 
thanksgiving, until the day of his death. 

Shortly afterhis conversion, he was call- 
ed of God to labour in his vineyard, in 
%vhich he^ conferred not ^ith llesh and 
blood; but, like St« Paul, he iiomediately 
preached Christ, and hira crucified; shew- 
ing, that the grace of €h>d abounded to the 
chief of sinners : in delivering the ever- 
lasting truths of the gospel, he was above 
tbe fear of men or devils. He was neither 
elevated by applause, nor yet dejected by 
persecution; and whether he was called a 
good man or a devil, it was of the least, im- 
portance to him* Hip chief concern ^ap- 
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peared to 1be the knowledge of his duty, to 
Q6A, and the faithful discharge of the 
same, independently of what men might 
tiiink or say. 

He was a man of great httmility--iios- 
Bessed an affable chiid-like simplicity;—* 
'vrvL9 bold in the cause of God; — ^fervent in 
. llis devoHon and supplications;— zealous in 
declaring the trath^ and everlasting gospel 
cf Christ; in which he neither sought nor 
courted the applause of man. On all oeea- 
sions he laboured with great zeal and dili- 
geni^e, declaring the terrors of God's law 
against the ungodly^ and administering con* 
solution to the peuitent, by the promises of 
the gospel. 

He was a man of great faith, and often 
spoke in the power ami demonstration of 
the SpirU, of which he was favoured of God 
in a very extraordinary manner. The Lonl 
often wiought wonders by and through his 
insrumentalify, to the conviction," conver- 
sion, and sanctjfi cation of inanr. And al- 
though his language was neither learned 
nor eloquent, but, on the contrary, plaiu, 
simple, and illiterate — yet it was frequent- 
Jy attended with such divine power and 
energy on the hearts of the hearers, that 
they fell before hiin, like men slain in bat* 
tie by the mighty power of God. In him it 
•was clearly manifested,t/iat the excellency of 
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the power xcas not of man, hut ijf God* He 
spoke not in the wisdom of maa, but witii 
the power of God. He was upwards of six* 
teen years a local preacher in the metho** 
dist connexion; but he laboured and travel- 
led considerably during that period ; and, 
Serhaps, no local preacher was ever knowm 
) be more useful in the connexion* He v/as 
ubundauiin labours, in zeaU and in faith* 

In April, 1789, he entered into the itine^ 
rant eounexiomin which he laboured with, 
bis usual zeal and diligence ^ though oftem 
under great afliiction of body. It appeared 
that wherever he went, the Lord was with 
him, and made him an instrument in the 
conversion of sinners. 

In 1790, he was elected to the office of a 
deacon; and in 1793 he was oitkuned an el- 
der ; yet so great was his humility and 
modesty, that he never made, any mention 
of either in his manuscript. He travelled 
and laboured till his bodily strength failed 
him. In May, 1795, he returned home un- 
her bodily affliction, and was never after- 
waitls able to attend a. circuit. 

He was a son of thunder in the ministry^ 
and diligent in attending on the means of 
grace. He stood ^rm for the cause of Grod* 
reproving, warning, and exhorting all that 
came in his way, as a workman that nsedeil 
not to be ashamed; and often it was as 
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hfieaileast on the water, to be gathered of* 
ter many days. 

It is not my dtjsign 4o amnsc my readepsi 
in a^iograpiiical majiner; yet, as atpibute 
d«e to the metkMfry of a pious and ' useful 
servant of God, and for^the informatioa and 
satisfaction of God's people, permit me to ' 
«ay, from many years personal acquaint- 
aoee infith liim, that, as a christian, he was 
a man 'W ho feared God, and kept his eom- 
mandmetits; and as a minister in pTomul- 

{ating the gospely he always appeared to 
ave iin eye single to the glory of God and 
saltation of sotUs. An example worthy of 
imittition by all the watchmen of Zion. 
' ' Perhaps it liiay not be amiss to give an 
extract fi*om the minutes of conference, for 
the year of our Lord 1796, where we have 
the testimony of his brethren in the minis- 
try, shewing how he stood in the opinion 
-sk&i esteem of tliem : — 

^ Question— Who have died this year ? 
^< Answer— Benjamin Abbott, about twen- 
^ty years in the society;* several years a 
-«< local preacher. Eight or ten years of his 
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• In this there is a small mistake r he was in socie- 
ty upwards of twenty-three years. He was a local 
preacher, hetter tlian sixteen years, and a travelling 
preacher better than seven yeai*s. He joined society 
About February, 1773, and died August, 1796 — ^making 
cSa^ttt twenty-three years and six months. 
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«« life he travelled considerably through 
*< Yorik, Jersey, Pennsvhania^ Delaware^ 
« and Maryland.! He* was a man of a 
<< child-lik(^ simplicity and sincerity; 0f 
^< great faith and unshaken confidence ia 
« God-, Touching his ministry, he was not 
f^ skilled in the refinements of langua^* or 
*( arts of elocution ; yet has often beea 
«<heai*d to speak with the demonstration oC 
<< the Spirit^ and with great power. tC^ 
<( was owned of (irod as an inslrunnent of 
. ^f convincing, converting^ ^nd sanctii^inff 
<< power to many souls. He laboured witE 
<« great weakness toward the last; and al*> 
ff thougb 9b strong man in body, was bought 
«< down to a childlike weakness, and lin- 
<f gered out bis da}^ in pain* He die^, Au» 
<< gust 1796. Perhaps he was one 4^t the 
<< wonders of America, no man^s copy — an 
** uncommon ;zealot for the ble4»sed work of 
<< sanctification, and preached it on a)l oor 
ff casioos, and in all congregatiooaf, and 
*f what was best of all, lived it. He ivas aa 
#< innocent holy man^~<*>He was seldom heard 
<^ to speak about any thing but God Imd i^^- 
<« ligion — His whole soul was often over- 
<< whelmed witli the power of GocL He 
«' was known to hundreds, as a truly primi- 
*< tive metliodist preacher ; and a mayi full 
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^>. of &ith and the Holy Ghost. His last la-* 
^f bqurs were upari the Eastern Shore of Ma- 
f* rytand, where many Mill remeniber him.. 
^ for year to come ; and will, iVe hope and 
ff tmsU shout the praises of God and the 
'Jljupib with him to all eternity. Several 
*^ reyivais have taken plaee by his means ; 
** sometimes upon the hoitrt» of the preach- 
f' ers and people : yea, we trust the sacred 
V flame still spreads in the mueh favoured 
>< peninsula, begun ebiefly by his instru- 
;^< mentality. Hijs life was pressed out as at 
¥ every pore ef the body : be was brought 
f« very low before he died, aad made per- 
^^ feet through sufifcring.'' 

It is well known that Mr. Abbott's ieal 
in the eause of God, often led him to la- 
bour inlii^ master's vineyard, even when, 
under great bodily afflietions ; which were 
frequently increased by his loud and long 
speal^ing, till nature seemed at times almost 
exhausted; so great was his love to, and 
coneern for, the welfare of precious souls. 
This led him to so close an attention to his 
circuit, and punetual attendance on his ap- 
pointments, that he was seldom at home, 
during his ti*avels as an itinerant preacher : 
but when at hnme, his zeal and diligence 
were still Uie same, and his labout's were to 
the ediiieafion of the church : many, on 
those occasions, have witnessed the truth of 
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Soloxnon'd ftssertioa^ Iron shatfendhJron^ 
90 a man sharpendh the timntenaniu of his 
^fienAi Pron xxvii. 17. Fop nay own part^ 
I have thenghl that his appearance in Iha 
coDgregatioa tiras a tneans of giTing life and 
ifigourto theassemUy; at least it has bei^i 
90 to hie. 

His last appointment stands nm the^ min*' 
ntes for Coeeii circuity state of Maryland | 
Jiut he laboured that year like^vise in Kenti 
On hb way t^ a quarterly meetings about 
the first of February 1795 1 the preandiog 
dder mentioned to him,: «< That the people 
<« there thought he had power, by faith, t^ 
«<open or shut the gates of heaven.*'— JMr* 
Abbott said to me, wheaeonverdng on this 
subject, «< It went through my aoul like a 
<< dagger ; I was grieved, for I saw thaA the 
^ idea led to idolatory, in ascribing to a; 
« poor mortal the power whieh is due to 6o4 
«< only. I felt as if my usefulness were at 
** an end ; although I did not discover to 
«< brother W — , the presiding elder, how 
<< exceedingly I was hurt, nor was he, Ibe- 
«<lieve, sensible of it.** They attended tha 
quarterly meeting in great harmony $ and 
the Master of assemblies was present 1^ the 
joy and consolation of many. At night* 
Mr. Abbott was taken very ill, and never 
was able to attend a circuit as a travelling 
preacher, or searcely ever to preaoh aftopr^ 
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wiffd^ ; so that bia asefalnoss^ indeed^ was 
ia one sense, at an end.*— ^«-I shall here give 
ao account of his illness^ oraffliecion* aeeor- 
isAg to the best intWuiation I have been a- 
jiletoobCaui. 

He was taken on the 2d or 3d of Februarj 
17969 with a violent ague, whieh oontinoed 
during the ni^t, and was followed by a vio- 
lent fever and pain in his side : a doctor 
was called in, who -blistered him, and gave 
meh other prescriptions as he thought prop<- 
leir* The doctor viidted him a few times, and 
then (all humanprobabllUy of recovery be* 
ing gone^ gave him up as a dead man. He 
lay in this low condition about three weeks ; 
and so intent was bis. mind in the cause of 
Qodand upon the work of the ministry^ 
tbat, at times^ when light-headed through 
the violence of the fever, he would pray and 
preach, and dismiss the^ congregation, supr 
posing himself on his circuit, and tell them, 
that day two weeks they might expect 
preaching again. 

One day, several fri€uids being present^ 
and apprehending that he was near his end, 
he was asked 4f he did not tliink he was 
dying, he answered, no: God had uot made 
it known to him, and he did not think that 
he would take himout.of the world without 

fiving him some foresight of It; bit added, 
am perfectly, resigued to the will of God> 



1^ 

3Q8 

either in life or in deatb. He has since hir 
fornted me, that his peace was^ a^n rv^cr, 
and that the devil was not pei-awtted to 
tempt him during all his illness ; fop ¥^bich 
his soul magnified the Most High* 

About the 2.>d of Fobruary he hej^n to 
iwend ; but still continued in a rack of pain, 
%vhieh in a great measure banished sleep 
from him — But a doctor, who ^as a mem- 
ber of society, went to sec him, and admin- 
istered some medicine that immediiifely re- 
lieved him ; and wlien he called on him next 
day, found him better, and proposed his be- 
ing moved to his own house ; as the distance 
and multiplicity of his business prevented 
him from attending him where he then was* 
I regret that I am «ot, at present, possess- 
ed of the names of the dear family and the 
doctor; who, to{i;et her with other friends, 
were very kind to him. Many came to ge« 
him from far and neaf f and alter he begstii 
to mend so as (p exercise, himself a little, 
** We had,'* said he « precious times to- 
gether in singing and praying," 

He was removed to the doctor's ina car* 
riage, without receiving any injury by the 
journey, whrre he was kindly received. 
Prayer- meetings were held in the room 
where he lay; and the Master of assem- 
IJies used to be present in the power of his 
Spirit to the coasoiatiun of his children* 
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And notwfthstaiiding all his afflietioirs of 4 
bod}^^ he informeid me that he had preeious 
and happy times with that dear family ; and 
that he had reason to believe God had deep- 
ened his work in the hearts of both the doe- 
tor and his wife. When the doetor wasout^ 
bis wife generally stayed witli him in the 
room 9 where their conversation was about 
th(> work of (jod and his gracious dealings 
to their souls. It appears he was apwaras 
of two months at the doctor's, where he s^i 
far recovered as to be able to walk out and 
to travel a littles thougli his cough and 
spitting still continued* He left there a* 
bout the first of May^ if my information be 
correi^t. 

I find in his own band writing the follow- 
ing note : from which it appears that he at- 
tended the quarterly meeting at Dover that 
spring. Th^ note appears to be written af- 
ter b^Ji^ft the doctor's. 

*< Tile qultrterly meeting began May the 
rf« d ay— and many young converts were 
« there, and they ban a proper shout in tha 
<< camp of God — many fi^Ii to the floor and 
« cried for mercy, and divers, of the inhab* 
** itants of the towJHi were awakened. There 
« veve three very pious young women who 
^< came from Chester-Town, and who pro- 
<< fessrd that God had sanctified their iiouls : 
*aad tliey lived agreeable to their proles- 
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<< sion ; and divers persons floeked (o tbeia 
f^to enquii'e the way to glory : they contin- 
<< ued in prayer for such, every day, all the 
«< week. A number were converted to God^ 
^< and eighteen joined society, and the old 
^<iiieuibers seemed all oh stretch for th& 
*^king«loni — Glory to God lor a revival ia 
<'< Dover P' 
This is the last sentence that I find pen- 
' B«d by him. Shortly after, he returned 
homift, in so low a. state of health that hp 
was unable to preacli, and scai^eely able to 
attend a nieeting,*where hts spent about two 
months anfkongst his chil<)ren and friends. 
Having recovered his strength a little, ia 
August 1795, he attended quarterly meeting 
at Miirphcys* church, on Salem circuit, 
where he gave an exhortation on Saturday ; 
and the Master of assemblies attended hia 
testimoBy with the energy of his holy Spiritj 
to the joy and consolation 6f mai3^ souls. 
On Sunday, in the iove-feast, in his exhor- 
tation, he gave some account of the woi^ of 
God in divers places ; and being filled with 
faith and the Holy Ghost, he claimed the 
promises, and the power of the Lord came 
down upon the congregation in such a man- 
ner, that the noise might be heard afar off. 
Some entreated God for Christ's sake to 
liave mercy on their souls ; others shouted 
praises and adoration to the Most High. 
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Several lay as in the agonies of death ; likd 
I)aTid» their hearts panted, their strength 
failedythe light ef tlieir eyes were gone,tbeir 
strength failed, because of their iniquity^ 
Psa.xxxvi]i. 10. dP^like DanieUthere remain*- 
ed no strength in t}t€m,Dan«x» 8* AVhy should 
it he thought strange, t];mt a rational erea- 
tore, should tremble and fall to the eaiih 
before God, undc^r a sense of his a>vful pret^ 
enee : Moses informs us that the brule on 
vhieh Balaam rode did so, when it saw the 
angel of, God ; and why - should not man 
trembly and fall before the mighty power 
of G^od : it was a day of day & to many souls^ 
several professed to have found him of whom 
Moses and the prophets did write^ to the joy 
#f their souls ; and others, that God had 
deepened the work in them. Mr. Merrickj 
the presiding elder, preaehed, and JVIr. Ab- 
bott gave an exhortation, which was atten- 
ded with power and a divine energy to ma- 
ny. After meeting, he retired to the widow 
Ayres's whore he remained for some days, 
being much broken down# He had a desire 
to attend Bethel quarterly meeting; hut 
was not able, though only about twelve 
miles ofil 

After tliis) he spent two or three months 

higher up the state, amongst his friends and 

children in the gospel. In the fall he went 

> Philadelphia, where he spent the winter 

\ Xair^ the fpiends ; they were very kind to 
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him^ in partienlar^ Mr. fiugh ' Smith ikM 
wife,for whom he bad a great regaM. ^t^^ 
bad bad a long aoquaintaHee in that l<lve 
and fellowship that >iakbs glad th^ dtjr of 
Oody and unketh the heaiits of chifiBtiaiiB* 
Tlieir acquaihtanee eommenced at an eftrl)r 
period of methodismf on the Salem etr<siiil» 
where Mr» Smith at that time re^ed^^itd 
wiiere Mr. Abbott ftequentl)^ hchl n>^etin^» 
ilk the tinae of the American revolutioi^f and 
for some' time afterwards. 1 mention thift 
as a tribute of respect do^ to Mi% 'Smith, 
and his wife, who have been for ft tiHmber 
of years as pillars in (be hmii9ie of God » and 
who have borne the heat and burden of the 
day, and who, I trust, \^U opt Idse their re- 
ward in their Father's kingdom* BUt there 
were other friends also, wlio^e kihdtfess-ahd 
friendly attention he experieiieed, ai|d whieli 
he gratefully acknowieag^ii/ 

He returned from Philatklphm;' in the 
spring of 17^^, to his «on David*^ at Upper 
AUoways ct'eek, where he remained a tew 
days. Being veiy poorly', andiiavlng a pat'* 
tieular desire that I should assist him in 
&ome things relative to the= manuscript ef 
his life, he sent his son David with a request 
that 1 would go and spend siome time 'witFi 
him for that purpose. But the ciricumstan- 
ccs of my family were such, at that tiino, 
that 1 could not leave home, for so Ioi>g a 
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ipace ; e9pecially aj» Mr. Abbott was in so 
tow a state pf healthy that be was not able 
to attend to die business above an hour or 
two in a day ; therefore, I requested him 
to inform his father* tliat if he eould come 
to ipy house, that I would endeavour to as- 
sist bim in the business, ^'^cordingly, he 
left bis pQu's to come to my house j but on 
bis way be stopped at his friend JudgQ 
S;DQiith^8» near Quintin's Bridge^ to i*efresh 
and i*est himself, where be was taken vciy 
illy and lay at the point of death for sever- 
al days. He was treated with the utmost 
eare ai^d respects-Judge Smith l^as since 
^formed me that during bis illness^ he of- 
teo expressed an uneasiness that the account 
of his life and labours was not completed 
to his satisfaction; and that be lamented 
that he had so long delayed it. Howevert 
it pleased God to spare Mm a little longer \ 
afid a$8oon as he was able, he came to my 
bouse in the town of Salem, about the 7th 
of April 1796, where he remained some 
time in so poor. a state of health, that he 
was seldom able to perform family duty; or 
even to set up while it was performed. 
Twice he attended public meeting; at the 
iirst, he baptized two children, gave an ex- 
liortation suitable to the occasion, and rela- 
ted some little account of the worli of God 
— ^The second^ and I^st that ever he attend- 
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ed, was tit the fiineral of Mrs; PftHl, Mhtt 
had died triumphaTttia the faith. Aflerthe 
funeral sepmoii was preached^ hy Mr. Mbiv 
fordf he arose aad gave an exhortsUioiifaiid 
partieularly addressed himself to Mr W.*-^, 
u ntati whom be had loved as himself, and 
who had, through the »ubtiity of 8ataii» de-* 
parted from better knowledge. In his ex* 
hortation, he called to mind theh^ppiy hoiirs 
that he had spent under his roof; bow mtieit 
he (Mr. Wr) had done for the cause of Grod j 
and how oflten they had rejoieed togedier^ 
as feltoWrlabourers in Christ Jesus; land 
then warned hhn^in the most solemn man« 
4)er of his impending danger^ in the love'a^nd 
fear (/t God ; until tears flowed^ biis' strength 
failed, and he was unable to speak aay long- 
er. AVhile the iqtepmeht of the{6or|is<s took 
place, Mr. Abbott retired to a friend's 
house ;^ being unable to attend it-^ After the 
intermentr Mr. W. addressed the audiisince 
on the occasion, and appeared angry, appre- 
hending that he had been ill used. I spoke 
to him on the occasion, and endeavoured to 
reason the base with him; but to very lit- 
tle purpose, for he apprehended that I had 
been the instigator of the supposed aifronts 
and appeared as much offended with me as 
with Mr. Abbott. After my return from 
the intermettt I went and informed Mr. Ab- 
bott of the mattfer,~« Why, said he, if I 
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yfi^T0 t^bie. to >t«ke my horse and go and ste 
hmtf 1 should aot have made useof (Jiat o^ 
poriiml^j; bjiit as I ai¥i not able to go and 
see biia» I was epitvinced that if I let that 
opportunity p^8«9 1 should never have anoth- 
er.i and I thought it was mydiity to .speak 
asi I,d]4; therefore, I leave the event to God* 
IjaiQ sure, that it eannot hurt him, oi^ do 
bim any ^jni^r ;* for a inan that is posting 
in the broad way to damnation,; eannot be 
easily ;Wor8ted«--^Oh * said be, I have seed 
th& timo^ that we have rejoioed together^ 
M fellowJabourers in Christ, and it grieves 
my BQul to see that the devil has got the 
ndvantt^ pf him !'* On Mr, W-^'s return 
boniOjr he^rote a letter to Mr* Abbott, on 
the oeeasion, justifying himself and his eon- 
duet. However, the Spirit of God fastened 
it on hiio, as a nail in a sure place : for at 
our first qua^erly meeting, held at Salem, 
after Mr* Al^bott's deaths in the love-feast, 
Mr* W. ros^. anAopei]k}y declared that God 
h^ healed all. his back-slidings, $ijid that 
he had made his servsmt. Father Mhott^ an 
instrument in his divine hand to brin^ about 
his restoration. . I have been the more par- 
ticular in this relation, because some of our 
friends were ready to disapprove of Mr. Ab- 
bott for making use of, what they thought, 
a very nnsuitable opportunity ; but it had 
Us desired effect*: I^ewise to eneourage 
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others to a faithful disehiii^ of titeJiF d^ 
both inHedson and out df season; m^iit 
so doing, not to fear men or de?ils; bntiii 
all things to' keep aii eye single to l&e gte> 
ry of God^ and ^(khI of souls. lii the ntor* 
mng sow thy seed^ attdin the ^ft>eningiJDith* 
hoU not thine' hand: fortMu kiiknvigt not 
whether' shall prosper either this or th§Up or 
whether they both shallhenUkegood, £e<sl«fi; 
xi. 6. 

He was, after ithis^ a few tinned able t4 
officiate in family wdndiipvin wMeh he hadl 
tioar access to the tlirone of gi^ee, and wad 
truly solemn, weighty, and profitable^ . Hei 
was ever ready i<> Jom us with all Ms heart 
and strength in the perforteanee of tli^t s<n 
lemn duty ; although often languishing up- 
on his heA of affliction, while it was perfor* 
med. 

He was, ai a ceirttdn day very de^iroii^ 
bf hsfving some things penned, that had Iain 
heavy upon his inind; but heitig rather 
more fktigued than Usual— ^<^ We mast give 
it over, said he, until to*morrow ; and I 
thanic God, that in two hours more. With 
your assistance, I shall be ready to die.'* 
JVext day, upon finishing the busiaess, he 
arose and walked across the floor several 
times ; and in a transport 5f joy «ried o%ii 
—** I thank God, I am ready to die i I h»\^. 
nothin^fi: to do but to die !'* 
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v^bfmt tbe Iftt of Junet l^S^^iog reeoveved 
iijittle starengthf and fimliiigliimself'ii little 
betler^ li<e left my bou8«» in (Hnler to yUit 
my brotbeF'B family^ some other friends, 
and hk own ehiMren ; biMt upon hearing of 
th^deathrof Hr» B— 9. a man who had te- 
5ided in my house, he rotumed» i^d attend- 
chI the f imerai* Tte Bev. L . 9^—, >vho had 
beon< called by the-^connectionB of the de- 
ceased to preach the funeral sermon, ob- 
served in his diseourse that <v Death was 
the king of tenror, and that he madeeow- 
ards of us atV After sermon, Mr. Abbott 
took an opportumty to eonverse with Mr. 
S.' on the subject ; and said, that he did 
not beli^YC^the doctrine : for perfect, love 
casteth out fear; and he tlwtfeareth i$ rwt 
made perfect in love, J and that he believed 
a state attainable in this, life, through 
^race, that woiUd enable us^ to shout vic- 
tory to God and the Lamb, thro^tcgh the 
Talky oftheshadow of death ; nay, through 
death itself, and fear no efviL Also, that 
he had seen many leave this worhi in tlip 
f^atest transp<Hrt of joy imaginable ; and 
in one or two instances, that he did believe 
they bad seen the angels of God with liieir 
.bodily eyes, before their departure* " And 
for my part, (said he) I ican call God to 
witness, that death is no terror to me ! I 
am ready to meet my God> if it were nowj 

X)d 2 
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* 

' ^mt iilglit hfe was tak^tt vei?^ ^ffl^^ 
eoniinaed so for some days; bdt iA tb» 
course Of a vree=k, he appj^ared to be^oftie*- 
tiang better ; ^nd at the inttbreessioH bfJdi 
son Davidy he eonseated to be BdMiyed itoim 
my hous^ to hisi fa a few days after, I vi- 
sited him, attended by the Ren R^ 8eaH ; 
we found faim resigned to the will of Gdd> 
and happy in his love, li'^heli abotitlo tak& 
our leave of hinii, «« Come; ^said he,) bretk- 
ren, give Vis of yoiir oil before you ga.*^:-*. 
The family being called togethier^ Mr. Sea^ 
addressed the throfle of graee^ and we bad 
fL solemn weighty timej ahd> bless^ b(& 
Crod, his lamp had Mi gbne out, nor yet 
grown dim. His lamp appeared to be bright 
Cuming, and well trimmed j and he baa a 
full supply of oilinhisTossel, like the wisfe 
vigins mentioned in Matt. xWi 4. 

On Friday, the i^h df Angiist; tny 
brother went to see hiih^ahd fonnd hthlL 
very poorly ; to whom hfe said, « Brothei* 
•Ffirth, I am going to die} land to-ihorrow 
yoamustgo to Philade^hja, ifor brother 
M^CIaskey to coihe and preaeh niy ftineral 
sermon j" — ^t.o which ifiy brother* replied^ 
«< Father Abbott, you may^ eontindc^ foi* 
some time yet, as the time of your death iS 
nncertain." ** Ko, said he, I shall die bc^^^ 
fore you would get blick from Philadelphia% 
wnleas you should travel in tUe night :''— 
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gjSkf Wotbeir replied^ <^ It wiU not answer lo 
go before yoiirdecease**'-—^^ Why, said he# 
J shall die, abd XaIo not wish my body kepi 
tmtil it is offensive f you know the weather 
ia warm^ and the distance is eoasidcrable :*^ 
^ tbat is true," r<^lled my brother'; « but 
if I were i^ go la Fhiladelpbia for brother 
li([<CIaskey, to preaehyoiir funeral sermon, 
. and y<m pot dead, tlie friends would laugh 
at me^and he would not come*'* " AU,'* 
Baid he, <^ it may te so ; I never thought 
of that ^ — ^perhaps it \viU be be^t to stay 
until I am dead-'* 

Next day, observing a visible alteration 
in him, my brother concluded to tarry with 
bim until bis axit : durine the day he con- 
tinued in a rack of oxeruciating painj whicli 
he bore with a christian patience and re- 
dgnatiofi. He was happy in God, and re- 
joiced at his approaohii^ dissolution ; and 
seemed much engaged in his soul with God* 
, Be appeared to possess his rational facul- 
iiqs'^o hi& last moments; and for some 
time previous thereunto he was delivered 
from that excruciating pain, to the joy of 
his friends : his countenance continiaied joy* 
ful, heaveni>> and serene* Hi^ ladt sentence 
that was intelligibly articulated; was, << GlO" 
ry to God I I see heaven sioectlif opene^lref 
yore me /'* After tliis, his speech so mucb 
fniled^ that ho CQuld not be distinclfy UU: 
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iterstoody on] jT now and tlien a #orfI/si9^ 
See ! — see ! — g^lori; /— g^Ior^ /—Ac, Anif 
for my own part, I flrmly believe that lie 
saw tbe angels of God, visibly .vith hi^ 
eyes, before his ^xit> who were sent of 
God to eonvey his soul -to the realnis of 
bliss* Tlrat he saw somethings whieh he 
wished the by-standers to see, was evident ;; 
for looking on them, he often leried otat,^ 
Sec ! — see /—pointing with liis haiul towards ' 
the f(^ot of his bed ; and then Glory !—.glo. 
ryi, — glory J — clapping his hands, and in 
the greatest raptures ^br eestacies of joy 
iuiaginahle. Thus he continued until nar 
tare was go exhausted, tfiat in attemptiiig 
to elap his hands, he seldom hit one hand 
against the. oth^r f through faith he was 
eriaWrd to shout victory to Gkrd and the 
Xamb! The stihg of death was plucked 
out ; and d^ath was as a messenger of j^eaee 
to him: — It was to him only like agate, 
throiitrh which be had to pass to glory;- — 
Thus'ia a triumph of faith, and filled >tithL 
the Holy Ghost, he departed this life, with- 
out a sigh or a groan, about 10 o'clock, oa 
Sunday tlie lith of- August, 1790* agie'd 
^bout'o^ years. On the Tuesday folio w> 
ing, he was buried in the methodist bury- 
ing ground in Salem, New-Jersey.The fu- 
nepal was attended by a large number of 
M*? phristian brethren, acquaintances^ 9114 
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^fepow-citiz^S. -The {ley. John MC}afl|^ 
]k;ey .delivered a pathetic and moving disr 
eourse^ suited to tile soleninity of the oeca* 
sion : at the clo^ of/whieh, the Rev. Na- 
thaniel Harris^ of the presbji«rian ehurehf 
put up a prayer, and addressed the throne 
of grace in behalf of the humanvfamily at 
lar^y and in partieuiar Tor his church and 

Seople^ that had su^tain^d so great a lossc 
ut our loss^ no doubt, is tiis .eternal gain. 

.*• 
•■ ' '','■■ J, • ■ - 

P happy exit 1 though the body must 
Now mixif le \vith its native mother dust : 
Yet the bright seraphim, without delay. 
Escort his soul along the ethereal way, 
1*0 realms, and thrones, and joys of endless day!- 
Angels and saints, they hail him as he flies ! -^ 
Lo ! " Welcome Abbott !'* noW each cherub cries ; > 
And hail and shout him welcome to the skies ! -^ 
Now, hallelujahs to iredeeming love^ 
fiesowid and echo through the irorliis abote ! 
Glory to God, tliey sing, in anthems n^w !• 
Abbott is ther^ flhd joins the chorus toq. 

It niky be worthy of notice^ that it was 
the desii*e ot Mr. Abbott* fdr sevei^al ycari 
during his travels, that Pi*ovidence might 
so order it^ that, when he died, his body 
might be buried in the niethodist meeting- 
house yard, at Salem, in New-Jersey. Af- 
Irer a smere illness, in which he had beed 



322 

liroiight to the jaws of deaths be. recorerei 
in a measurey and returned home ; and in 
a sermon he observed, on this snbjectf^ 
** I thought, when I was on my way home, 
*« if it wef e the will of God, that I might, 
^< on my return, end my days and lay ray 
^ bones among you, ir\y soul would leap 
«* for joy ; but the will of my God be 
^•' done/' It appears that the Lordgrantr, 
ed him his request : for he died at home, 
and was buried in the yard where be I^ad 
desired. 



ThefoUowing oceurreneef tbhich took plaee 
in the course of his life, may defierceaU 
tention* 

He arose e^arly one mormng^ in conse- 
quence of a dream or yision of th« ni^ts 
and went to the house of Mr. T-^, a man 
of repute and eharaeter, and an orderly 
member of the quaker chureh, not knowing 
anj thing was the matter with hilm ; but up- 
on enquiring of MVf T**- how he was, ha 
answered that he found himself rather \iii^ 
\vell — he then iofbrmed him, that he had a 
message from God unto him, which had been 
revealed unto him in a vision pf.the night ; 
^nd that lie had come in the love and fear 
of the Lord, to warn him to set his house 
in ordei-, for that h^ should die and not Kw> 
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and that liis days were few. Mr. T— re- 
ceived his message, with a christiau forti- 
tude and solemnity 9 as beeame the oeeasion ; 
they 9ii>eni swine time together, conversing 
on the one thing needful. Mr. T— 's com- 
jiMnt enefeased, and at Ids request, Mr. 
Abbott frequently visited him during his ill- 
ness. which, continued about eight or ten^ 
days: then he bade adieu to this vale of 
tears, and I doubt not, but his soul rests in 
peace. 



Tiie following lines ,were written, on 
kearing Mr. Abbott preaeh a farewell ser«^ 
]|ioa (which proved to be his last) in Penns-. 
B^^ek meeting-house, where he had been an 
instrument, in the hand of God^ not only 
in laying the foundation of the temporal 
but also of the spiritual church-; from % 
Cor. xiiu 11. jlPma%, brethren^ farewell. 
Be psrfeetf be of good eomforU be of one 
mindf live in peace; and me God of love 
and peace shall be with you* 

JBe perfects hoUncfts purflue v 

In love, be sure to dwell : . 
And God, through Christ, ahall comf^Rrt you ; 

So irefhret^ all fyreweH 

Be of one mind, give God your he«rts« 
And of his Aterciea tell ; 



324 

Which he, tlirough grace, to ycfu iin||aTt9 ; 
So Brethren »M farewelL 

r 

/* > . • 

, * ^ow Hve inpeaot, for Cfasiflt is near; 

In love» stitve to excel ; ' 

Tho/GSbd of peace shall soon appeal; 

So 6retArtf7i dmjarewelL 

. « * 

The God of lro€ and peace adoi^t 

And all thhigs shall be well : 
We in this life shall meet no inoi^ ; 
^ So fire/Arcn all farewell. 



yiiefoVotHng is a short account given of 
the Hec. Bevjamin Abbott, by Mr. Sugli 
Smithf in a ktter to the - Rev. Ezekiel 
Cooper* 

PMladelphidfOcL 7, ±SOU 

MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

Whereas you are now publislring the 
Exjierience and dospel Ltibours of the late 
Mev, Benjainin Al)lK»tt ; . and o- ^^arraiive 
of his Life and Veathy by John FJirUi — 
from a conyersatioh vhkh I bad with you 
some ilays a g;p, relative to my ac^aaini&nee 
xnihf and knowkdge of Mr. Abbott, I take 
up iny pen to commnnieate to ydu a few 
partittjlars, which are in my recollectioit 
respcvdng him* It is very certaia that I 
«*aunot, at present, accuratdy call to minA 
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ihfi psfftietilBiP cireamst^Miiees relative Xo a 
great Variety of erenls ^hich I well knew 
ui Ms liTe ; never ha^ng ma4e a minute of 
Aenif nor expeeting evw to write them, 
they are so far gone from my memory, that 
it would take some oon«kleraUe time to re- 
eolleei, and arrange them^^in any methodi* 
eal order. • . 

: In the year of our 'Lov^i.irfef I first be- 
came intima(tely acquainted \xithMr. Ab- 
bott* At that time he was (converted to God» 
m4 a local preacher in the methodist con- 
nexion. We then lived near neighbours^ 
metin.thet. same, clas^> and , had meetings 
regularly, at I114 house or mine, so that wo 
were often together. fVqm tho time of my 
first'acquaint^ee with him^ as above men* 
ti onedy I always took him to be a sincere, 
zealous and good m^« He was Instrumen- 
isdf in the hand of God, to the convietio^ 
and conversion of a number of our neigh* 
boursr who turned from their wicked cour^^ 
iits * to seJhro the- living wad the true Go^, 
I.have knowin. him in .the tipe of harvest 
to. take his men from the field to go with 
bim to meeting, an^ yet pay them for the 
full day's work : so great was his zeal and 
desire for the people to attend the worship 
ef Almighty God. He was, in i\iy opinion, 
a man of tjie greatest faith I ever was ao* 
quainted Vt'i*\\; he was an agreeable neigli^ 
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bour and a social f rtenrd ; plain in his liiaii* 
ners and deportment ; pleasant in his' con- 
versation ; meek and buiitble in bis spirit: 
I do not reeollectf that I ever saw himeyea 
appear to be . out of temper ;. so great ^m 
the work, grac»had done for him. 

He appeared^ as far as I etold judge^ to 
travail in sfiirit oontinaally for precious 
souls, He^ with great zeal and {a)th, used 
to urge eonvietiony repentance, and conver- 
sion, on th^ng«dly>; and aniong profess- 
ors, he, with equal warmth of 2eaT and 16ve» 
would insist on sanotifieation ; and tiie Iiord 
remarkably Uesiied h|s labours. I«reeoI- 
iect Bcver^ meetings that I was at, where 
professors experieneed the blessing of sano* v 
t|fieatioii, under his piinistry. l?ne divine 
power of 9t>verdgn graee, attended his mi* 
mstry more wonderfully^ and constantly^ 
than anyone I ever was acquainted with, to 
the conviction aiid conversion of sinners, and 
to the sanctifioatiOn of believers. He work* 
^d hard at his worldly business | but would 
punctually attend pnbUc and private wqt^ 
ship, prayer-meetings, society, and other 
meetings during the week. I luave bcc^ 
with him, when at^er working hard^ we 
have w^ked a mile to the creek, then^ a€- 
ter crossitig, walk a mile and a half fliiv. 
ther io hold meeting; and the same week. 
^ walk more than three miles to anoth - 
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«SP/pls!ice td hold meeting; besidef every 
Sabbath, he would attend at' one place 
01* another. TlA*ough bis iDstrumentality 
there was a great reformation among the 
people. 

He used frequently to tell me of his life, 
and manner bV living, during his , un^gene- 
rate state. While he was an apprentice in 
Philadelphhi, he wa» a wicked lad, associ- 
o^j ated with bad con^piiny, &e« « He us^ to 

N qiiarrel and fight frequently. At times, by 

[I fighting, he has had his clothes so bloody, 

' that he has stripped them off, and washed 

' them in the night at the pumps in tlie 

' , streets ; and frequently, instead of going 

! '^ home, he used to sleep in the quaker bury- 

ing-gronnd, between the graves ; feeling, 
at that time, lio terror from the living or the 
dead^ by night or by day : He then feared 
not God, nor regarded n^aii. . When he be- 
came a man he i^'as particularly noted for 
a great fighter; and out few excelled him 
in divers kinds of vice. He has been known 
to leave his business, and his dinner; and to 
walk several miles, to meet a note4 fighter, 
in order to shew his maidiood and bravery 
in that line. He frequently had to appear 
' before the oourts of justice, on account of 
those wicked courses; and he generally 
plead guilty. At one. of those .courts^ a 
fcertain gentleman, to whose care public 
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peaee fmd justice was oommittedy took fi 
private opportunity to prevail on him, tf^ 
turn out and %ht a certain man who waa 
there ; for which he treated him with a bowl 
of punch. Surely, his conTcrsion was a rex 
markable instance of soyereign grace and 
divine mercy ! The lion^ became the lamb! 
The hero in &e service of the devil, becam0 
a bold veterair^in the service of Gkid! 

After his conversion, numbers had old 

srndges agsunst him, and sought to ensnare 

nim divers ways ; but, by grace, he stood 

^ £rm, sind immovably attached to the cause 

of religion, inaiiltaining a bold, uniform^ 

and circunispect life* On H certain olcea^ 

ston, after his eottversion, he had to appeaar 

before the granB-jufy, and before they en« 

. tered on the business fbr which he wfis.cal*^ 

f led, he said to^ the jury, *^ Let ns first g9 to 

prayer.'^* he prayed^ they had a smemii 

time, and one of the jury was struck undei^ 

conviction. He was mueh'perseeittbd by 

the ungodly; but although his oppositions 

were many, he was nevertheless remarklU 

^Ay useful in has ministry, and in visiting 

le sick and distressed. 

There used to be great crying out, and 

outing at his meetings, and such power 

'^d to attend hiff word, that the people 

PC known to fall under it, as though they 

pe shot or cut down by a sword. At one 
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^f those jj^owerful times, ivber^ tlie people 
<^cricd out, and shouted aloud, in eries of 
prajret* and praise, a certaih travelling 
preacher, being then present,. strove to stop 
Mm and silence the pec^le, and bore his 
testimony against it ; but the \?ofk still 
vrent on in a wonderful manner; and the 
preacher, afterward, was very sorry^for his 
oppositson, and acknowledged hjb error, be- 
lieving that it was the paw4r ,of G^. I 
recollect a certain instance, when Alr« Ab- 
bott had been very sick, aad was vecover- 
ing a little, the friends in the neighbourhood, 
went to a quarterly meeting some distance 
off, and I went with them, leavingMr. A. too 
unwell to go with us; but after we were 

fone, he had his horse saddled and followed, 
was much surprised when I saw him come, 
for I had told several that he was sick. 
After It. G. had preached, he stood up in 
the pulpit, and the iiifst wordft he spoke 
were of his sickness, Tills apparent inability 
to come to the meeting and of his impress- 
ions to have his horse saddled to see if he 
<sould ride — <^ But, said he, when I put my 
foot in the stirrup I felt the power of God 
eome upon me and I was enabled to come,'^ 
&c« As he spoke thpse words, the mighty 
power of God came wonderfully upon the 
assembly ; and I ielt, in a moment, 
tho^ there was an open Expanse befpre w 
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like eternity of space; I lost sight of etery 
thing else^ and fell suddenly to the floor, 
and cried to God for inerey : this was when 
I was odder conviction, previous to mycoiH 
version to God. Ti.«cre was a glorious bxuS 
wonderful time at that meeting, 

I anj[ confidently perstuaded, that many 
will pnlise God to all eternity^ for his gb6d-» 
nesS} in raising up Benjamrn Mhott as a 
minister in ttie church of Christ. His la- 
boufs were crowned with many seals to his 
ministry ; he was an instrument in turning 
many to righteousness. After he sat oiit 
to travel as an itinerant preachery he la- 
' boured in sundry circuits,, till he was worn 
down under his toil and affliction. "Wheii 
he was unable to travel any longer, he eame 
to Philadelphia, to spend the winter with his 
friends; he stayed considerablyat niybouse^ 
and I found that he stiil possessed the same 
simplicity of manners, the same zeal, faith, 
and concern for souls, that he had done for 
twenty years; but his bodily health and 
strength were exhausted/ tie retained a 
clear and strong evidence of bis acceptance' 
with God ; and appeared sensible that his 
1 drew nigh. He had remarkable patienee 
I resignation, which was visibje and wOn- 
•ful to the family ; he appeared all love, 
I was heavenly in his conversation. I 
1 strong desire, that, if it were the will 
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of Ged, lie mig^t die at my house* I iihouU 
bftTe^es^eemed it an honor, oonferpod 011 me 
h;)r provideneey had so eminent a sspnt^ and 
serrant of God^ ended bis days uhd^er my 
roo£ But he removed in tlie spring of 17^6 
to the Jerseys^ where he lingered out a few 
months in weakness and pain of body ; but 
in peae^ and hapiness of soul : then '< Clo^. 
sed his eyes to see his God/' Mark the 
perfect man ^-^-the end cf that mail is peace, 
JM me die the death erf the righteow, dn4 
my last endie like his* 

Were. I to taJke some time for recolleetionf 
and to mioilte down the oeeorenees whielt 
were in my knowledge, of Mr. Abbott, and 
to arrange tiiiem in ordor, I believe I might 
write a volume of interesting eireumstances 
*— In a word, he was a wonderful man, a, 
great ehristian, and a useful minister in the 
ehoreh of Christ; and now (I have no doubt) 
he sMnes like a lH*ight star m glory. I am, 
xg^ dear friend^ yours^ &c. . 

HUGHSMITBt 
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